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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31ST, 2009 


WE WISH OUR READERS AND ADVERTISERS EVERY SUCCESS IN THE NEW YEAR 


‘Agreement on 
Sunday trading 
is needed for 
next Christmas’ 

- says Chair of Chamber of Trade 


THE chairman of Cowbridge Chamber of 
Trade has said he hopes that an agreement 
will be reached by local businesses to open 
on the same Sundays in the lead-up to next 
Christmas. 

Alun John of Arthur John told The GEM: “I would 
like to see a uniform approach by businesses on 
Sunday opening in the lead-up to Christmas next year 
- even if it is just two Sundays. 

“It would enable us to give things a good push with 
marketing and publicising those Sundays. 

“It is frustrating when some businesses are open 
and others are not. It gives a half-hearted impression 
and doesn’t reflect well.” 

The Chamber of Trade is likely to sit down in mid- 
January to assess just how the Christmas trading and 
the associated events went. 


Mr John explained: “It is a little too early to say 
how things have gone in the festive period - in the 
days leading up to Christmas, traders concentrate on 
getting the sales in. 

“The last couple of days before Christmas were 
very busy, but that always tends to be the case. 

“The weather has certainly had an impact this year. 
Icy pavements have a bearing on whether people are 
keen to go out shopping. 

“The Reindeer Parade was a huge success, 
although the weather did mean that people did not 
hang around too long after it concluded.” 

Mr John said that he had also been concerned that 
on the Tuesday during the run-up to Christmas Day, 
there had been radio reports saying the A48 was 
closed, when in reality it was just the by-pass. 


Two ‘Llans’ 
in a Boxing 
Day battle 


ONE of the Vale’s 
popular Christmas 
traditions once 
again provided a 
Boxing Day attrac¬ 
tion for locals in 
Llancarfan and 
Llanbethery. 

The two villages put 
together their most 
muscular residents as 
rival teams competed in 
the traditional Tug O’ 
War. 

Meanwhile, there 
was a big entry for the 
annual ‘Duck Egg 
Race’ - always a high- 
ly-popular event with 
local children. 

The GEM’s local 
community correspon¬ 
dents, Sam and Patsie 
Smith, were there to see 
the day’s action, and 
sent this match day 
report: 

“Llancarfan and 
Llanbethery contested 
the tug o’war and, as 
usual, it was the best of 
three pulls. 

“The contest was bal¬ 
anced on a knife edge 
after the first two pulls, 
after Llanbethery took 
the first and Llancarfan 
came back strongly in 
the second. 


“In the final show¬ 
down, Llanbethery just 
had the upper hand and 
after a momentous 
effort, overcame the 
Llancarfan team - so 
well done, Llanbethery” 

There was a ladies’ 
and children’s fun pull 
afterwards, and this was 
followed by the eager¬ 
ly-awaited duck egg 
race. 

Sam Smith reported: 
“The race was very 
swift this year, as the 
river was running quite 
fast. 

“The winner was Mrs 
Audrey Jenkins (one of 
the church organists) 
with Chris Rees of 
Llancadle second and 
Gemma Pavey of 
Llancarfan third.” 

He added: “Many 
thanks to all who took 
part and bought eggs, 
and especially to those 
who helped in the sales 
and organisation of the 
event, without whom it 
would not be possible. 

“The church restora¬ 
tion fund received 
£600, which was grate¬ 
fully accepted,” he 
added. 



ABOVE: Pupils at Llangan Primary 
School put on a series of sparkling 
concerts in the run-up to Christmas, 
one featuring quite a few snowmen! 
(See page 8 for more photographs). 


Ystradowen 
crossing has 
‘innovative’ 
beacons... 


‘Flying Vet’ spends 
Christmas in prison 


‘FLYING VET’ 
Maurice Kirk, who 
has been remanded 
in custody for 
almost six months 
on charges involv¬ 
ing an antique 
weapon, has spent 
Christmas in jail, 
after again being 
refused bail. 

Mr Kirk (aged 64) 
pleaded not guilty at 
Cardiff Crown Court on 
December 17 to owning 
and selling a World War 
One machine gun, part 
of an antique bi-plane 
allegedly sold to a fel¬ 
low collector. 

He denies that pos¬ 
sessing the decommis¬ 
sioned gun was illegal 
and insists he is a victim 
of a “hate campaign” by 
South Wales Police. 

Since being arrested 
in June, Mr Kirk has 
been on remand in 
Cardiff prison and has 
also spent 12 weeks in a 
secure mental unit in 
Bridgend where, he 
received assessment to 
establish his fitness to 
stand trial. 

Doctors deemed he 
was fit and on December 
17 he entered not guilty 
pleas to possession of an 
illegal firearm and sell¬ 
ing a prohibited weapon. 



MAURICE KIRK 

If found guilty, the 
former veterinary sur¬ 
geon, who will conduct 
his own defence, faces a 
mandatory five-year 
minimum jail term. 

Mr Kirk sold the gun 
a year ago, but South 
Wales Police arrested 
him in June for posses¬ 
sion of a firearm and 
offering it for sale with¬ 
out proper authority. 


He was released on 
unconditional bail by 
Barry magistrates, but 
the police successfully 
challenged the decision 
to free him and he was 
placed on remand in 
Cardiff prison. 

While there, Mr Kirk 
went on a 21-day hunger 
strike in protest at being 
denied bail, when he 
wanted a release in order 
to prepare his own 
defence. 

Mr Kirk will stand 
trial on January 25 at 
Cardiff Crown Court. 
The case is expected to 
last three weeks. 

Mr Kirk, who lives at 
St Donats, claims he has 
been locked up because 
he is involved in a long- 
running dispute with 
South Wales Police and 
Chief Constable, 

Barbara Wilding. 


Council warning 
on scam letter 

VALE Trading Standards is backing a 
poster campaign raising awareness of the 
scourge of scam letters tricking victims into 
sending millions of pounds to fraudsters. 

The hard-hitting ‘Scam Mail is 
Blackmail’ posters, produced as part of the 
‘Think Jessica’ campaign, are on 1,000 bill¬ 
boards across Britain,courtesy of Titan 
Outdoor. 


ROAD safety in 
Ystradowen has a 
bright future thanks 
to new technology 
being installed by 
the Vale Council’s 
visible services 
department. 

Innovative LED 
Belisha Beacons were 
installed at the village 
zebra crossing on 
December 17, following 
concerns raised by local 
members and residents 
over the safety of the 
existing crossing. 

An investigation had 
shown that a minority of 
drivers were not stopping 
when pedestrians were 
attempting to use the 
crossing - or stopping 
too late and colliding 
with other vehicles. 

The new beacon 
heads, which use ultra- 
visible LED technology, 
were installed within a 
day. They include light 
sensors which reduce the 
output at night, are van¬ 
dal resistant, and have 
lower maintenance costs 
due to a longer lamp life. 

Coun Geoff Cox, cabi¬ 
net member for visible 
services, said: “This 
location will be the first 
time that this innovative 
design has been used 
and, if successful, will be 
rolled out at other loca¬ 
tions within the Vale with 
similar problems, as 
finance allows.” 


GO SLOW! 


The cold weather that 
hit the Vale in the 
days before 

Christmas led to a 
30mph limit being 
placed on the A48 at 
Cowbridge. 

Despite regular grit¬ 
ting, ice continued to 
form on the ‘expansion 
joints’ of the A48 
viaduct, and the Vale 
Council imposed a tem¬ 
porary 30mph speed 
restriction. 

A Vale Council 
spokeswoman said: 


“This was done to pro¬ 
tect motorists from the 
effects of ice which had 
been forming on the 
expansion joints of the 
recently refurbished 
structure. 

“Council officers are 
currently in discussions 
with the designers 
responsible for the 
works and are seeking 
to resolve this problem 
as soon as possible. The 
council would like to 
apologise for any incon¬ 
venience caused.” 


SLOANgCQ 

SALE 

NOW ON! 

UP TO 

80% OFF 

Fleece Zippers from .... £2 

Winter Skirts from £3 

Dressy Tops from £5 

All Winter Knitwear 
Reduced 



OPEN: 
Monday - Saturday 
10 am - 4 pm 

OPEN: 

New Years Day 11 am - 3pm 

8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales CF61 1DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
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Cemetery Road: 

‘cabinets united’ 


1 WRITE in 
response to the 
letter from 
Rhoose Councillor, 
Gordon Kemp, 
headlined 
‘Cemetery Road: 
how council voting 
went’ (The GEM, 
December 10). 

His historical 
overview of the voting at 
planning committee has 
the ring of truth, but he 
appears to have omitted 
some of the detail relat¬ 
ing to the secret con¬ 
tracts with the developer. 

For the record, it was 
in July 2006 that the 
Conservative cabinet 
granted delegated pow¬ 
ers for officials and the 
Conservative Leader to 
negotiate terms and con¬ 


ditions, but the contract 
was signed by the chief 
legal official in June 
2007, ie during the coali¬ 
tion’s reign. 

The reverse is almost 
true for the supplemental 
(second secret) contract 
which started its journey 
under the coalition’s 
guidance. 

I have been unable to 
trace any committee 
decision, but it was 
signed by the same offi¬ 
cial in June 2008, ie 
under the present 
Conservative administra¬ 
tion. 

Both cabinets wanted 
to force this scheme 
through! 

Dennis Harkus, Barry 
(Chair, Save Cemetery 
Road Approach Action 
Group) 


Worth the price 
of a bus fare? 


I F education 
gives children a 
good start in life 
and is not just a 
way to disguise 
unemployment fig¬ 
ures, it is surely 
worth the price of a 
bus fare. 

After all, the educa¬ 
tion itself is free. We 
hear about African chil¬ 
dren walking miles for 
the privilege of going to 
school. 

My own grandmother 
did this, then walked 
home to start work on 
the farm. 

Even I, in my relative¬ 
ly pampered youth, went 
to school on my bike. 

We may not like how 
the council spends our 
money, including its own 


pensions and expenses, 
but if it does anything at 
all it has to get the cash 
from somewhere. 

People using its serv¬ 
ices seem as good a 
place as any to start 
looking for it. 

Everyone has an elec¬ 
tricity meter. 

If children are 
exempted from paying 
bus fares because the bus 
is travelling anyway, can 
we all have free trips to 
London? 

I remember a friend 
trying that one years ago 
on a taxi driver who was 
already going from 
Pontyclun to Cowbridge. 
Unsurprisingly, it didn’t 
work. 

RH Bradshaw, 
Cowbridge 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances ), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters brief and address them to: The Editor, 
Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


VALE RURAL ROAD PUTS 
LIVES IN JEOPARDY...’ 


W RITING 
as a con¬ 
cerned 

motorist, I wish to 
express my fears at 
the number of peo¬ 
ple putting their 
lives in jeopardy 
travelling on the 
B4270, Llantwit 
Major to 
Cowbridge road. 

I am talking primarily 
about pedestrians and 
cyclists who use this 
road as a travel route 
from the Llantwit Major 
roundabout to the 


Llandow trading estate. 

I travel along the said 
road on a daily basis 
while commuting to and 
from work and think it’s 
very dangerous for any¬ 
one other than motorists, 
due to how narrow it is 
and by how much it 
twists and winds. 

Add to this, the short 
days and inclement 
weather and it becomes a 
lethal combination! I 
also failed to mention 
the high volume of traf¬ 
fic during peak times! 

So, taking this into 
consideration, I am 
amazed that anybody 


Thank you for making 
Scout Post a success 


1 SHOULD like to 
thank all those 
of your readers 
who used the Scout 
Christmas Post this 
year. 

In Cowbridge and the 
local villages, there has 
been an increase of more 
than 7 per cent, resulting 
in a sale of nearly 
12,000 stamps! 

This would not have 
been achieved without 
the help of the shops and 
staff in Davies’s, Quills, 
the Charity Card outlet, 
Bames, the library and 
Val Charles. A big thank 
you to all of them. 


More than 50 families 
and friends have helped 
sort and deliver cards, 
over a rather hectic two 
weeks. Another big 
thank you to them. 

All cards were deliv¬ 
ered, except in one or 
two cases where the 
addresses were incom¬ 
plete or the people have 
moved, sometimes sev¬ 
eral years ago. Every 
effort is made to find the 
correct address, but 
sometimes this is impos¬ 
sible. 

David Weber, 
Llanblethian 
(Assistant unit leader) 


Meals on Wheels 

A BIG thank you to all the volun¬ 
teers who do a great job for the 
Vale of Glamorgan community 
services delivering Meals on Wheels in all 
weathers. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
them a great new year. Thank you again. 

Jan Williams 

(Meals on Wheels co-ordinator) 


Macmillan says 
‘big thank you’ 


O N behalf of 
Macmillan 
Cancer 

Support, I would 
like to thank the 
Editor and all the 
staff at The GEM 
for their very gen¬ 
erous support dur¬ 
ing 2009. 

I would also like to 
thank Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
6th Form for volunteer¬ 
ing at various events 
during the year. They 
have turned out in all 
weathers, helping by rat¬ 
tling tins and cheering 
our runners, and are all 
great ambassadors for 
the school. 

Many thanks must 


also go to all of our sup¬ 
porters in the Vale who 
made coffee for our 
World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning, took part in 
overseas challenges, or 
ran marathons, and 
organised many collec¬ 
tions on our behalf. 

To name everyone 
would take up too much 
space, but on behalf of 
everyone living with 
cancer and their families, 
thank you very very 
much, you are all stars! 

I hope that 2010 will 
be a good year for you 
all. Very best wishes. 
Sue Pickin, Pencoed 
(Fundraising Manager, 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support, south-east 
Wales) 


would even consider 
walking/cycling along 
this road in anything 
other than perfect sum¬ 
mer weather. 

I do have a few sug¬ 
gestions that the risk tak¬ 
ers might consider to 
reduce their chances of 
being involved in highly 
possible road traffic 
accidents. 

Using the Highway 
Code as reference mate¬ 
rial, it details the safe 
ways to use the road for 
both pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

Secondly, how about 


using a quieter, less busy 
road? Being a keen 
cyclist myself I used to 
commute to work from 
Bridgend and I never 
even considered taking 
my life in my hands and 
using this road. 

There are several 
country lanes that run 
parallel to the B4270 
which are a lot quieter. 

In writing this letter, if 
it saves even one 
life/accident it has been 
time well spent. 

PJ Alexander, Brackla 


Arthur John 
to the rescue! 


T he 

Cowbridge 
Amateur 
Dramatic Society 
recently enjoyed 
another successful 
production at the 
Market Theatre 
and I should like to 
thank all those 
patrons and friends 
who came along 
and supported us. 

After the recent 
exceptionally wet weath¬ 
er, access to the theatre 
in The Butts was made 
more than usually 
fraught by large puddles 
and mud. 

I should like to place 
on record our thanks to 
the owners and staff of 
Arthur John Ltd for their 
response to our appeal 
for help. 


They immediately 
offered us pallets to form 
an emergency board¬ 
walk and a fork-lift with 
driver to sort out suitable 
items. 

As a result, our audi¬ 
ence were able to have 
reasonably dry and safe 
access to the building. 

This response was in 
marked contrast to the 
indifference displayed by 
our ground landlord, the 
Vale Council, to our reg¬ 
ular requests for some 
amelioration of the state 
of the ground adjoining 
the theatre (and of the 
Scout Hall, too). 

It does show, once 
again the sense of com¬ 
munity that is so obvi¬ 
ously an important part 
of life in Cowbridge. 
Peter Knapp, 
Llanblethian 
(Chairman of CADS) 


Action group’s carols 
for Marie Curie charity 

T HE recent carol singing event on 
King Square, Barry, organised by 
Barry Citizens’ Action Group, 
raised £155 in aid of the Marie Curie 
Hospice, Penarth. 

The group received support from the RAF St 
Athan Voluntary Band, Jane Hutt AM, the deputy 
Mayor of the Vale Council, Coun Val Ellis, Coun 
Margaret Alexander and Coun Maggie Payne. 

Not put off by the bad weather, many people 
turned up to sing or collect donations with umbrel¬ 
las at the ready to shelter them from the rain! 

We would like to thank everyone who braved the 
cold and rain to take part in this event in order to 
raise much-needed funds for the hospice. 

Dilys Colbourne, 

(Secretary, BCAG) 


USEFUL VALE 
INFORMATION 

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 
COASTGUARD 01792 366534 
FLOOD LINE 0845 9881188 
HELPLINES 
Alcohol and drugs: 

Drinkline 0800 9178282 

National Drugs Helpline 0800 776600 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAFA - Forces Help for serving and ex- 

service men, women and families 01656 

785435 

RAF Association Welfare Officer 
01495 249522/01446 740522 
SAMARITANS (emotional support) 

01656 662333 

VALE WOMEN’S AID 01446 744755 
MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 
Mental Health Helpline: 

Freephone 0800 132 737 

MIND in the Vale of Glamorgan 

01446 730792 or www.mindinthevale.org.uk 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 - 

www.childline.org.uk 

Rape Crisis Centre 08451 221331. 

RSPCA0300 123 0744. MIND 01446 746191. 
AIDS helplines 0800 567123. 

Child abuse - NSPCC 0808 800 5000. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - (24 hours) 0845 
7697555. 

Drug Aid (24 hours) 02920 881000. 

Inroads Drugs Project - 42, Holton Road, Barry. 
01446404040. 

Vale Victim & Witness Support - 

Barry Magistrates Court, Thompson Street, 

Bany CF63 4SX. 01446 730704. 

MP& AM’s 
SURGERY TIMES 

To make a surgery appointment with John Smith MP, 
contact the constituency office (01446) 743769. 
Office hours are 9am-5pm. Answerphone service out¬ 
side office hours. 

To make a surgery appointment with Jane Hutt AM, 
contact the constituency office (01446) 740981. 
Office hours are 9am-5pm. Answerphone service out¬ 
side office hours. 

CITIZENS’ADVICE 
At 119 Broad Street, Barry. Drop in Mon-Fri (not 
Weds) 9.30am - 11.30am (Wed 4-6pm); at Llantwit 
Major Youth Centre, Station Road 9.30am -11.30am 
Mon and Fri. Telephone advice 0845 120 3756. 
Further information www.adviceguide.org.uk 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

Police - Gladstone Road, Barry; for normal service 
01446 734451; in emeigency 999. Fire - South 
Wales Fire and Rescue Service, Pontyclun 01443 
232000; in emeigency 999. Coastguard - Regional 
Office, Swansea 01792 366534; in emeigency 999. 
Gas - Gas emergency number 0800 111999. 
Electricity - Emergency 0800 0520400; Water - 
Emeigency 0800 052 0130; supply 0800 0520130. 
Trading Standards Consumer Advice Centre - Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, Barry; hours of opening for 
telephone enquiries - Monday to Thursday, 
8.30am-5pm; Friday 8.30am-4.30pm on 01446 
700111. For personal visits, Monday to Thursday 
9am-4.30pm. Friday 9am-4pm Recycling Hotline, 
01446 700111. 

To report a fly tipping incident - 01446 700111. 

HOSPITALS 

The Barry Hospital - visiting 2pm-8pm each day, 
01446 704000. Llandough - Wards have individual 
visiting times. For details call 029 2071 1711. 
Princess of Wales - 01656 752752/668090. 

For Out Of Hours Chemists, call the Vale of 
Glamorgan Local Health Board on 02920 
350600, or NHS Direct Wales on 0845 4647. 
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Cowbridge girl 
debuts on the 
Millennium 
Centre stage... 


A COWBRIDGE 
girl has made her 
stage debut in a 
classic musical at 
the Wales 
Millennium Centre 
- at just seven 
years of age! 

Les Miserables 
arrived in Cardiff earlier 
this month, and the cast 
have been performing to 
a sell-out audiences. 

Charlotte Nicholas, 
from Cowbridge, is one 
of three girls sharing the 
part of young Cosette. 

Aged only seven, 
Charlotte was almost too 
young to audition but 
her singing of ‘Castle on 
a Cloud’ - the song per¬ 
formed by the young 
Cosette - so impressed 
the Cameron 
Mackintosh team that 
she was chosen for this 
25th anniversary tour, 





ABOVE: Charlotte 
Nicholas is hoping 
to make a splash in 

Les Miserables. 

which started its run in 
Cardiff. 

Her mother Kim, a 
music teacher, told The 
GEM that the audition 
had been “traumatic”. 
She laughed: “We had to 
rearrange our holiday as 
she was so keen to audi¬ 
tion! 


“Her sister Rachel 
and dad Ian drove all the 
way down to the south 
of France on their own 
while Charlotte and I 
stayed behind. We 
caught the Eurostar train 
the day after the audi¬ 
tion and received the 
phone call to say she’d 
been selected while we 
were in Paris.” 

Charlotte said, “It was 
so exciting. We were 
waiting in the taxi queue 
when the agency rang 
us. We wouldn’t have 
had a signal if we’d 
been in the Metro!” 

As with all child 
actors, there are strict 
limits on the number of 
shows that Charlotte can 
perform, and she will 
share the role with two 
other girls - although 
Charlotte is the 
youngest! 

Kim said: “She has 
already been very suc¬ 
cessful in London 
Academy of Music and 
Dancing Association 
(LAMDA) acting exams 
and can currently be 
seen in the new advert 
for Chocolate Oreos, 
where she had to dress 
up as a boy! 

“She also auditioned 
in London with Arlene 
Phillips where she got 
down to the last five for 
The Sound of Music. 
Being slightly too tall, 
she missed out, but her 
dedication has paid off 
with this wonderful 
part.” 

Charlotte has been a 
member of Stagecoach 
Theatre Arts School in 
Cowbridge for four 
years and is a member 
of the Stagecoach 
Agency (UK). 

Her father, Ian, a 
singing teacher, said. 

“It’s her professional 
theatre debut and we 
couldn’t wish for a more 
significant piece than 
Les Miserables". 


‘Don’t give up on 
valuables,’ say 
Cowbridge police 


COWBRIDGE 
Police Station has 
urged residents to 
contact them if they 
have lost a valuable 
item. 

It follows the discov¬ 
ery of a pice of jewellery 
at Marks & Spencer car 
park, Culverhouse Cross, 
but no-one has stepped 
forward to claim it. 

A spokeswoman for 
Cowbridge Police 
Station said: “We’re 
hoping that someone 
might come forward, if 
they can correctly identi¬ 
fy the jewellery. It may 
be of sentimental value 
to them. 

“At this time of year, 
we’d like to remind peo¬ 
ple that if they lose 


something, it is worth 
visiting the police station 
to see if it has been 
handed in. 

“We are often given 
keys, jewellery and 
spectacles, which are 
never claimed. 

Strangely, we tend to get 
more people trying to 
track down a cuddly toy, 
perhaps because it helps 
their child go to sleep.” 

The spokeswoman 
added: “Our staff can be 
contacted over lost prop¬ 
erty after January 4. 

“If you lose some¬ 
thing locally, you can 
visit the police station 
during office hours or 
ring us on 01656 
869450. ’’ 


Llancadle village children 
have a Christmas party 



T HE parents and children of Llancadle village would like 
to say a big thank you to Ceri and Jayne of The Green 
Dragon Inn, Llancadle for hosting a village Christmas 
party with games and food on December 20 and also to a very 
busy man at this time year who called in to wish the children 
Merry Christmas. 

Thank you, Santa! 

Amid, Cowbridge 


Christmas 
highlighted 
sacrifice made 
by Services 


by TIM CHAPMAN 



ABOVE: 


Jamie and Rebecca with Dylan, 
on the day he was christened. 


FOR our service¬ 
men in Afghanistan, 
brought up with 
warm memories of 
family Christmases, 
it is a particularly 
poignant time of 
the year. 

Instead of sitting 
down for a traditional 
lunch with loved-ones, 
they were attending to 
their professional duties 
in a theatre of war. 

St Athan-based RAF 
instructor, Jamie Tutt, 
aged 25, personifies the 
sort of sacrifices people 
in the Armed Forces are 
making. 

Jamie flew out to 
Afghanistan in October, 
leaving behind son 
Dylan, just one year of 
age, girlfriend Rebecca, 
and mum and dad, 
Katrina and Anthony. 

Rebecca, aged 24, 
told The GEM: “Jamie’s 
work involves survival 
equipment for Hercules’ 
aircrews, instructing 
RAF recruits. 

“Dylan’s first birth¬ 
day was on October 10, 
and Jamie flew out on 
October 6, so we had to 
move the baby’s birth¬ 
day party forward so 
Jamie could be there. 

“On Christmas Day, 
the most important thing 
was Jamie’s phone call. 
He emails us when he 
can, and phones once a 
week, but it is difficult 
to known when his call 
will come. 

“I’ll sometimes stay 
in for a whole day wait¬ 
ing for a call. 

“Jamie will be return¬ 
ing for five days on 
January 3, so we will 
keep the decorations up 
until then and be able to 


properly exchange 
Christmas presents at 
that time.” 

Rebecca does have an 
understanding of the 
sacrifices that have to be 
made when a person 
joins the Services 
because she was in the 
RAF herself. 

“Jamie and I met at 
RAF Lyneham four and 
a half years ago.” 

But what has hit 
Rebecca hardest is the 
small family things that 
Jamie has missed out 
on. 

“He has missed out 
on Dylan moving from 
crawling to walking and 
saying things like 
‘mum’ and ‘dad’ - 
although he said dad 
first!” 

Rebecca lives in 
Trecynon and along 
with Dylan, regularly 
travels to see Jamie’s 
parents in Blackwood. 

Katrina, Jamie’s 
mother, said: “Jamie has 
missed huge leaps in 
Dylan’s development - 
moments that will never 
be recaptured. 

“People often forget 
that dads can miss their 
children too!” 

For Katrina and 
Anthony, there is some 
consolation in the fact 
that Jamie is fulfilling 
his ambitions. 

Katrina explained: 
“Jamie was a pupil at 
Oakdale Comprehensive 
School and joined the 
RAF at the age of 16 - 
it was something he had 
always wanted to do.” 

Rebecca added: “I 
think Jamie will stay in 
the RAF for the long 
term - he enjoys the 
challenge.” 


Gifts for Romania 

DISABLED clients attending the Vale 
CounciTs New Horizons Day Centre at Hen 
Goleg in Barry filled 54 shoeboxes with 
gifts to help poor families in eastern 
Europe. 

The boxes were donated to the Link Romania 
charity, and they also raised £104 to help with trans¬ 
port costs by selling home-made cakes and second 
hand books, as well as crocheting scarves, hats and 
blankets to give to the charity. 


Sculptor to create 
another iconic 
sporting statue 


VALE sculptor 
Roger Andrews has 
won the fans’ vote 
to create a statue in 
honour of the 
Bluebirds’ FA Cup 
winning skipper 
Fred Keenor. 

In a poll organised by 
Cardiff City Supporters 
Trust, he polled 725 
votes, Michael Field 510 
votes, and James Done 
410 votes. 

Mr Andrews, who 
lives in Llantwit Major, 
created the acclaimed 
statue of Sir Tasker 
Watkins, which now 
stands outside the 
Millennium Stadium. 

Fans were given 
almost three weeks to 
choose their favourite 
design. Postal votes 
were counted and added 
to those who voted on 
the website. 

The three sculptors 
were asked to produce a 
maquette of their tribute 
to the 1927 FA Cup win¬ 
ning captain and Welsh 
international. 

Roger said: “It is an 
honour and privilege to 
be appointed as the 
sculptor for the Fred 
Keenor statue. I am sure 
the statue will be seen as 
iconic by fans of Cardiff 



ABOVE: 
Keenor and Cup! 

City Football Club and 
an outstanding memorial 
to Fred and the 1927 FA 
Cup winning team.” 

Fred’s nephew 
Graham Keenor, who is 
a member of the trust, 
said: “The fans have 
made their choice and 
the sculpture chosen is 
an excellent likeness of 
Fred. 

“The hard work now 
starts in the new year to 
raise the necessary 
funds, but I’m confident 
fans, businesses and 
people across south 
Wales will get behind 
this hugely worthwhile 
fundraiser.” 

Mike Inker, a member 
of the Trust’s Fred 


Keenor Memorial 
Committee, who origi¬ 
nally launched an online 
petition in support of a 
tribute, said: “The quali¬ 
ty of the maquette sub¬ 
mitted by all three artists 
was a testament to their 
craftsmanship and cre¬ 
ativity and it proved a 
difficult choice for fans. 

“I’ve always felt a lit¬ 
tle embarrassed that 
nothing had been erected 
after more than 80 years 
to honour the 1927 FA 
Cup winning team and 
the legend that is Fred 
Keenor. An important 
milestone has now been 
reached and I look for¬ 
ward to progress being 
made in 2010 to make 
the statue a reality.” 

The trust plans to 
launch a public appeal 
for funding in the new 
year and will approach 
Cardiff council, the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government and local 
businesses for financial 
support, along with foot¬ 
ball fans. City chairman 
Peter Ridsdale has given 
his total support to the 
campaign. 

The location for the 
statue has yet to be 
finalised but the most 
likely site remains at the 
Cardiff City Stadium, 
where land is available. 


Why Rob is supporting 
new palliative initiative 

‘Dying Well Matters’ 



ROB ROBERTS 
from Barry, knows 
only too well how 
traumatic it is to 
watch your loved 
one pass away, and 
that is why he is 
backing a new ini¬ 
tiative to improve 
palliative care 
called ‘Dying Well 
Matters’. 

Rob’s wife Jill died in 
October 2009 at Velindre 
Cancer Centre, follow¬ 
ing a long battle with 
cancer. The mother of 
four from Barry was 
aged just 59. 

Despite his grief, Mr 
Roberts is determined to 
take part in the Dying 
Well Matters initiative 
and wants to encourage 
others to do the same. 

He said: “It has been 
such an awful time and I 
really don’t think my 
family and I could have 
got through it without 
the support of the pallia¬ 
tive care team at 
Velindre. 

“Just knowing that Jill 
was getting good care 
and that there were 
always nurses around 
that she and I could talk 
to made such a differ¬ 
ence. 

“The ability to be able 
see Jill whenever my 
family and I wanted 
really helped, particular¬ 
ly for those who were 
working or travelling 
from further away. 

“It was also helpful to 


have continuity in the 
care that Jill received. 
No-one knows how 
much time there is and it 
was good to be able to 
see familiar faces who 
knew what we were 
going through and 
understood our needs. 

“This was vital on the 
night that Jill died and in 
the days and week after¬ 
wards because we had 
been able to build up a 
relationship with the 
nurses and could speak 
freely about our feelings 
and thoughts.” 

Rob’s wife Jill had a 
successful career in the 
communications indus¬ 
try, and he knows that 
she would have wanted 
him to take the opportu¬ 
nity to talk about his 
experiences to help 
shape palliative care 
services for the future. 

He said: “Jill was a 
vibrant and intelligent 
woman who loved to 


help people and I know 
that she would want me 
to take this opportunity 
to share our experience. 

“Dying Well Matters 
gives me the chance to 
explain what worked for 
my family and what did¬ 
n’t. 

“I would urge anyone 
in a similar situation to 
take the chance to share 
their experience to help 
others and gain some 
good from their loss.” 

For further informa¬ 
tion on Dying Well 
Matters, please visit 
http.V/wales. iwantgreat- 
care. org/or e-mail 
dwm @ iwantgreatcare. org 
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Pendoylan pupils look to the future! 


PENDOYLAN JUNIOR SCHOOL played host to Vale AM Jane 
Hutt and Coun Rhodri Treharne on December 15. 

They were greeted by headteacher, Mrs Lynn Murray, and Father 
Edwin Counsell, chair of the school governors. 

The visitors met junior school pupils, listened to the choir, and were 
able to discuss the new-build programme planned at the school. 


Beads, bangles, brooches, baubles 


1HE December lunch will be in January at A seasonal quiz had been 
meeting of Southerndown Golf Club. arranged, surely the 12 days 

Southerndown WI 


T * 

SmithprnHown WT Perha P s we are not a11 au of Christmas could produce 
Southerndown fait with blogs, bluetooth or a quiz of its own? M ince 

was party night, and Blackberry, but everyone on pie 4 s? nib bles, mulled wine 
business was kept brief this night was sporting were avai i ab i e during tbe 
under the chairmanship bll 2,S ! evening and donated pres- 

of president Rhiannon w ™ e be h a t ™ a b fngt s 

Caen. brooches and baubles. me ™ ber ’ 

There was a short discus- Members related some The next meeting is on 
sion of next year’s resolu- favourite story, anecdote, January 12, at St Brides 
tions and past president, the poem or joke (BBC, you do Major church hall at 
late Mary Davies, was not have the monopoly on 7.15pm. 
remembered. The new year edgy stories). BM 


ents were drawn for every 


Dan does enough to take Senior Max class 


THE final round of Llandow 
Kart Club’s championship sea¬ 
son arrived with titles still on 
the line and mixed conditions on 
the horizon, but still produced 
some close and exciting racing 


LLANDOW KART CLUB NEWS 

Report by Craig Llewellyn and Henry Beaudette 


three crossed the line covered by on Ryan Howells as the newest Consistency again rewarded 
less than a second. Despite a brief name on the trophy. Liam Jones was Gareth Lewis with top three finishes 
mid-race challenge from Jamie second overall. in the heats being followed by a sec - 

Warren, however, Jones held firm The Junior Max crown appeared ond victory of the day when it mat- 

as 55 runners brought the cur- on f a jber Hugh’s ‘old’ MS, taking settled before the weekend began, tered. Simon Evans did what he 

tain down on another successful victory by 0.28secs over Lloyd but the class received something of could, winning heat one and coming 

campaign. Sealy, with Warren having to settle a shake-up courtesy of visitors from through to second in the final, but (intrepid) 


3. Ross Chell (Project One) 
Champion: Robbie Gallier 
JUNIOR HONDA 

1. Daniel Jones (MS) 

2. Lloyd Sealy (MS) 

3. Jamie Warren (Jade) 
Champion: Jamie Warren 
JUNIOR TKM 2 STROKE 

1. Sebastian Hutchinson 


The Cadets got things under way, for third, 0.54secs from the front. beyond the borders. could not deny Lewis his title hat- 

with Jed Hicks claiming two of the The result was enough for Warren National frontrunner Andy King trick. 

three heats to set himself for the to repeat as champion, with Sealy as claimed both the first and third Ferdinand Ball claimed a heat 
class championship. runner-up. heats, before dominating the final to win and third in the final, but it was 

Although James Williams briefly Sebastian Hutchinson and Dilip win by nine seconds as the field former heavyweight class champion 
got ahead of him in the final, Hicks Singh went into the final round of scrapped over the remaining podi- Hugh Jones who took third for the 

quickly redressed the balance and the Junior TKM 2-Stroke season um places. year. 

capped his season with another win. knowing that a bad weekend could Ben Palmer denied King a clean Dan Jones and Richard Raymond 

Williams came home second, still decide the title and, when sweep, but had to settle for second shared the heat spoils in the Senior 

ahead of Tyler Ballard, after heat Hutchinson was excluded from heat on the day, while Joshua Codings Max class. 

one winner Harry Williams failed to two, things looked tense. confirmed a second title in as many Raymond then proved to be the 

start the final. However, the matter was settled years of racing by taking the third man to beat in the last event of the 

The Cadet Honda category went in the final, with Hutchinson com- step. summer season, maintaining the 

the way of the season as a whole, ing home 10 seconds clear of his Adam Berwick finished as run- lead throughout the final to edge 

with Robbie Gallier and Niall rival to ensure that he retained the ner-up in the overall LKC standings, Nathan Lawley by 0.48secs, with 

Williams setting the pace and run- crown. Singh finished runner-up on ahead of Josh Gray. Jones a little adrift in third, 

ning unchanged out front. both the day and the year, with Sam Ben Davies was the dominant That, however, was still enough 

Gallier, however, was in a class Morgan third on both counts. force in Minimax, winning three of for Jones to succeed Mathew 

of his own, pulling out a seven-sec- Junior TKM 4-Stroke appeared to the day’s four races - including the Dowers as club champion, with 

ond advantage by the chequered be going the way of champion-elect final - to underline his strong end of Chris and Ashley Davies complet- 

flag. Andrew Davies after he claimed season form, but, after missing the ing the top three overall. 


Ross Chell claimed third on the each of the three heats from cousins first half of the year, was never in 
road, as he did in the overall stand- Zach and Liam Jones, but the order position to deny Ellis Belton the 
ings as Gallier, who remained was shuffled in the main event as title. 

unbeaten all day, claimed the title Zach came through to win by Morgan Rose claimed the other 
for the first time. 0.47secs after passing Davies on lap heat win, but the consistent Belton 

Daniel Jones continued his recent eight. took three second places on the day 

emergence in Junior Honda, win- That, however, had little effect on to ensure the crown was his. Jordan 
ning two of the three heats and then the championship standings as Gullick finished second on the sea¬ 
edging a close final in which the top Davies replaced three-time champi- son, with Macauley Austin third. 


RESULTS: 

CADET COMER 

1. Jed Hicks (Zip) 

2. James Williams (Zip) 

3. Tyler Ballard (Zip) 
Champion: Jed Hicks 
CADET HONDA 

1. Robbie Gallier (Project One) 

2. Niall Williams (Project One) 


2. Dilip Singh (Venom) 

3. Sam Morgan (Intrepid) 
Champion: Sebastian Hutchinson 
JUNIOR TKM 4 STROKE 

1. Zach Jones (Jade) 

2. Andrew Davies (Jade) 

3. Liam Jones (Jade) 

Champion: Andrew Davies 
JUNIOR MAX 

1. Andy King (Gillard) 

2. Ben Palmer (Tony) 

3. Joshua Codings (CRG) 
Champion: Joshua Collings 
MINI MAX 

1. Ben Davies (Gillard) 

2. Ellis Belton (Tony) 

3. Morgan Rose (Tony) 
Champion: Ellis Belton 
SENIOR HONDA 

1. Gareth Lewis (7Kart) 

2. Simon Evans (7Kart) 

3. Ferdinand Ball (MS) 
Champion: Gareth Lewis 
SENIOR MAX 

1. Richard Raymond (Tony) 

2. Nathan Lawley (Gillard) 

3. Dan Jones (Tony) 

Champion: Dan Jones 


YFCs’ 
£200 gift 

MEMBERS of 
Glamorgan Young 
Farmer Clubs were 
handed a £200 dona¬ 
tion from farming 
union, NFU Cymru, 
at their recent coun¬ 
ty meeting. 

John Lougher, 
Glamorgan NFU Cymru 
Milk Board delegate 
said: “NFU Cymru is 
proud to offer its support 
to the young farmers in 
the county. 

“The YFC movement 
is vitally important to 
the future of the agricul¬ 
tural industry and we are 
delighted to make this 
contribution, once again, 
to the federation, which 
in turn will help mem¬ 
bers learn new skills and 
improve their knowledge 
of the industry.” 

Accepting the cheque, 
Glamorgan YFC compe¬ 
tition committee chair¬ 
man, Kay Lewis, said: 
“Once again this year, 
on behalf of our mem¬ 
bers, I would like to 
thank NFU Cymru for 
their generous donation. 
It’s heartening that we 
can work closely with 
NFU Cymru, as more 
often than not we are 
working towards the 
same goal within rural 
Wales.” 
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Peterston’s special Christmas market! 

THE villagers of Peterston-super-Ely 
enjoyed a busy Christmas market at the 
church and community hall. 

The crowds were treated to Welsh folk danc¬ 
ing by children at Y Bont Faen School in 
Cowbridge, while local pupils performed 
extracts from their school Christmas show, 
entitled ‘The Nutcracker’. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by IAN DIXON 





La 






Bears bring 
festive cheer 
to charity 

LEFT: 
Aimee 
Cogbill, 
Clare 
Sheehy, 
Andrew 
Jones of 
Shelter 
Cymru 
and Sue 
Davies. 



SHELTER Cymru 
received a welcome 
festive gift - when 
Town and Country 
Hotels held a 
fundraising ven¬ 
ture, selling limited 
edition cuddly 
bears at their his¬ 
toric Bear Hotel in 
Cowbridge - and 
presented the chari¬ 
ty with the pro¬ 
ceeds. 

The ‘Bears at The 
Bear’ scheme raised 
more than £800 to help 
the charity’s work on 
prevention of homeless¬ 
ness, improvement of 
housing conditions, and 
campaigning for the 
right for everyone to 
have a safe, suitable and 


affordable home. 

Clare Sheehy, group 
sales manager at Town 
and Country Hotels, 
said: “One of our direc¬ 
tors suggested we sup¬ 
port Shelter Cymru and 
we came up with the 
‘Bears at the Bear’ idea. 

“Shelter Cymru is 
such a worthwhile cause, 
and even more relevant 
at this time of year when 
you think about those 
who aren’t fortunate 
enough to be in their 
own homes, with family 
and friends around them 
at Christmas. 

“I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank 
every one of our cus¬ 
tomers who contributed 
to this total by buying 
one of our charity 
bears.” 


•EMAIL <US l 


• WE welcome your news, 
views and sports items. 
Please email them to the 


Editorial Department at: 
ggem @ internet-today, co.uk 


ABOVE: 

The Christmas market gave local youngsters the opportunity to put 
on a display of Welsh folk dancing. 
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DECEMBER IS A BIG FUNDRAISING MONTH 
FOR Y BONT FAEN PRIMARY SCHOOL PTA 


DECEMBER was a 
successful fundrais¬ 
ing month for the 
parents and friends 
of Y Bont Faen 
Primary School. 

The Christmas fayre, 
which is held on the 
first Saturday in 
December every year, 
was a huge success and 
raised a record £2,117 - 
plus £800 from a well- 
supported raffle - for a 
final total of £2,917. 

A spokeswoman for 
the organisers said: 
“With the backing of 
the new head Meic 
Griffiths, we intro¬ 
duced a few new fea¬ 
tures this year and the 
parents were very sup¬ 
portive. 

“The music club and 
choir used the new out¬ 
door learning facilities 
to sing carols, and 
enthralled the parents 
at the start of the fayre. 

“Santa was given a 
new sleigh for his grot¬ 
to provided by his little 
elf workshop - lovingly 
prepared by Nick 
Hayes the elf, who 
some may recognise 
from the reindeer 
parade! 

“The children had 
momento photos taken 
by our photographer 
Tracy Watson with 
Santa and his sleigh.” 

She continued: “The 
dads got together and 
ran a bacon buttie stall 
which ran out very 


quickly as their cooking 
was superb - no more 
excuses to the wives 
that they cannot cook! 

“The children in gar¬ 
dening club made wil¬ 
low bird feeders and 
wreaths and sold so 
many we had to take 
orders for making 
later! 

“Back by popular 
demand was Amy 
Dowling - straight 
from Fairy School - 
who did the most won¬ 
drous fairy and holly 
face painting - all 
sealed with her magic 
fairy dust of course! 

“The children all 
remembered her from 
last year and wanted no 
one else but her to 
paint them! 

“We also had many 
retailers who donated 
wonderful gifts - 50 in 
total. Our thanks to 
Dee Hayes for persuad¬ 
ing so many people to 
donate prizes! 

“Thanks to everyone 
in the community that 
donated gifts and spon¬ 
sored our brochure.” 

She added: “The 
school has raised 
£4,465 already since the 
appointment of our 
new head Meic Griffith 

- helped by the internet 
shopping site 
Easyfundraising.org.uk 

- who give us money 
every time our mem¬ 
bers shop through the 
site.” 



ABOVE: 

The magic of meeting Santa never fades. 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 




www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 


01446 730884 | « 
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CD 


PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

I Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 
COMPETITORS PRICES CONSTANTLY CHECKED 
TO ENSURE WE ARE THE CHEAPEST! 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, fridge freezers, 
Range Cookers - gas, electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: Monday-Saturday 9am-5.30pm; Sunday 10am-4pm 


3a TY NEWYDD ROAD, KING SQUARE, BARRY 

r J . --j (opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse and showroom at 
252 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


• BRAND NEW APPLIANCES 
»MANY NEW MODELS IN STOCK 

SALE NOW ON 


OPEN: Monday ■ Saturday 9am ■ 5.30pm 


All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


LATCH 

donation 

MRS Sandra Owen, 
representing the 
charity LATCH 
children’s charity, 
was presented with 
a cheque for £200 
by Freda Rodger, 
chairman of 
Porthcawl 
Townswomen’s 
Guild, at its 
December meeting. 

She told members of 
the origins of the charity, 
and of her involvement 
following the illness and 
death of her son Emyr. 

The Emyr Owen 
branch of LATCH is due 
to open in Porthcawl in 
January and aims to 
raise £50,000 from fur¬ 
ther sales of his book 
Pigs in Space. 

This will help the 
important work of 
LATCH and is a positive 
way to remember Emyr. 

The meeting contin¬ 
ued with a quick meet¬ 
ing where members 
agreed to give £700 to 
Ty Cornel following a 
coffee morning in 
November. A big thank 
you to all the members 
and public. 

Also at the meeting 
there was a red stall and 
money raised will be 
going to The Sea Cadets. 

We then continued 
with entertainment pro¬ 
vided by members and 
our usual splendid tea. 

The next meeting will 
be on January 13 at 2pm 
at All Saints Church 
Hall, when Mrs Lillian 
Charles will speak on 
Faberge. Come and start 
the New Year with us! 

DR 



ABOVE: 

The schooVs choir entertained visitors outside 
with a succession of Christmas carols. 


SALE now on 



Luxury sofas & chairs - Some at 'A price! 
Solid Oak Dining Furniture at Huge Reductions 



Nursery 
Department 
Sale 

Everything for your baby 
at bargain prices. 

Nursery furniture - display 
clearances. 

Mannas & Papas Studio 
_special offers. 

reductions on prams, buggies, 
cots, high chairs, car seats, 
baby changers. 


EDDERSHAW S.com 


Lakeside, Swansea 01792 774400 
Hadfield Road, Cardiff 02920 229070 


TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • LEC 
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GEM letters 
extra... 

‘Correct’ figures on 
Defence College 


/ASSEMBLY^ 

NOTES 



by Jane Hutt AM 

(Minister for Business 
and Budget) 


V ICKEY WAY 
asks for cor¬ 
rect figures 
on the MoD St 
Athan Defence 
College (GEM let¬ 
ters, December 17). 

WAG’s statement to 
the public inquiry open¬ 
ing on January 12 does 
give some new figures. 

This gives all employ¬ 
ees as ‘of the order of 
3,000 - 35 per cent 
being military personnel, 
and “some 2,750 stu¬ 
dents at any one time.” 

These are less than 
half of what we were 
told originally, and are 
probably over-estimates. 

Can John Smith MP 
give evidence for assert¬ 
ing (article December 
17 ) that: “it will achieve 
significant savings for 
British taxpayers?” 

Private Eye this 
month reported the 
National Audit Office 
memo to the House of 


Lords inquiry into the 
“Private Finance 
Initiative” scheme, say¬ 
ing PFI now costs £23m 
more than funding 
£100m investment 
through government bor¬ 
rowing. 

The Lords questioned 
how PFI was made to 
look cheaper than public 
borrowing through 
manipulating the ‘public 
sector comparator’. 

Ex-Treasury official, 
Sir John Gieve stated: 
“That was a pretty crude 
rule, I always thought, 
and it was one we were 
trying to peddle for all it 
was worth.” 

Will Mr Smith agree 
to submit the Metrix 
deal to the National 
Audit Office, to show it 
really would save MoD 
money? 

Max Wallis 

(Barry & Vale Friends 

of the Earth) 


T HE New Year 
must bring new 
hope and new 
opportunities. There 
have been many com¬ 
mentators over the 
past few weeks dis¬ 
missing ‘New Year 
Resolutions’ as short¬ 
lived and easily mis¬ 
laid as the pressures 
of life take over. 

However, the 
Christmas and New Year 
break can give us all a 
time to reflect on past, 
present and future chal¬ 
lenges and this is partic¬ 
ularly important if you 
are embarking on a new 
role, as I am in the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government, as Minister 
for Business and Budget. 

However, the lead-up 
to Christmas was very 
busy in the constituency, 
attending many carol 
concerts and services, 
visiting Barry 
Community Hospital and 
care homes, buying local 
produce at the St Bride’s 
Major food fair, attend¬ 
ing two Arts Council 
funded ‘Night Out’ 
shows at the HUB and 
Castleland Community 
Centre - as well as 
meeting the driving 
instructors at the Barry 
Driving Test Centre to 
support them in the cam¬ 
paign to keep the centre 
open. This must be a 
number one campaign 
for Barry in 2010. 

It was good to see the 


sights of Barry on 
Christmas Day with the 
9.2 million viewers who 
watched ‘Gavin and 
Stacey’ attracting the 
fourth-highest TV view¬ 
ing figures that night! 

Our blue flag Barry 
Island beach looked so 
good and was the best 
free advertisement for a 
visit to Barry and the 
Vale of Glamorgan in 
2010 . 

The Vale is such a 
beautiful part of the 
world to visit, including 
the stunning Heritage 
Coastline, which has 
been captured so vividly 
by Joan Baker in a 2009- 
10 exhibition at the 
Orielau y Bont Galleries, 
Ty Crawshay at the 
University of Glamorgan 
in Pontypridd. 

I was fortunate to 
have a guided tour of 
this exhibition by Dr 
Ceri Thomas, the univer¬ 
sity’s curator. 

Bom and brought up 
in Victoria Park Road 
West in Cardiff, Joan 
Baker, who is still paint¬ 
ing at the age of 87, 
embarked on her career 
in art 70 years ago when 
she entered Cardiff 
College of Art where she 
taught for 38 years, 
becoming head of 
department. 

I wish to encourage 
people to visit her exhi¬ 
bition in the first week 
in January. In the publi¬ 
cation written by Ceri 
Thomas,Tiffany Oben 
and Julie Mathews, to 


introduce ‘Joan Baker A 
Retrospective - 65 years 
of painting since 1944’, 
her words from a 1979 
exhibition poster-cum- 
catalogue are repro¬ 
duced. 

She writes: “I always 
choose to work from 
direct experience and 
personal observation, 
trying to ‘realise ’ the 
ground beneath my feet 
and the sky above my 
head and all that hap¬ 
pens in between; this I 
find absorbs me entirely. 

“My most recent work 
has come about as a 
result of walking bare¬ 
foot over the shore from 
Colhugh Point to 
Whitmore Stairs many 
times...This shore which 
at first appears austerely 
simple reveals itself to 
be richly complex and 
forever changing. ” 

As well as enjoying a 
number of exhibitions, 
there has been plenty of 
music and singing to 
praise over the past few 


weeks involving schools 
and choirs. I look for¬ 
ward to the report on the 
Review of Music 
Education in Wales for 3 
-19 year olds and the 
progress of the ‘Can 
Sing’ programme to sup¬ 
port singing in schools 
which I launched in my 
former role as Education 
Minister for Wales. 

I asked the group 
chaired by Emyr Wynne 
Jones, to identify how 
music provision in Wales 
might be strengthened, 
with a view to bringing 
greater cohesion 
between statutory music 
provision and instrumen¬ 
tal/vocal tuition and to 
reflect on the extent to 
which music is being 
used in Wales to 
improve learners’ health 
and well-being. 

This brings me to my 
new role in the cabinet 
as Minister for Business 
and Budget. I was hon¬ 
oured to be asked to take 
on this ministerial role 


by our new First 
Minister, Carwyn 
Jones AM. He 
appointed his new 
cabinet on 
December 10 and 
we started work 
in our new roles 
immediately. 

My new post 
combines the 
roles of Finance 
Minister for 
Wales and 
Minister for 
Assembly 
Business (Leader 
of the House). 

I undertook this 
role for six weeks 
back in 2007, when we 
were negotiating the One 
Wales coalition 
Government agreement, 
which has been in place 
since that time. 

There is no question 
that my role will be chal¬ 
lenging, as we face 
tough financial choices 
in 2010. 

We have to sustain 


public services, as well 
as build on the policies 
and programmes of2009 
to help lead Wales out of 
the recession, creating 
jobs and providing the 
education and skills for 
our young people as part 
of a planned drive for 
economic and social 
renewal in Wales. 


Fewer councillors? 

I NSTEAD of closing useful council 
offices serving the community, why not 
reduce the number of councillors? 
Surely we don’t need so many, if any! 

The money saved could keep the offices 
open at least a few days a week. 

P Jones, Llantwit Major 


winter now on! 




plus 


NO DEPOSIT 





INTEREST 

FREE 

CREDIT 



Ask a Sales Consultant about our 360° Complete Service 

► CHOICE ►DESIGN ►PLANNING I INSTALLATION 


( Q£ interest free credit is subject to status, conditions apply. Minimum spend £200 on selected 
/pp departments. **Offer applies to doored kitchen cabinets only, excludes plumbing, electrics 
typical and ex-display kitchens. Discounts may vary according to range. Minimum spend £3000. 


Llantrisant 

Tel: 0845 050 8240 

also at leekes.co.uk 


Leekes 


You're 


lome 
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Llangan pupils were busy 


THE weeks leading up to Christmas were 
very busy at Llangan Primary School. 

There were a number of concerts, with the 
infants putting on two shows, one entitled ‘The 
Ten Christmas Snowmen’, and the other called 
‘The Jolly Christmas Postmen’. 

One highlight was when the school junior 


choir attended Holy Cross Church to perform in 
a carol concert. 

There was also a really fun day when the 
pupils turned up in their own specially-designed 
Christmas hats - and their imaginations clearly 
ran wild! (See next week’s GEM for photos). 




NEW CITROEN GRANDE C4 PICASSO 
7 SEATER1.6 HDi VTR+ initial payment£995* 




Worry-free means everything 
is included for peace of mind 


Motability 


Use your mobility allowance 
Breakdown cover 

and insurance 
Servicing and maintenance 
100 mileage allowance 
Specialist advice 


www.mofability.co.uk 

Not sure if you qualify for a Motability car? Call 0800 953 4002 




ABS with Electronic Brakeforce Distribution (EBD) • Cornering Stability Control (CSC) 

Driver’s and front passenger’s airbag • Front lateral airbags • Air conditioning • Power assisted 
steering and height-adjustable steering wheel • Front electric windows • Remote control central 
locking • Rev counter • Rear split/foldingseats 50/50 • RDS stereo radio/CD player • Rear window s 
wiper • Interior manually adjustable door mirrors • Lookpack • Modularity pack • Child pack 

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE CITROfen 


•VALID FOR QUALIFYING MOTABILITY CUSTOMER ORDERS BETWEEN 01/04/09 - 31/12/09 FOR CITROEN GRANDE C4 PICASSO. AVAILABLE FOR MOTABILITY CONTRACT 
HIRE SCHEME CUSTOMERS, ONLY ON QUALIFYING NEW CARS SOURCED FROM CITROEN UK LTD. ALL MODELS SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY AND QUARTERLY 
PRICE CHANGES. NO OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS APPLY. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS. 


OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES: URBAN CYCLE 38.7, EXTRA URBAN 55.4, 
COMBINED 47.9 (LITRES PER 100KM/MPG) & C02 EMISSIONS (G/KM). 


BASSETTS - BRIDGEND 01656 649009 

SOUTH ROAD, BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRIDGEND, MID GLAMORGAN, CF31 3UL 
www.bassettsbridgend.citroen.co.uk 


as Christmas approached 





The Monday Club’s 
‘Grand’ night out 

‘Oh yes they did — have a very Cowbridge - entrance via The 
good time!’ Broadshoard - normally on the sec- 

The Cowbridge (Gateway) ond Monday every month (7.30pm- 
Monday Club (affdiated to Mencap) 9 P m ) and a warm invitation is 
ended the year on a high - at The extended to anyone (16 years+) with 
Grand Pavilion, Porthcawl, when a learning difficulty, to join our 
they went to see Beauty and the Beast happy group. 

on December 28. We wish all our members, friends 

The group would like to thank the and helpers a very happy new Year. 
Vale Council for the grant it received Further information is available 

to pay for the coach there and back, from president, Betty Alden, on 01446 
The Monday Club meet in the 773373 or from me on 01446 781309. 
United Free church Hall (Ramoth), ANN ROACH 


ABOVE: Jamie 
gets into the 
Christmas spirit. 

Santa 
arrives 
a day 
early! 

T HE year 2009 may 
have been tough 
financially, but you 
would have thought 
if anybody was safe 
from having to take 
a second job, then it 
would be Santa 
Claus! 

However, the residents 
of Druids Green had a 
shock on Christmas eve 
when Saint Nicholas was 
spotted carrying not a 
bag of presents, but a 
bag of post! 

However, on closer 
inspection, any fears 
that Father Christmas 
was pulling double duty, 
were swiftly assuaged 
when it became apparent 
it was merely local post¬ 
man Jamie dressed up 
for the season. 

Resident Godfrey 
Suckling was on hand to 
capture the postman in 
his yuletide finery - 
though whether he was 
travelling by van or rein¬ 
deer is unclear! 



Cut Price 
KEY CUTTING 

25% off 

all types of keys 

(including household keys 
and car keys) 

6a Penny Lane Cowbridge 
(next to Strawberry Fields) 

Tel: 01446 773 756 

Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. 
Photocopies are not accepted.Valid until 31 st March 2010 
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SUNDAY 10th JANUARY 
ST DAVID S HOTEL & SPA 

SUNDAY 17th JANUARY 
MARRIOTT ST PIERRE (M48/J2) 

SUNDAY 31 st JANUARY 
VILLAGE CARDIFF (M4/J32) 

SUNDAY 7th FEBRUARY 
HILTON NEWPORT (M4/J24) 

SUNDAY 21st FEBRUARY 
VILLAGE SWANSEA (M4/J42) 

SUNDAY 28th FEBRUARY 
THE VALE RESORT (M4/J34) 

A VAL SLATER ASSOCIATE EVENT 

SUNDAY 28th FEBRUARY 
St FAGANS NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM 

A VAL SLATER ASSOCIATE EVENT 

SUNDAY 7th MARCH 
BRYN MEADOWS GOLF, HOTEL & SPA 

A VAL SLATER ASSOCIATE EVENT 

SUNDAY 7th MARCH 
THE BARN AT BRYNICH (A470/A40) 

ALL FAYRES OPEN 11.30am - 4.00pm 
ADMISSION FREE EVERYONE WELCOME! 

INTRODUCING MANY OF THE MOST EXPERI¬ 
ENCED, HIGHLY RESPECTED, WELL ESTAB¬ 
LISHED AWARD WINNING WEDDING PROFES¬ 
SIONALS IN SOUTH WALES 

^■ 


— wsmaiutaw. 

Superdry. 

SALE 


5 Westgate, Cowbridge 
01446 774571 
Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm 
www.amicicowbridge.co.uk 


Asm.il i 


Well done to 
Big Screen! 


The ‘Operation 
Christmas Child’ 
thanks locals for 
their generosity 


THANKS to the 
kindness of people 
throughout the Vale 
and Cardiff, 
Operation 
Christmas Child 
sent more than 
4,700 shoeboxes full 
of presents to chil¬ 
dren facing difficult 
lives. 

The shoeboxes had 
been donated by mem¬ 
bers of the public, 
schools, companies, 
churches and organisa¬ 
tions from communities 


churches to children 
aged between two and 
14, many living in 
orphanages, street shel¬ 
ters, hospitals, displaced 
persons’ camps, or those 
whose families are fac¬ 
ing hardship due to 
poverty. 

“The joy that the 
shoeboxes bring lightens 
their lives, and the care 
and consideration that 
people here put into 
choosing their gifts, 
shines through in the 
personal touches and in 
the items they send.” 


I T has been 
another great 
year (and a lot 
of hard work) 
from all the team 
who are unpaid 
volunteers at 
Cowbridge Big 
Screen. 

Each month, I, like 
many other ‘Big 
Screen’ viewers, look 
forward to our £3 treat 
- usually the last 
Thursday of the month. 

We have had a well- 
chosen variety of films 
in 2009 and we have 
our ice cream interval. 
They bowed to pressure 


after we saw Mamma 
Mia! to requests for the 
dress up singalong ver¬ 
sion! 

We ended the year 
with the film High 
Society, all singing 
along to the songs we 
knew (and thanks for 
the free mince pies\). 

We are looking for¬ 
ward to 2010 and will 
be keeping the last 
Thursday free. 

Thanks again to the 
team. 

Di Bithell, 

St Hilary 


SCHOOL FAIR GIVES 
HELPING HAND TO 
LOCAL CHARITIES 


YEAR-12 students at 
Ysgol Bro 

Morgannwg, who are 
all studying the 
Welsh Bac as part of 
their sixth form cur¬ 
riculum, arranged a 
Christmas fair for 
the younger pupils. 

Proving that they 
could work together 
effectively in groups, 
they all tested their 
entrepeneurial skills 
while raising money 
for various local 
charities. 


ABOVE: The pupils at Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg put together a wide range 
of stalls for their Christmas fair. 


across a wide area, 
including Barry, Cardiff, 
Cowbridge, Dinas 
Powys, Llantwit Major, 
Penarth, Radyr, Rhoose 
and Taff s-Well. 

The shoeboxes were 
checked in the Operation 
Christmas Child process¬ 
ing centres at Cardiff 
and Pontyclun, and were 
being sent to children in 
Belarus, Kosovo and 
Ukraine. 

Spokesman Ted Bird 
praised people’s gen¬ 
erosity: 

“On behalf of 
Operation Christmas 
Child and all our volun¬ 
teers, I just want to send 
a huge ‘thank you’ to 
every single person who 
donated a shoebox this 
year. 

“This has been a hard 
year for many people 
and we are just knocked 
out by the fact so many 
of them have put togeth¬ 
er a shoebox. 

“It has such a positive 
effect on the child who 
receives it, and I want 
everyone here to know 
that their gifts make a 
real difference. 

“When they arrive in 
the destination country, 
the shoeboxes are dis¬ 
tributed on the basis of 
need by local organisa¬ 
tions, charities and 


WE welcome your news, 
views and sports items. 
Please email them to the 
Editorial Department at: 

ggem @internet-today. co. uk 


\Bonny 

Tiler 


Wetroom 

Specialists 


• 

An ideal shower 
solution for your 
home 

Modern, stylish 
and spacious 

Full design and 
installation 

Supply & fit 
or fit only 

i* 

1 Bathrooms 

1 Underfloor # 

I Heating 




01446 796582 
07854 168459 


NEWS FROM YSGOL BRO MORGANNWG 
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‘Goodwill to all men’ shown by local pupils 


HAVING finished their end of term tests, 
pupils at St Richard Gwyn celebrated the 
Christmas season! 

Before the festive break, they presented their spe¬ 
cial Advent service, which recalled the time when 
the Holy Family had no home and depended on the 
generosity of others. The children remembered those 
who are without shelter, food and warmth through¬ 
out the world. 

Senior citizens in the community were entertained 
in the school hall to seasonal songs and music, with 
sherry, Christmas cake and a free raffle! 

That evening saw the pupils travel to Our Lady 
and St Illtud’s Church in Llantwit Major, where they 
took part in the local parish carol service. 

Year-10 pupils also delivered 60 hampers, 
crammed with Christmas goodies, and packed by St 
Richard Gwyn pupils, to the elderly, the homeless 
and a women’s refuge. This was part of the ‘com¬ 
munity challenge’ for their ASDAN Award. 

The senior pupils were moved by the warm wel¬ 
come they received everywhere they went, but espe¬ 
cially from people who do not get many visitors. 

Highlight of the week was to be the delicious 
Christmas lunches prepared and served by the 
school’s canteen ladies on the tables decorated by 
the pupils. 



Merit points for eating all your sprouts! 


We welcome your news, views 
and sports items. Please email 
them to : 

ggem @ internet-today, co. uk 


All joinery products 

made the way you want them... 

• Doors 

• Windows 

• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Mouldings 

• Hand-made Furniture 



Fully insured for your peace of mind 


GLYNN SEWELL JOINERY LTD 


With over 15 years experience, we have furnished many hous¬ 
es, hotels, hospitals and schools with excellent fixtures, fittings 
and fitted mouldings. No project is too big or small and all 
items are individually custom made. You can confidently rely 
on us to deliver a first class product with a price to match. 

01446 421112 

07813 840926/07973 530073 


e-mail: info@gsjoinery.net 




The Advent wreath marked 
the countdown to Christmas. 


Christmas 
lunches were 
enjoyed by 
one and all! 




Complete Project Services 

New Build, Loft and Barn Conversions 


To find out more please contact Fiona Evans directly on 
01656 849395 or 07866 769442 or visit www.aonebuilder.co.uk 


A One Construction 


A One Construction 


Is it me, or does the house seem smaller this year? 

As families grow, the combination of having lots of visitors and spending 
more time in your home over the Christmas holiday period and New Year 
makes it a time to reflect on how little space you really have. 

Many people are not keen on taking on a new mortgage in the current 
climate, but with low interest rates, they’re looking to use existing mortgages 
to make the most of the home they already own. 

Fiona Evans, Manager of A One Construction in Bridgend, has observed 
this pattern; they offer a full planning to build service and are currently 
working on many renovations and extensions for houses in the Vale area 
and other parts of South Wales. 

“Extending your home with a larger kitchen or extra bedroom, can make a 
tremendous effect on your living experience today, but will also pay 
dividends if you choose to move in the future.” 

Fiona offers a concierge service to her clients, using her wide 
experience of the building process to provide advice and support from 
the planning stage through to final completion. 

“We provide building services from small extensions to full house build, but 
whatever the project; service is our priority. Sometimes something so simple 
as choosing kitchen tiles with a client can help a project go smoothly, but 
that is just part of the service we offer.” 

So if you’ve had trouble accommodating the Turkey and your in-laws in your 
current dining room or have given up your bed for guests this Christmas, it’s 
worth considering that making a New Year’s resolution to extend the house 
will enhance your living space for the whole year, give you plenty of room 
for guests next Christmas and increase your property value. 
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CROSSE & BLACKWELL SOUP 


ITS GONE 


6X160G 
RRP. £2.99 


W 4X400G 

RRP. £1,99 


310G 

RRP. £1.59 


200G 


RRP 59P 


r MENtTSG0hE^ 

FS GONE 


ica; 


4X415G 


V.llErilTSSMl 

rs GONE 


350G 

85P/93P EACH 


ALL OFFERS ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT. WE RESERVE THE RIGHTS TO LIMIT PURCHASES. 

► VISIT FILCO BRANCHES AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS 

LLANTWIT MAJOR / COWBRIDGE / NORTH CORNELLY / SARN / 

TAIBACH / TALBOT GREEN / BRYNTIRION I CAERAU 


FILCO SUPERMARKETS 19 EOVERTON ROAD 
CF611XZ 

(01446) 792286 
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Pupils are busy as they 
prepare for Christmas 



ABOVE: The school team are pictured 
in their new kit. 


HOLTON 
Primary School’s 
pupils were 
praised for their 
singing, narrations 
and conveying of 
the Christmas 
Story as they cele¬ 
brated the end of 
term with infant 
and junior carol 
services held in 
Salem and 
Crossways 
Church. 

The school also cele¬ 
brated success in being 
one of the winning 
schools in the LEA’s 
pupil behaviour support 
team’s ‘anti-bullying 
poster competition’. 


The football team 
received a brand new 
kit from New 
Directions Supply 
Agency and the 
‘Friends of Holton 
Association’ raised 
£707 in the Christmas 


fair. 

The culmination of 
the term was a 
Christmas assembly 
with school staff enter¬ 
taining all 400 children 
with a rendition of 
‘Winter Wonderland’. 


Cwm Talwg’s young 
playgroup Nativity 



ABOVE: Pictured here are youngsters who 
took part in a Nativity at Building Blocks Playschool 
in Cwm Talwg Community Centre. 



A leisure centre 
merry Christmas! 


ABOVE: Santa and his helpers from Barry 
Leisure Centre helped entertain the 
children at an under-5s Christmas party. 

CHRISTMAS came 
early for local children 
at Barry Leisure 
Centre’s under-5s 
Christmas party. 

Santa took time out 
of his busy schedule to 
pop in and give pres¬ 
ents to the children, 
while they also had a 
great time enjoying a 
bouncy castle, face 
painting, music and 
arts and crafts. 


We welcome 
your news, 
views and 
sports items. 
Please email 
them to the 
Editorial 
Department at: 
ggem@ 
internet- 
today. co.uk 


PACT 

meetings 

CASTLELAND PACT, 

Civic Offices, Holton 
Road, Barry, January 11, 
at 7pm. 

DYFAN PACT, Barry 
Comprehensive School, 
January 12, at 6pm. 

ST BRIDES PACT, St 
Brides Church Hall, 
January 6, at 6pm. 
WENVOE PACT, 
Wenvoe Community 
Hall, January 11, at 
7.30pm. 

COWBRIDGE PACT, 

Cowbridge Council 
Offices, January 11, at 
7.30pm. 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
PACT, Llantwit Major 
Leisure Centre, January 
12, at 7pm. 
CORNERSWELL 
PACT, Cogan Leisure 
Centre, January 7, at 
7pm. 

DINAS POWYS PACT, 
Bethesda Hall, January 
11, at 7pm. 

ST AUGUSTINE’S 
PACT, Windsor Public 
House, January 13, at 
7pm. 

If you have any issues 
that are affecting your 
quality of life, contact 
your local 

Neighbourhood Policing 
team or you can log onto 
www. ou rbobby. com 


now long will your New Yewfe 
resolutions felt in 2010? 


Advertisement | 
feature 


Setting realistic goals is the 
key to making resolutions 
a real success this new year 


N EW YEAR res¬ 
olutions defeat 
so many peo¬ 
ple. On January 1, it 
is almost customary 
to start off with 
dozens of good inten¬ 
tions, only to fall by 
the wayside within 
days. So what is the 
key to changing your 
life for the better? 

The first piece of 
advice is: Set yourself 
realistic, not daunting, 
goals. 

People often write a 
list of the things they 
want to achieve in the 


New Year - lose 
weight, be fitter, stop 
smoking, drink less, 
learn a new skill, but 
too many objectives 
can overwhelm the 
good intentions! 

Pick one - or per¬ 
haps two things at most 
- that you think would 
enhance your life. 

Getting fitter is one 
of the most popular 
resolutions, but January 
is not the best time of 
year to start outdoor 
training. 

How realistic is it to 
start jogging on freez¬ 


ing days and icy pave¬ 
ments after getting 
home from a long day 
at work? 

Fitness regimes are 
better started in the 
spring when the milder 
weather arrives. 

If you must chal¬ 
lenge yourself physi¬ 
cally in January, why 
not join a local fitness 
club, perhaps with a 
friend? 

It helps if there is 
someone alongside you 
to stiffen your resolve 
when your will starts to 
ebb away! 



Enjoy exercise and meet new friends! 


2 LINE OWCG F J°™ 

EVENTS d 

LOOKING FOR EXERCISE THAT DOESN’T LEAVE YOU 
NEEDING A SHOWER OR HAVING TO DRY YOUR HAIR? 

There are many misconceptions about Line Dancing. We supposedly wear checked 
shirts and Stetsons and dance to Cotton Eyed Joe and Achy Breaky Heart. The truth is 
we wear regular clothes and dance to everything from Michael Buble to Lady Ga Ga. 
With simple steps and instruction we can teach you to line dance. Male or female, aged 
9 to 90, line dancing is achievable by everybody, plus you don’t need a partner. 
Join us and you will find a fantastic social life, with weekends away, day trips and 
social dancing organized throughout the year. 

CUT OUT THIS ADVERT and try one of our classes FOR FREE 
New Absolute Beginner class starting Thurs 14th Jan 2010 
at Pen Y Gawsi Community Centre, Llantrisant 12.30-1.30pm 


r 


s unu 

A 


Mondays 

1.45- 3.15pm 

Improvers 

Albert Road Parish Hall, Penarth 

Tuesdays 

10.00 -11.00am 
11.00- 1.00pm 
7.00 - 8.00pm 
8.00 - 9.30pm 
7.30 - 9.30pm 

Beginners 
Intermediate 
Beginners 
Intermediate 
Mixed Ability 

Albert Road Parish Hall, Penarth 
Albert Road Parish Hall, Penarth 

BP Sports & Social Club, Sully 

BP Sports & Social Club, Sully 

Nolton Church Hall, Bridgend 

Wednesdays 10.00 -11,00am 
11.00-12.30pm 
7.45- 9.45pm 

Beginners 
Mixed Ability 
Intermediate 

The Athletic Club, Pontyclun 

The Athletic Club, Pontyclun 

Cadoxton Methodist Hall, Barry 

Thursdays 

10.00 -11.30am 

11.30- 12.00pm 

12.30- 1.30pm 
7.00 - 8.00pm 
8.00 -10.00pm 

Improvers 

Intermediate 

Beginners 

Beginners 

Intermediate 

Pen-y-Gawsi Com Centre, Llantrisant 
Pen-y-Gawsi Com Centre, Llantrisant 
Pen-y-Gawsi Com Centre, Llantrisant 
BP Sports & Social Club, Sully 

BP Sports & Social Club, Sully 

Fridays 

10.00-12.00am 

Social Dancing Albert Road Parish Hall, Penarth 


Call Sian 07810 188100 or Lynda 07933 330636 

Email: bj.2@live.co.uk or visit our website 

www.bj2linedance.com 


If you are really seri¬ 
ous about changing 
your life for the better 
why not seek out spe¬ 
cialist advice. 

Few people have the 
mental strength to sim¬ 
ply say: ‘I’m going to 
stop smoking from 
January 1 ’ and then 
carry it through. 

Your GP will have 
lots of information 
about techniques that 
may help you to quit 
smoking. 

You can also talk to 
an NHS advisor on the 
smoking helpline on 
0800 022 4 332. 

One of the most 
important factors in 
making a success of 
resolutions, is planning 
the time you devote to 


improving your life. 

It is no good resolv¬ 
ing to become fitter 
than Ryan Giggs if you 
don’t set aside an hour 
or so on regular days - 
and follow it through in 
a disciplined way. 

Writing down your 
plans and sticking them 
on the fridge or on a 
notice board will 
remind you of what 
you want to achieve. 

So, remember, set a 
realistic goal, set aside 
the time and be disci¬ 
plined. 

Follow these simple 
steps and 2010 could 
be a year of self- 
improvement. 


Dance! Dance!! Dance!!! 

Come dancing with Steve and Lynne 
at their NEW BEGINNERS CLASSES 
in SALSA/SAMBA/CHA-CHA/JIVE at: 

1) . HIGHLIGHT PARK 
COMMUNITY CENTRE, BARRY, 
(behind Tesco’s), every THURSDAY, 
starting JANUARY 7th, 8 - 9pm 
(Improvers 9 - 10pm) 

2) . LOWER PENARTH 
COMMUNITY CENTRE, Brockhill 
Way, (opp Spar), PENARTH, every 
MONDAY starting JANUARY 11th, 

8 - 9pm (Improvers 9 - 10pm) 

Just come along and bring your friends!! 
Former pupils very welcome. 

Only £5.00 - Students £4.00 

Tel 02920 758708 or 07866 551346 

www. salsachacha. com 

Great fun and exercise, lose weight fast!!! 


Exercise regularly to feel healthier... 


' t r i 

&n^2j£ 

COME AND JOIN US IN 2010 

AT THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN'S LEISURE CENTRES 


LifeStjle !MMiriTTiinU, litres;* and a ran^ of ctfwr artMtie** make it cwsy 

to g*r tr In 2010 nt the Vila's Icsura Contra* m Co*t>bdgr„ LUintwtr and Penarth. 
Call into you* nearest Leisure Centre id Iyk) out more or gp ornne at... 


www.valeofglamoroan.gov.uk/leisurecentres 
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Barry College - 
Celebrating half a century at 
the heart of the Vale. 

Barry Colege if celebrating 50 years of its life and work at the heart of the 
community in the Vale. Each month In the Gem, Barry College will be looking 
back over the last 50 years - with memories and photographs from past 
students, staff and local residents. A dedicated website www.barry.ac.uk/50 
Includes even more. To contribute memories, photographs or register as a past 
student or staff member, go to the website or contact us 
email; 50years9barry.oc.uk or tel: 01446 725015 


The Arvx>cf Governor's Onner was held last week at Barry College. This year the guests also celebrated the College's 50th year. 

The dinner was attended by current governors, ther partners end Colege senior managers. Also invited to the dinner this year were 
Principals, Chairs of Governors and Regulars and Clerks to the Corporation from the last 50 years. In the Colege s history there have 
only been three Principals - the current Principal PaJ Hcfctead. Trevor Wimore and the founding Prindpd. the late Arnold James. 
There have also only been three Regskars and Clerks to the Corporation - Jock Bartow. Mke Boias end Yvonne Rynn. 

Chair of Governors. Peter Cepe welcomed the guests and commented on the College’s growth in student numbers. "We have 
gone trom having 17 students In the first year, to reaching the 10.000 merk tar the first hme this year - with the total student 
number currently of 10.024." 

The formal dinner was held in the Bony Colege Glamorgan Suite and was prepared and served by the department's students. 
Before dinner. Danny Cooper, a second year Hospitdity and Catering student said Grace in both Welsh and English. Deb 
Hilberg. a lecturer from the Hospitcdty and Catering deportment, made a cake to mark the 50th celebrations and to echo the 
25 year celebrations - where a cake was also made.During the evening, guests looked though photographs and enjoyed 
shcring stones about the 50 years of life and work at Barry College. 



PrincipoH. Chart at Governors and 
ftegsfcars and Clerks to the Carporafton 
cut the cake. 



HospHaUy and Catemg Lecturer 
Deb Hilberg made the SO year 
celebratory cake. 



HospMty and Catering lecturer and 
technician Jo Hardng worked at both the 
25 year ond 50 year celebratory dinners. 


Hospctaity and Catering Lecturer and Technician and long serving member of staff. Jo Harding not only worked at the 
celebration, but abo of the celebration for the 25 yea anntversay. She scfd. Tm very proud of tte department's achievements 
over the last 25 years. The College has changed so rrauch but the dedication of the department has remained at the high 
standard if has atways achieved." 


Do you have a special memory or story about Barry Colege? 

Do you have any photographs ot Barty College taken over the years? 


Whether a past student, member of staff, friend of the College or loco! resident - we all shore In the College’s heritage 

All those who contribute photographs or written memories will receive a thonk you tetter ond 
commemorative gift. The website www.barry.ac.uk/50 also Inciudes details of planned activities and events through the 
academic year to allow all who wish to participate in celebrations the opportunity to do so. 

florry CoWege wt assume the consent of aV those who appear in any photographs ond written statements contributed relating to the 
eoltege ond rh 50fh ceteProtiaru for use on the? Barry College wetostfe marketing rrarertafc and restated medta coverage. By contributing 
ihnoges/jratementi you ore agreeing to grant Barry Cortege a royalty tree Icence to pubW\ edt and use such 

materials for the purposes stated above. 
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Man who attempted 
to rape a sleeping 
woman caught by 
DNA after 10 years 


Young ‘responder’ 
Cieran will join his 



ABOVE: Cieran and Dave Thomas. 


A SEX offender who 
climbed into bed 
with a woman asleep 
in her home, was 
jailed for life at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court on December 
21 after being caught 
through his DNA 10 
years later. 

Leighton Morgan (44) 
tried to rape the woman 
(42) after sneaking into 
her Barry home while her 
husband was away on 
business. 

He believed he had got 
away with it until he was 
arrested a decade later, 
when police took a routine 
DNA sample. 

The court heard that it 
matched his DNA found 
10 years ago at the scene 
of the sex attack - and his 
victim knew her attacker 
was at last caught. 

Morgan’s victim, a 
married mother-of-one, 
was home alone in Barry, 
while her husband was 
away on business. She had 
accidentally left the back 
door open and Morgan 
walked in to attack her as 
she slept. 

The mother-of-one told 
the jury: “I remember feel¬ 
ing somebody on me. I 
was drunk. I thought it 
was my husband trying to 
have sex with me. I think I 
told him to get off. 


“Then I put my hand up 
and touched his hair - it 
was different from my 
husband so I opened my 
eyes. I saw a man with 
dark hair in a yellow T- 
shirt. I don’t remember 
anything else.” 

The jury was told the 
woman passed out and 
Morgan fled from her 
home. Cardiff Crown 
Court heard that when 
Morgan was arrested, he 
denied all knowledge of 
the crime. 

When police confront¬ 
ed him with DNA evi¬ 
dence, he said he had been 
at the house and admitted 
indecently assaulting the 
woman. 

But Morgan, of Briton 
Ferry, was found guilty of 


attempted rape and his his¬ 
tory of harrassing women 
was revealed. 

The court heard 
Morgan had prowled out¬ 
side the houses of other 
women, stalking them and 
sending them explicit text 
messages. 

A number of his former 
girlfriends told police 
Morgan was “controlling 
and violent” and had an 
extremely high sex drive. 

Morgan was jailed for 
life. Judge Roderick 
Evans, KT, told him: “One 
lady described you as jeal¬ 
ous, abusive, and aggres¬ 
sive. I’m satisfied you 
remain a danger to women 
in the future and it’s not 
possible to say how long 
you will remain a danger.” 


A local teenager is 
linking up with his 
dad as a lifesaving 
first responder, now 
that he has turned 
18 years of age. 

The Barry scheme is 
one of the most success¬ 
ful in Wales and is one 
of the busiest - its mem¬ 
bers have attended more 
than 530 calls so far this 
year. 

The group boasts one 
of the youngest mem¬ 
bers, Cieran Thomas, 
who for two years has 
shown an interest in the 
scheme, having watched 
his father take part in it 
for several years. 

He has been unable to 
join as the entry age for 
responding is 18 years of 
age. 

Cieran, 18 this month, 
is now looking forward 
to joining the respon¬ 
ders, having already 
completed the training in 
October. 

The training pro¬ 
gramme requires no pre¬ 
vious experience and 
involves participants 
undertaking basic CPR, 
the recognition and treat¬ 
ment of many life-threat¬ 
ening conditions, and the 
use of a defibrillator, a 
vital piece of equipment 
for use in cardiac arrest 
situations. 

Cieran said: “I wanted 
to join the scheme 
because I feel that as a 
young person, there are 


not many opportunities 
for me to become 
involved in such impor¬ 
tant work in the commu¬ 
nity. 

“I don’t believe that 
there is anything more 
rewarding than potential¬ 
ly saving human life. In 
fact, can anything be any 
better than that? 

Cieran will team up 
with his father Dave for 
night time duties in the 
Barry area. 

There are schemes 
across the Vale, includ¬ 
ing Penarth, Rhoose and 
the rural Vale. If you are 
interested in becoming a 
responder for any part of 
the Vale, a new recruits 
training course is to be 


scheduled for 
February/March 2010. 

You must be aged 18 
or over, preferably hold 
a full driving licence and 
be subject to a CRB 
check before joining the 
scheme. 

Local businesses and 
companies can also 
assist by sponsoring the 
vital life saving equip¬ 
ment. 

Further details can be 
obtained via the group 
website www.barry- 
responders.org.uk or by 
telephoning the team co¬ 
ordinator Bryn Foley, on 
07779 658331. 

DT 


CCTV HELPS WITH 
TEN ARRESTS 

CCTV operators working under the umbrella of 
the Safer Vale Partnership, assisted with 10 
arrests in the week ending December 20. 

CCTV contacted the police on 43 occasions, with 
two arrests made on December 14 for assault (Merthyr 
Street, Barry). 

One arrest was made for theft at Kingsland Crescent, 
Barry (December 15) while two arrests were made at 
Main Street, Barry, on December 16 - one for posses¬ 
sion of heroin and the other for public order. 

One arrest was made on December 17 for theft at 
Holton Road. 

In addition, four arrests were made on December 19 
- three for public order (two persons, Windsor Road 
Penarth; one person, Broad Street, Barry) and one for 
assault (Windsor Road). 
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AMs express 
concern 
at ‘excessive 
drinking’ 

ALCOHOL-RELATED admissions to 
Llandough Hospital through A&E have 
increased by almost 20 per cent since 
2002-03, according to figures obtained by 
regional AM Chris Franks. 

Over a six-year period, the total number of cases 
recorded in the Cardiff & Vale NHS Health Trust 
area was 6,904. In 2002-03 the number of cases 
recorded was 1,039, but this had risen to 1,488 by 
2007-08. 

More than 50 admissions to Llandough Hospital 
involved the under-18s, the South Wales Central AM 
was told. 

The total number of annual admissions rose at 
Llandough from 613 in 2002-03 to 724 in 2007-08. 

Mr Franks, AM for South Wales Central, who 
requested the figures, said: “They give a strong indi¬ 
cation of the impact drinking alcohol to excess has. 
There’s already a lot of evidence showing that cheap 
drink is fuelling a booze culture and ruining so many 
lives - the individuals themselves and their families. 

“Plaid has real concerns about the numbers of 
under-18s admitted to A&E departments and the fig¬ 
ures probably represent the tip of the iceberg. 
Clearly a system which is designed to prevent under- 
18s drinking is failing.” 

Fellow Plaid AM Leanne Wood, a former Valleys 
probation officer, added: “There has been talk in 
Scotland about whether a minimum price should be 
set and I know that is view shared widely by medical 
and public health professionals.” 

Former Social Justice Minister Dr Brian Gibbons 
said last month that it was of serious concern to him 
that a person could consume more than their 
desired daily intake of alcohol for less than £1. 


We welcome your news , views 
and sports items. 

Please email them to the 
Editorial Department at: 

ggem @internet-today. co. uk 


The BIG Winter 

SAT.F. 

SALE NOW ON 

BIG Savings on EVERYTHING 
throughout the store 

Ciplati ♦ Ifun«ij • >ia«il • Mft <x»Al • QmIi 
B orratii * tUWcr ( arairll • WlllU A (immIMit 

■rm|Mir • Mtyaw** ■ KHuni * Mu*n • V*il> IHiiIinh 
r • StUiiu . >Min imwv 



up W 



Finance iviiblik* 
Vk WUgCl JftQCtf tcv I.c< >.uk 




\V.<> £799 iuvu £300 

Now on*y £499 

Now onljf £499 


c*. W1 


George Street Furnishers 


Furniture • Carpets 

NEWPORT 01633 214241 

New Year’s Day 10am-5pm; Sat 9am-5.30pm; Sun llam-5pm 
Mon 9am-8pm; Tues/Wed 9am-5.30pm; Thurs 9am-8pm. 


1 Beds • Bathroom s 

CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 

New Year’s Day 10am-5pm; Sat 9.30am-6.00pm; Sun 10.30am-4.30pm 
Mon 9.30am-7pm; Tues 9.30am-6pm; Wed 9.30am-7pm Thurs 9.30am-6pm. 
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CAMERON’S ’REVOLUTIONARY’ 
SCI-FI EPIC IS A SMASH HIT 


I’m king of the world” 
- so spoke James 
Cameron in 1998, 
moments after land¬ 
ing the 11th Oscar for 
his blockbuster epic 
Titanic - yet, despite 
his self-anointed title, 
you would have 
thought the king had 
abdicated his throne, 
seemingly vanishing 
from the movie land¬ 
scape. 

However, behind the 
scenes Cameron was a 
busy boy indeed, shoot¬ 
ing several undersea 
documentaries, using up- 
to-the-minute camera 
technology and develop¬ 
ing a new way of incor¬ 
porating effects and 
three-dimensional cam¬ 
erawork that would ‘rev¬ 
olutionise’ cinema. 

The fruits of his pro¬ 


brother in a mission to 
the planet of Pandora, 
home of a mineral that 
the now-ravaged earth 
depends upon for its sur¬ 
vival. 

Taking the form of a 
genetically engineered 


standing without being 
excessive, delicate with¬ 
out lacking substance; it 
is a visually arresting 
film that looks absolute¬ 
ly beautiful. 

Cameron’s intention 
to make Avatar a film 


‘avatar’, Sully begins the that immerses you is 


mission - but when he 
runs into Neytiri (Zoe 
Saldana), a Na’avi 
native, soon he finds 
himself torn between his 
mission and his new¬ 
found life as an ‘avatar’. 

Given that 2009 has 
been the year where 3-D 
has become the de 
rigueur cinematic trend, 
it seems particularly apt 
that the most promising 
film to emerge from this 
arrived just in time for 
Christmas; and what a 
cinematic present Avatar 
is; it is the first film to 
truly use the new tech- 


longed absence are final- nology to its limit. 


ly available to sample, 
as his first film since the 
one about the big ship 
lands in cinemas. 

Entitled Avatar, it is set 
in the future and tells the 
story of Jake Sully (Sam 
Worthington), a para¬ 
plegic Marine who is 
hired to replace his 


It may have been 12 
years since James 
Cameron last helmed a 
cinematic blockbuster 
but the director shows 
no signs of rust nor shy¬ 
ness when it comes to 
the bombast he creates 
on screen. 

His direction is grand¬ 



Join a warm and friendly group near you today... 

DAY GROUPS 
WEDNESDAY 

Penarth - 9.30am 

All Saints Church Hall, Victoria Square 
Linda 01446 761150 


THURSDAY 

Barry - 10.15am 

Castleland Community Centre 
Belvedere Crescent 
Niki 01446 740394 

Cowbridge - 10.00am 

The Duke of Wellington 

High Street 

Lina 01656 890708 

EVENING GROUPS 
MONDAY 

Barry - 4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, Junction of Court Road 
and Llanover Street 
Lorraine 01446 407002 

Penarth - 6.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist Church 
Elfed Road 
Niki 01446 740394 
Rhoose - 6.30pm 

Celtic Way Community Centre 

Celtic Way 

Helen 01446 750738 

TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.45pm 

Market Street Social Club 

Upstairs Function Room 

Joanne 01446 404897 

Barry - 4.30pm 

St. Davids Methodist Church Hall, 

Winston Road 

Annamarie 01446 736534 


0844 897 8000 

ilmri«► jvsvrid x .a i i 


Llantwit Major - 4.45 & 6.45pm 

Old School, 

Wine Street 
Helen 01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School, 

South Road 
Niki 01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 

Barry - 4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis 
Millennium Centre 
Park Road, 

Porth-y-Castell 

Annamarie 01446 736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton Methodist Church 

Church Road 

Joanne 01446 404897 

Cowbridge - 6.00pm 

The Duke of Wellington 

High Street 

Lina 01656 890708 

Penarth 5.00 & 7.00pm 

All Saints Church Hall, Victoria Square 

Linda 01446 761150 

THURSDAY 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Highlight Park Comm. Centre, Barry 
Annamarie 01446 736534 

Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 

The Cabin, by swimming pool 

Hebron Hall 

Lorraine 01446 407002 


Sffnmmq 
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SCREEN 

TALK 


achieved sublimely, and 
gone is the primitive 
ideal that people only 
gravitate towards 3-D 
when things come leap¬ 
ing out of the screen at 
you. 

Instead, each and 
every frame blossoms 
with detail, the film 
enriched by the depth 
that the 3-D effects 
offer; seeing the planet 
of Pandora in its glori¬ 
ously colourful hues will 
take your breath away, 
while the action 
sequences, hardly a 
Cameron weakness, are 
given an extra visceral 
feel and are hugely 
impressive. 

Given the propensity 
of films being made 
based on existing materi¬ 
als, it is a testament to 
Cameron's creativity that 
he has created from 
scratch such a dense and 
enveloping universe that 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


feels totally original and 
captivating, and the 
attention to detail in the 
most miniscule of things 
is incredible. 

The story is steeped in 
the tradition of epic 
movies - the likes of 
Star Wars, Dances with 
Wolves and The Last 
Samurai are all touch¬ 
stones to a degree - but 
from this most universal 
of tales Cameron wrings 
extra mileage, bearing 
the influence of the 
director’s own work, as 
much as that of similar 
films. 

It may be a tad too 
predictable, the beats all 
too familiar, but the 
presentation is near 
faultless and breathes 
fresh life into a common 
story. 

He draws a wonderful 
array of performances 
from a cast who are all 
superb, particularly Sam 
Worthington who, as 
Sully, is our eyes and 
ears as we enter this new 
world. Tipped for big 
things, the Australian is 
charismatic and anchors 
the film wonderfully. 

The likes of Michelle 
Rodriguez, Sigourney 
Weaver and Joel Moore 
offer dependable sup¬ 
port, while Zoe Saldana 


manages to offer a con¬ 
vincing turn despite 
being a computer effect, 
the technology capturing 
every nuance of her per¬ 
formance, creating a per¬ 
fect blend of digital 
effects and performance. 

Every epic needs a 
villain, and Avatar has 
two, both played to per¬ 
fection by Giovanni 
Ribisi, as the company 
man with little concern 
for the need to foster 
relations with the 
Na’avi, and Stephen 
Lang as Colonel 
Quaritch, a security 
chief with a lust for 
action. 

Both are villains in 
the most modern sense, 
viewing their jobs as a 
necessity with the ends 
justifying the means, but 
they offer a ‘boo-hiss’ 
quality without being it 
being reductive to their 
characters. 

Quite whether or not 
Avatar will be the film 
that revolutionises cine¬ 
ma remains to be seen - 
but certainly the possi¬ 
bilities offered by the 
film show just how well 
the technology can be 
used, 

However, strip away 
the frills and Avatar is 
still an absolutely 
thrilling cinematic 
adventure. 

VERDICT The best 
use of 3-D to date, and a 
truly immersive experi¬ 
ence, Avatar is an 
incredibly strong piece 
of work that keeps you 
rooted to your seat 
throughout. 

James Cameron’s 
direction is excellent, 
both expansive and inti¬ 
mate, and coupled with 
strong turns, makes for a 
top-class viewing experi¬ 
ence. 

Essential viewing. 


Your chance to win 
the GEM/Ferris 
Entertainment 
performing 
scholarship 2010 


GEM/Ferris Entertainment Voucher valid 
for 

FREE MASTERCLASS 

Your chance to learn from world class tutors 
in Screen-acting and Dance 
JANUARY 9th from 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm 
at Stanwell Hall, Victoria Road, Penarth 

(Opposite Station Approach) 

Participants must be 10 years of age or over. 


FOLLOWING the 
success of last 
year’s GEM per¬ 
formance scholar¬ 
ship, this year two 
lucky readers, one 
male and one 
female, are being 
given the chance to 
win a scholarship 
for a term at Ferris 
Entertainment per¬ 
forming arts 
Saturday classes. 

This is the third year 
of the GEM/Ferris schol¬ 
arship, now worth £155 
- the previous winners 
were Jemma Birkett in 



ABOVE: If you win the GEM/Ferris 
Entertainment free scholarship, you will have 
a full term under the guidance of top tutors 
such as Peter Ferris (centre left) and Steffan 
Puxon. 


Martine McCutcheon, 
Louise Redknapp, Claire 
Sweeny, Claire Goose, 

2008, and Elliot Ismail in anc j Sheree Murphy. 


2009. 

Jemma has already 
justified winning the 
scholarship by starring 
this year in a film called 
Delusions, which was 
premiered at Cannes. 

Jemma and Elliot will 
both audition in the New 
Year for the new CBBC 
series Sadie Jones. 

The winner of the 
2010 scholarship will be 
taught screen acting by 
Peter Ferris, who tutored 


Choreographer Stefan 
Puxon, who will teach 
dance, can currently be 
seen appearing as a lead 
dancer on Pixie Lotte’s 
new video. 

Anthony Cable, whose 
West End career includ¬ 
ed performing in stage 


age and upwards and 
present your voucher 
from The GEM on sign¬ 
ing in. 

You will then be 
given a badge to identify 
you to the teachers and 
principals of Ferris 
Entertainment 
Performing Arts. 

At the end of the free 
masterclass two lucky 
GEM readers will be 


S ^-°»Y S SUC Jff S Sound c h 0S en by the teachers 
°f Muslc : Whistle Down and awarded the scholar _ 


VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED) 

NOTICE OF DESIGNATION AND VARIATION 
OF CONSERVATION AREAS 

Notice is hereby given, under section 70(1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 that The Vale of Glamorgan Council (hereinafter referred 
to as “the Local Planning Authority”) has by a resolution passed on 2nd September 2009, 
made variations to the areas designated as the Barry Garden Suburb, Barry Marine, 
Bonvilston, Cadoxton, East Aberthaw, Flemingston, Gileston, Llanbethery, Llysworney, St. 
Hilary, St. Nicholas and Wenvoe Conservation Areas as referred to in Schedule 1 to 12 
hereto. These areas are considered by the Council to be of special architectural or historic 
interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve and enhance. 
The effect of the variations are as follows: 

1 Conservation area consent will now be required for the demolition of all unlisted 
buildings (other than excepted buildings) in the designated area; 

2. Planning applications for development which would in the opinion of the Local 
Planning Authority affect the character or appearance of the designated area must be 
given publicity and representations received as a result of the publicity must be taken 
into account in determining the application; 

3. It becomes an offence subject to certain exceptions to cut down, top, lop, uproot, 
willfully damage or willfully destroy any tree in the area except with the consent of the 
Local Planning Authority within the designated area; 

4. The Local Planning Authority are now under a duty to formulate and publish proposals 
for the presentation and enhancement of the designated area. 

5. The restrictions above (1 - 4) no longer apply to areas that no longer form part of the 
designated area. 

Plans showing the revised boundaries of the Conservation Areas and copies of the 
Character Appraisals and Management Plans defining the special character of the 
areas are available for inspection during office hours at the office of the Director of 
Environmental and Economic Development, Planning and Transportation, Docks Office, 
Subway Road, Barry. Alternatively, they can be viewed and downloaded from the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council’s website at www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning and Transportation 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 


the Wind and Anything 
Goes with John 
Barrowman, will provide 
singing tuition. 

The free masterclass 
will be held at the 
Stanwell Hall, Victoria 
Road, Penarth (next to 
the Paget Rooms build¬ 
ing) on Saturday January 
9 from 2pm - 5pm 
To qualify for the 
free masterclass, you 
have to be ten years of 


ships. 

Other participants will 
be offered the opportuni¬ 
ty to enrol for the term. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, or to have direc¬ 
tions emailed to you, 
please contact Peter 
Ferris, at Ferris 
Entertaiment on 07801 
493 133, or via email 
at info@ferrisentertain- 
ment.com 


Ferris Entertainment 

Academy of Performing Arts 

Acting Agency FEA Management 
(London, Cardiff, Belfast, Marlborough 
near Swindon) 

Screen Acting, Audition Technique, 
Singing and Dance. 

Prepare for the profession 
or just for fun! 

SATURDAY CLASSES 2pm - 5pm 

10 years up to mid 20’s 

FRIDAY NIGHTS 6pm - 9pm 

Late teens to any age over! 

We are proud of our standards 
and reputation (no contracts). 

See the GEM’s Free masterclass 
voucher on page 16 
to be held at Stanwell Hall, 
Victoria Road, Penarth 
to book coll 08454 724 725 or 07801 493 133 

E-Mail: info@ferrisentertainment.com 

www.ferrisentertainmeiit.com 
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Out and About with The CiEM 



BARRIVALE BRIDGE CLUB ROUND-UP 

Meet the four aces! 


The winners of the ‘4 Aces’ teams trophy, Marjorie Morgan, 
Lyn Matthews, Alan Jones and Judith Owen. 


THE latest results from Barrivale Bridge Club are as follows: 

Tuesday, December 8. 

First, Kay Dyer and Mike Close with 65.00 per cent. 

Second were Denis Mottram and Noelle Bond (60.42) and third were Betty 
Lewis and Jane Brook (55.83). 

Kay and Mike also won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale. For more information tele¬ 
phone 01446 733425. 

Concert gives ABBA 
faithful a nice warm 
bath in nostalgia 


FOLLOWING on from the 
huge success of the Mamma 
Mia movie, the latest extrava¬ 
ganza, the ABBA Show, came 
to Cardiff on December 17. 

As the ticket holders arrived, it was 
easy to spot the ABBA enthusiasts in 
the crowd. 

There were look-a-likes arriving in 
costume, the Cardiff International 
Arena (CIA) was about three-quarters 
full, and the faithful were about to lie 
back in a warm bath of nostalgia. 

Not a cheap bath either. Up on stage 
were the National Symphony of 
London, no less, conducted by 
Matthew Freeman, ready to do justice 
to Benny and Bjorn’s hit factory. 

An ABBA concert - even if the 
originals have long moved on to other 
projects - gives fans a chance to wait 
patiently for their favourites, and to 
put their heart and soul into the songs 
as, one by one, they evoke that long- 
lost land when they were young and in 
their prime. 

There may be many ABBA tribute 
bands and shows touring the world at 
the moment, but the show that hit the 
CIA featured musicians who could do 
full justice to the ABBA songbook - 
when you hear a symphony orchestra 
in full flight tackle the songs, you 
realise that Bjorn and Benny wrote 
more than simple pop songs. 

There was even an original band 
member on stage. Playing the saxo¬ 
phone was Ulf Anderson - and he was 


a seriously cool player who attracted 
wild applause every time he launched 
into a solo. 

Having said that, Ulf was not the 
only excellent instrumentalist. The 
entire band was packed with talent and 
they were a joy to listen to. 

Was there a down side to the 
evening? Well perhaps it was the 
female vocalists, Camilla Dahlin 
(Agnetha) and Katja Nord (Frida). 

Perhaps they had spent too long per¬ 
fecting their impersonation, but their 
movements came across as robotic - 
particularly during the first half of the 
show. Certainly, when it came to sell¬ 
ing the songs, they seemed to lack 
enthusiasm and even a little confi¬ 
dence. 

Over the years, there have been 
many ABBA tribute bands and imper¬ 
sonators, but these two were not exact¬ 
ly division one performers. 

However, no one can really resist 
ABBA at their best, and the second 
half just kept piling on the old 
favourites, making it a memorable 
evening, with even Camilla and Katja 
getting caught up in the mood and 
relaxing and letting rip. 

The West End show (soon followed 
by the film) of Mamma Mia has given 
the ABBA franchise a kick that puts it 
into the stratosphere of nostalgia 
shows, and very few people could 
have left the CIA last week without a 
spring in their step. 

EILEEN BENNETT. 


Leicester’s Restaurant 

The Great House Hotel * * * 

Laleston, Bridgend CF32 0HP 
2 @ @ AA Rosettes 


WE ARE CHANGING 

Our award winning team at the Great House have created a new, 
reasonably priced menu to fit the current economic climate! 


Main Meals 
between 
£7.95-£14.95 
Still with our 
fantastic local 
fresh produce 



Lunchtime Special 
2 courses - £8.95 

Early Bird 
Dinner Special 

2 courses - £14.95 


GREAT SERVICE. GREAT FOOD. GREAT PRICE 

Tel: 01656 657644 • www.great-house-laleston.co.uk 


Win a pack of 
Festive stamps 


Nita wins a ‘Wonder 
of Christmas’ hamper 


ROYAL Mail, Post 
Office and 
Parcelforce 
Worldwide workers 
across Wales were 
busy handling mil¬ 
lions more extra cards 
and presents in the 
run-up to Christmas. 

Together, staff from 
the three Royal Mail 
Group businesses 
brought glad tidings to 
customers as they trav¬ 
elled the country and 
served customers at busy 
refurbished main Post 
Office branches. 

As a thank you to cus¬ 
tomers, Royal Mail in 
Wales is offering a belat¬ 
ed festive treat to the 
winners of our festive 
competition in The 
Glamorgan GEM in the 
shape of a delightful 
Christmas Stamp 
Presentation Pack and 
First Day Cover, plus an 
added bonus of £50 
worth of Post Office 
vouchers, exchangeable 


at many leading High 
Street stores. 

To enter the competi¬ 
tion, simply answer this 
question: Who is ‘Saint 
Nicholas’ better known 
as? 

A Father Christmas B 
Nicolas Cage C Easter 
Bunny? 

The lucky winners 
will receive a pack of 
stamps and £50 worth of 
Post Office vouchers, 
while runners-up will 
receive a pack of 
stamps. 

Send your entries, 
marked Christmas 
Stamps, to The 
Glamorgan GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7EL 
no later than Friday, 
January 8. 

No correspondence 
will be entered into and 
judge’s decision is final. 

Good luck! 


Ty Hafan lottery 



Mrs Nita Nally MBE was presented with the hamper by the 
branch manager of Waitrose, Caroline Sullivan. 


AFTER a record number of 
entries to The GEM the winner 
of the Waitrose ‘Wonder of 
Christmas’ hamper was Mrs 
Nita Nally of Osyth Court, 
Barry. 

Mrs Nally was a very worthy win¬ 


ner - she was awarded an MBE in 
1992 for services to the local commu¬ 
nity and to charities. 

She told The GEM she was delight¬ 
ed with the hamper, and was looking 
forward to sharing it with her family in 
Barry over Christmas and the New 
Year. 


Ice show aims to 


draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
597. 

# The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£3,500 was not claimed 
this week. 


646059 

717330 

699129 

339429 

827446 

720326 

783151 

530344 

576233 


343053; 
112096; 767980; 
342369; 
198502; 
607923; 
738787; 
667473; 
737203; 

101020. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 


• £ 2 . 

• 

324753 

749304 

570855 

802954 

477472 

348702 

561232 

465471 

444706 

744765 

125427 

458239 

705651 

429672 

167441 

342623 

631291 

371818 

832186 

292818 

671815 

497224 

181649 

156804 

428749 

770887 

501947 

731605 

348616 


1,000: 492740. 
£10: 570935 

801651 
114717;112397 
425972 
691997 
104178 
313529 
787071 
162891 
741039. • £5 
704087 
651775 
574109 
439594 
487936 
323516 
274746 
769414 
460628 
616409 
933780 
233573 
233950 
112167;338550 
858492 
379954 
171584 
150829 
781750 
667672 


errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 

Felinfoel 

winners 

THE winner of our 
recent Felinfoel 
Brewery Company 
competition was 
Mrs H Brown of 
Bridgend, who won 
27 cans of the com¬ 
pany’s Double 
Dragon Ale. 

Two runners-up, who 
each win 12 cans, were 
Mr PH Williams of 
Cowbridge and Mr 
Parsons of Barry. 

Congratulations to 
you all. 


be most lavish yet 



Skaters tumble from 
the sky in airborne gym¬ 
nastics and spiral and 
dance on the ice with 
dynamic energy, per¬ 
forming some of the 
most dramatic lifts ever 
choreographed in a 


Holiday On Ice produc¬ 
tion. 

The show is in Cardiff 
International Arena on 
February 9-14. 

Visit www. holiday on- 
ice. co.uk for more infor¬ 
mation. 


‘Dance Thru 
History’ at Barry 
Arts Centre 


AN exhilarating 
fusion of fire, air, 
earth and water is 
the theme of the 
new Holiday on 
Ice production, 
Spirit - presented 
by the world’s 
most visited ice 
show. 

The show offers a voy¬ 
age from east to west, as 
world-class ice skaters 
glide from sunrise to 
nightfall, recreating the 
ethnic splendour of Asian 
cultures, ancient mysti¬ 
cism of Stonehenge and 
tribal gathering of Native 
American Indians. 

The artistic director 
Robin Cousins and cho¬ 
reographer Karen 

Kresge, have co-pro- 
duced the show. Robin 
Cousins said: 

“Collaborating with long 
time friend and choreog¬ 
rapher Karen Kresge has 
helped me bring a differ¬ 
ent feeling to this pro¬ 
duction of Holiday on 
Ice. 

“We have a synergy 
that perfectly matches 
the ideas that bind the 
scenes of ‘Spirit’ togeth¬ 
er. It's lavish, ethereal 
and exciting, everything 
a good show should be.” 


CHANGING Scene 
Dance Company 
held its Christmas 
show at the Barry 
Arts Centre. 

The Mayor of Barry, 
Coun Howard Hamilton, 
attended the opening 
night of ‘Dance Thru 
History’. The show was a 
tribute to the history of 


back to where music and 
dance began, ‘The Year 
Dot’ with the Flintstones 
in Bedrock, through to 
the 1920s and 1930s with 
the Charleston and the 
Chaplin Ballet. 

The second half of the 
show was a remix of 
Michael Jackson music, 
Billy Jean, Bad and 
Smooth Criminal, 


Andrew RT Davies AM 


Welsh Conservative Assembly Member 
for South Wales Central 



If you would like to attend 
an advice surgery, please 
contact: 

National Assembly, 

Cardiff Bay, CF99 1NA 

Tel. 02920 898523 

4| Ceidwadwyr Welsh 

Cymreig Conservatives 


Website: www.andrewrtdavies.com 
Email: andrewRT.davies@wales.gov.uk 


music and dance. together with a tribute to 

The first half of the Patrick Swayze and Dirty 
show took the audience Dancing. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL 
WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 



All cats have 
been neutered and 

microchipped 
Tel: (01656) 721496 


All our work is funded by Charity Shops. We sell bric-a-brac, 
books, clothes and all items of furniture and we can collect. 

Tel: 01656 737827 or 01656 653456 
www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Anybody who wants clothes collecting, 
please contact the above telephone numbers 
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ST BRIDES INFANTS SPEND 
CHRISTMAS WITH THE ALIENS! 


Thursday, December 31st, 2009 


News from the 
Cowbridge 
Rotary Club 



ST BRIDES 

MAJOR C/W 
Primary school 
have been on an 
intergalactic jour¬ 
ney to Bethlehem in 
their recent infant 
production, 
Christmas with the 
Aliens!. 

The story revolves 
around a group of 
aliens who find them¬ 
selves stranded on 
earth when their space¬ 
ship breaks down. 

The Aliens are 
helped by children who 
are presenting their 
school nativity. They 
learn all about 
Christmas and decide 
to go and tell the uni¬ 
verse the important 
message of the birth of 
Jesus. 

The children enter¬ 
tained parents with lots 
of laughter and won¬ 
derful songs. 


Llancarfan Primary 
pupils enjoy fun plays 


AS part of their 
Christmas celebra¬ 
tions, pupils at 
Llancarfan 
Primary School put 
on two original, 
light-hearted plays 
that went down a 
storm with parents 
and staff. 

The infants staged a 
magical performance, 
entitled Whoops a Daisy 
Angel, which told the 
amusing story of a clum¬ 
sy and untidy angel 
spreading the news 
about the birth of Jesus. 

The juniors told of the 
birth of Jesus from an 
animal’s perspective in a 
play entitled ‘ Stable 
Manners'. A very clever 
and funny script provid¬ 
ed an alternative twist to 
the Christmas story. 

Mr Huw Lewis, head¬ 
teacher at Llancarfan 
Primary School, com¬ 
mented: “Teachers and 
pupils worked really 
hard on this year’s 
Christmas plays and the 
results have been fantas¬ 
tic. So many parents 
have said how much 
they enjoyed both per¬ 
formances which were 
original and humorous. 

“Some of the pupils 


also had the opportunity 
of trying out their set 
designing skills. I would 
also like to take this 
opportunity to say a big 
thank you to staff and 
parents for their hard 
work and support this 
year.” 

After the performanc¬ 
es, some of the main 
characters were on hand 
to help raise £250 on 
behalf of Cowbridge 
Rotary Club for ‘Purple 
Pinky Day’, a charity 
which helps provide 
polio vaccinations over¬ 
seas. For every £1 
raised, five children will 
receive this life saving 
vaccination. 

Llancarfan pupils 
were rewarded for their 
hard work this year with 
a trip to see the 
Christmas spectacular, 
Robin Hood with John 
Barrowman, at The New 
Theatre, Cardiff. 

This was the perfect 
opportunity for pupils to 
experience the fantastic 
atmosphere of the the¬ 
atre and see the profes¬ 
sionals at work. The trip 
was a huge success and 
everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed it. 

SIAN HASKELL 

Year-5 pupils Jack, 
Mali and Alex wrote 


the following review of 
the performances: 

“What fantastic per¬ 
formances from the 
pupils of Llancarfan 
Primary School who put 
on these stunning nativi¬ 
ty plays. Everyone 
worked really hard 
preparing for these 
Christmas concerts and 
are very grateful to Mrs 
Griffiths and Mrs 


1 WOULD like to 
remind 

Cowbridge and 
Llanblethian resi¬ 
dents that the grass 
at the junction of 
Love Lane and 
Broadway is NOT a 
dog toilet... 

On Boxing Day, after 
rescuing my young son 
from the obstacle course 
of dog poo that had been 
deposited there, I count¬ 
ed four different 
deposits! 

This is not only unhy¬ 
gienic but anti-social as 
well. These owners can- 


TURBINE PLANS 
FOR SCHOOL 
PLANS have been sub¬ 
mitted to the Vale plan¬ 
ning department for the 
installation of a wind 
turbine which will pro¬ 
vide electricity for 
Llangan Primary 
School. 

I understand that the 
land in question has been 
donated to the school, by 
Mr John Homfray of 
Penllyne Estate. This 
generous gift will be 
fully used for parking by 
parents and visitors to the 
school. 

IMPORTANT 
MEETING 
THE annual general 
meeting of the Llangan 
and St Mary Hill com- 


not have a conscience if 
they allow their dogs to 
poo on the pathways we 
walk on, or on the grass 
areas where our children 
play? 

We are lucky to live 
in a beautiful area, but it 
is blighted by the end¬ 
less stream of dog poo. 

What is the solution - 
ASBOs for owners? Do 
any other readers have 
ideas as to how we can 
rid our community of 
this thoughtless and anti¬ 
social behaviour by 
some dog owners? 

Mrs Margaret Lowe, 
Llanblethian 


Knevett for making some 
amazing costumes”. 


Dog owners with 
no conscience! 


munity hall will take 
place on Friday, 
January 15, at 7.30pm. 

Please make every 
effort to attend, as sever¬ 
al members are standing 
down. 

Unless a new commit¬ 
tee is formed, hopefully 
with new ideas, there is a 
possibility that the hall 


will close. 

RETIREMENT 
MR MIKE HALL, who 
has served on the 
Llangan Community 
Council for many years, 
has announced his 
retirement from the 
council. 


Vale Mayor’s 
charity support 


THREE charities 
will benefit by 
£1,542 - thanks to 
the festive fundrais¬ 
ing efforts of Vale 
of Glamorgan 
Mayor Coun Emlyn 
Williams. 

With the support of 
council staff, officers 
and members, and chari¬ 
ty representatives, Coun 
Williams organised a 
Christmas raffle, the pro¬ 
ceeds of which went to 
the National Coastwatch 
Institute (Nell’s Point), 
Cardiff and Vale 
Breastfriends and the 
Alzheimer’s Society. 

Coun Williams said: 

“I am delighted that, 
with the support of so 


many people across the 
whole council, and 
friends and colleagues, I 
was able to raise such a 
marvellous amount for 
these three very worthy 
causes, which I am sup¬ 
porting during my year 
of office.” 


Silk workshop 

GLAMORGAN Guild of 
Weavers, Spinners and 
Dyers is holding a silk 
spinning workshop with 
Margaret Hansford on 
January 16 at the Scout 
Hall, Dinas Powys from 
10am-4pm. 

Members £12, visitors 
£15. For more details, 
ring Margaret on 029 
2053 0125. 


COMMUNITY 

, NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Santa's tour 
and collection 
boosts Stroke 



Santa’s tour of villages around Cowbridge. 
THE Rotary Club of Cowbridge would 
like to thank all the people of the town 
who generously donated to the presi¬ 
dent’s charity, the Stroke Association, 
during recent events. 

Father Christmas returned to Cowbridge to visit 
the homes of as many children as possible. He was 
assisted by members of the Rotary Club and 
toured around the town and villages. 

Parents and neighbours gave generously and 
£640 was collected over three nights. 

The Rotary Club held a street collection for 
Stroke Association and raised £633. 

A community carol singing event in the town 
hall on December 16 resulted in £110 in the buck¬ 
ets. The Rotary Club would like to thank 
Cowbridge Lower School Choir and the PiCoLo 
Orchestra (below) for performing and making the 
evening a success. 

The Rotary Club is grateful to everyone who 
gave so generously. AL 



Test centre looks 
for 500 backers 
- to help save it 

AN online campaign has been launched 
to save the Barry Driving Test Centre. 

Local driving instructors hope to get 500 names 
backing a petition, which demands that the test cen¬ 
tre should not be closed - leading to people having 
to take tests in Bridgend or Cardiff. 

Ian Wilcox, a spokesman for the campaign com¬ 
mittee, told The GEM: “The majority of driving 
instructors working in the Vale have got together to 
fight the closure of the Barry Driving Test Centre. 

“We have now come up with the idea of an 
online petition which will be running until January 
11 . 

“People who wish to support us should go to the 
link at http://sarebad.epetitions.net 

“Complete your details and any comments, then 
click on ‘submit’. 

“The petition website will then send you an e- 
mail with further instructions. 

“We need to get 500 or more names on the peti¬ 
tion, which is then going to be given to our local 
MP or AM at a meeting on January 12.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt said: “I have recently written 
again to Paul Clark MP at the Department of 
Transport to reiterate my concerns over the closure 
of the Barry Test Centre and have invited him to 
meet with me and see the centre. 

“I have also raised this matter with Peter Hain, 
Secretary of State for Wales, and would urge as 
many people as possible to log on to the website 
and add their signatures to the petition to save this 
much-needed and highly-valued facility.” 

The Driving Standards Agency (DSA) says the 
Test Centre will close on March 26. 
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ST DAVID’S CHURCH IN WALES PRIMARY 
SCHOOL PUTS ON A CHRISTMAS TREAT 



Santa and his reindeers. 







V 


The pink fairies. 



The fivers! 



Santa’s helpers. 


THE infant department at St David’s 
Primary performed Santa’s Christmas 
Factory, which was a smash with parents. 

During the concert, the children whizzed back to 
the North Pole on Santa’s sleigh to fix a broken 
teapot. 

The children visited Santa’s workshop, where 
they met the elves and menders who were busy mak¬ 
ing toy soldiers and dolls ready for Christmas Eve. 

Throughout their journey, they met shimmering 
snowflakes, dancing snowmen and magical fairies. 
When the children awoke on Christmas morning, 
they found their toys and one fixed teapot for Mum! 

The junior department put on their own produc¬ 
tion of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Each 
year group took a scene from the book and created 
an evening of song and drama. 

The children visited the chocolate room, the 
inventing room and had a trip on a pink boat along a 
chocolate river! 

The audience were entertained by the Oompa 
Loompas and a strictly come dancing jive in Willy 
Wonka’s factory. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed appearing in the 
production. 

The staff of St David’s would like to thank all 
their parents for providing such wonderful costumes. 

K ANTHONY (deputy headteacher) 



Two Willy Wonkas. 



Year-5 Oompa Loompas.. 



The machines in the inventing rooms. 



The Jolly Snowmen. 



Year-6 pupils. 





The children arrive in Bethlehem. 


The dancing snowflakes. 


Year-6 Oompa Loompas. 
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Primary school pupils 
Christmas lights with a 


CHILDREN from Peterston-super-Ely 
Church in Wales Primary School switched 
on the village Christmas lights and then 
sang carols around the tree. 

Afterwards, the pupils were given a treat 
with orange squash and snacks. 

In the evening, Santa visited the after-school 
club party and he had a special present for 
each of the 30 children. 




welcome the 
carol concert 





Local YMCA 
hosts a top 
rhythmic event 


The Barry YMCA 
was proud to be 
selected to host the 
recent Rhythmic 
Gymnastics Inter- 
Area 

Championships. 

The facilities at the 
Hub played a perfect 
part in hosting the 
event. The atmosphere 
was electric, helped by 
the staging provided by 
Barry Leisure Centre to 
seat the large crowd, 
and the decorations 
from Dr Bobs Balloons 
- all provided free of 
charge. 

The Gladstone room 
underwent a serious 
transformation the 
night before the com¬ 
petition, with help from 
coaches and parents to 
host the 170 routines 
which would be taking 
place. 

The Tynewydd room 
became the warm-up 
hall for 83 gymnasts 
and did not disappoint 
with ample room to 
practice before the 
competition. 

The event was 
opened by all the gym¬ 
nasts from the Barry 
YMCA rhythmic com¬ 
petitive group who per¬ 
formed a warm up to 
Hannah Montanna 
music. 

It was a great start to 
the event and enthused 
the audience. 

The competition 
brought together four 
clubs (Barry YMCA, 
Phoenix of Cardiff, 
Llanelli and 
Haverfordwest). 


Clubs team up to 
create an east and west 
team and battle not 
only for individual 
rankings but the team 
title. 

The Barry YMCA 
won 13 overall medals 
with the fundamentals 
group under-8 Emily 
Glass (third). Under-10 
Seren Cummings 
(first), Leah Jen ki ns 
(second) and Holly 
Price (third). 

In the under-12s, 
Sophie Pemberton was 
first. 

Novice competition: 
under-7 Elen Williams 
(second), under-8 
Daisy Connolly (3rd), 
under-10 Joanna 
Hourihan (second), 
under-11 Chloe Johns 
(first), under-12 Ffion 
Byrne (first) and 
Georgia Smith (third), 
Junior, Elle Gwatkin 
(second) and Cody 
Byrne (third). 

The team title was 
looking very close until 
the final round, where 
the intermediate juniors 
performed. 

The west had several 
more experienced gym¬ 
nasts at this level than 
the east. 

This was reflected in 
the results, which saw 
the trophy returning to 
the west (Llanelli and 
Haverfordwest) for the 
fourth consecutive 
year. 
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Penarth & District 
Ramblers enjoy 


their 

AFTER battling 
with the cold 
weather and snow 
and ice on the lead- 
up to Christmas it 
was inevitable that 
some people, after 
the excesses of 
Christmas Day, 
would relish the 
chance to get out 
into the crisp fresh 
air on the first of 
the festival of win¬ 
ter walks on Boxing 
Day. 

Unfortunately, 

Geraint the leader, was 
indisposed after slip¬ 
ping in the icy condi¬ 
tions a few days previ¬ 
ously and hurting his 
back (hopefully, not too 
seriously) and we wish 
him a speedy recovery. 

Stepping into the 
breach, Joy, Bracken 
and Bronte welcomed 
13 keen walkers and 
dogs Jodie, Ali and 
Bramble at Dinas 
Powys village square on 
a cool, overcast morn¬ 
ing with dark clouds 
threatening rain, but 
nobody seemed at all 
bothered. 

With care - as pave¬ 
ments and side-roads 
were still icy - the 
group made its way up 
towards Dinas Powys 
Golf Club. 

Climbing gently 
uphill towards the 
Beauville Lane, as a 
rain shower fell, the 
usually luscious greens 
were covered with thick 
ice, which certainly pre¬ 
vented any play by 
golfers! 

Passing the One 
o’clock Gate, the group 
left the lane entering 
into Park Wood and, 


festive 

climbing uphill, fol¬ 
lowed the leaf strewn, 
muddy tracks in a circu¬ 
lar route around the 
wood. 

Descending via a bri¬ 
dle path which was 
frozen solid, the dogs 
slithered and slid down¬ 
hill as if they were 
toboggans and had a 
merry time chasing 
each other. 

Joining the farm 
track below, with bright 
sunshine overhead, the 
group walked towards 
Michaelston, turning to 
make its return through 
muddy fields that led 
back to the Millfields 
and a short walk up 
through the village to 
the start point. 

DOWNS WALK 

The Downs at St 
Nicholas was the start 
point for the Sunday 
morning festival walk 
and nine walkers, half 
of whom were members 
of Valeways, and dogs 
Bracken and Bronte, 
joined leader Barbara 
Palmer on a dry, bright 
sunny morning with a 
cool south westerly 
wind blowing. 

Setting off across the 
Downs towards 
Penrhiw Farm the group 
crossed stiles that led 
them to the narrow 
squelching muddy path 
below the St Lythans 
TV mast and made their 
way to Twyn yr Odyn. 

Following the lane in 
a westerly direction 
they turned off at the 
still-icy track leading to 
Lodge House Farm and 
having slithered their 
way through, crossed a 
stile into fields leading 
to Coed Nant Bran. 

Making their way 
across a series of open 


walk 

fields they reached St 
Nicholas village and 
walked a short distance 
along the side of the 
busy A48 before cross¬ 
ing to go past the 
imposing 14th century 
village church which 
contains the Cory fami¬ 
ly tomb, a renowned 
coal and shipping fami¬ 
ly, in its churchyard. 

Joining part of 
Valeways Millennium 
Trail prior to deviating 
through fields and a 
wood, they emerged 
onto the lane by 
Haelfaes and returned 
by lane to re-cross the 
A48 and make their 
way back to the Downs. 

On New Year’s Day, 
meet at 10am at 
Cosmeston Country 
Park for a four-mile 
easy/mod walk in the 
Sully area; contact 
Janet/John on 01446 
418514. 

On January 2, meet 
at 10.30am at Wenvoe 
War Memorial for a 
four-mile easy walk in 
the Wenvoe area; con¬ 
tact Geraint on 029 
2051 5278. 

Wear suitable cloth¬ 
ing, preferably boots 
and carry waterproofs, 
food and drinks. 

Some degree of fit¬ 
ness is required and if 
you are in any doubt, 
then please contact the 
walk leader for advice. 
For other groups’ walk 
log onto www. ram¬ 
blers.org.uk 

Rucksack badges, 
programmes and mem¬ 
bership advice can be 
obtained from Pam on 
029 2021 9102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


DESPITE the cold 
frosty weather, the 
carol singing 
around the villages 
by St Bridget’s 
church was success¬ 
ful, collecting more 
than £200 - and the 
curry to warm up 
at the Fox and 
Hounds afterwards 
was very welcome! 

Carols sung around 
the Christmas tree at 
Ogmore-by-Sea on 
Saturday with presents 
for the children were 
greatly appreciated; the 
tree was courtesy of the 
Community Council. 

THE local produce 
market held at the 
church hall on December 
19 was again a success, 

Rhoose 

surgeries 

Councillors Jeff 
James and Gordon 
Kemp will be holding 
one of their regular 
advice surgeries on 
Saturday, January 9 
from 10am to 12 noon 
at the Rhoose 
Community Hall, 
Stewart Road, 

Rhoose. 


with more stalls and a 
Christmas atmosphere. A 
‘blind’ auction took 
place for a beautiful 
painting of the old 
Grammar School at 
Cowbridge. 

This was painted and 
donated by local artist 
Peggy Oaks in aid of 
church funds and was 
won by Mr G Jones, of 
Moor Farm, Coychurch. 

A CANDLE-LIT 
carol service took place 
at All Saints, 
Southerndown, on 
December 20, with a 
number of local children 
taking part. 

WHAT a lovely sur¬ 
prise for a 91-year-old 
lady in Ewenny Road, St 
Brides Major, when 
Guides from the Wick 
and St Brides Girl Guide 
group delivered a beauti¬ 
ful box full of Christmas 
goodies to her door. 

THE weather on the run¬ 
up to the Christmas holi¬ 
day caused chaos on the 
roads around the area for 
folk and their Christmas 
shopping, with vehicles 


and pedestrians sliding 
all over the place on the 
ice. 

People attending 
church for midnight 
Mass and Christmas 
morning service at St 
Bridget’s are very grate¬ 
ful to Mark Stevens for 
clearing the access to the 
church. 

MANY Happy 
Returns to Jenny Lewis, 
who celebrated a sur¬ 
prise birthday party with 
family and friends at the 
Fox & Hounds, St 
Brides Major, on 
December 28. 

RESIDENTS’ house¬ 
hold recycling centres 
are open daily with 
exception of New Year’s 
day; crew on site will 
assist upon request with 
unloading, should you 
have difficulty doing so. 

Most items are recy¬ 
cled, including kitchen 
appliances, car batteries, 
electrical equipment, 
lighting, cloths and 
everything collected at 
the kerbside. 
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r JONES 

Eunice Grace 4 f 

Felicity and Tim would like to thank all 
Mum’s family and the many friends who 
came to her funeral at Holy Trinity, Llandow, 
for their words of support and comfort and 
also all those friends and family members 
who sent messages of support. 

In particular, we would like to thank: 

The Reverend Peter Leonard for the beautiful 
service which allowed everyone to 
remember Mum and everything she was as a 
person; Gareth and Kathy Jones for all their 
help and support and for Kathy playing the 
organ; Nest Mansell Hughes for all the love, 
help and support she has given at this time 
and over many years; Joe and Sandra 
Amodeo for all their love, help and support 
now and over the many years of their 
friendship with Mum and Dad; The Mothers’ 
Union for all the help they provided with 
refreshments; Mrs Ti Ann Leonard for all of 
her support; Mrs Jennifer Denniston for all 
her help in organising the refreshments after 
Mum’s funeral and Thomas Bros, Llandough, 
for their excellent professional arrangements 
and their kindness. 


LEGAL 

SECRETARY 

Busy Cowbridge Solicitors 
require full time secretary. 

Free car parking available. 

Please send CV to Larby Williams, 
60 Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 
as soon as possible and to reach us no 
later than the 8th January. 


HMft) KteQte©© 

c i Congratulations 

Nathan & Hannah 

(Francis) i 

on the birth of our beautiful 
first grandchild 

Elizabeth Molly 

on 16th December, 2009 

r with much love from Anne & Rob (Mum & 1 
Dad), Tristan, Ning, Aaron, Julia, Jotham, 
Helene & Great Grandparents Faith & Glyi^^ 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £100 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 



All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£75 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07989 366919 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk j 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


ATTENTION ALL 
SERVICE PROVIDERS! 


2010 is upon us. Have you planned your 
marketing strategy yet for the year ahead? 

Wny not call for prices? 

Promote your business with 

The GEM 

reaching Penarth to Porthcawl 


THOMAS 

Rosina 

On December 21, peacefully at Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, Rose (Gelliwen), beloved wife 
of Michael, loving mother of Christine and 
son-in-law Keith, devoted gran of Lisa, much 
loved sister of Marion and Harry. Resting at the 
Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Wednesday, January 6, service 
and cremation 1.15pm at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend. Family flowers only may be sent to the 
Funeral Home, donations in lieu if desired to Ward 
4, Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend, c/o J 
James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


JONES 
Gary Owen 

)assed away on December 18, 2009 at 
Holme Towers, Penarth. Husband of Pam, father 
of Gill, father in law of Simon, brother of Pat 
and Grandfather of Gabriel and Taylor. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fonmon, until Funeral at St Athan 
Church on Monday, January 4 at 2pm. 

No flowers by request. Donations in lieu if 
desired to Holme Towers Cancer Care, c/o W 
James, 11 Fonmon Rd, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ 


PRICE Pamela 

On December 20 peacefully at Llandough 
Hospital, Pamela of Llantwit Major, beloved wife 
of the late Joffre, dearly loved mother of Michael 
and Ian, a much loved grandmother. Resting at 
the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday January 5, service 
1.30pm at St Illtuds Church, Llantwit Major 
followed by cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend at 2.45pm. Flowers 
may be sent to the Funeral Home. 




In Memoriam 

THOMAS 

Viv 

Remembering a dearly 
loved brother, and uncle 
who sadly passed away 
December 29th, 2000. 
Always in our thoughts, 
your loving sister 
Glenys and family. 
xxx 


TWCLLdBtGiflS 

REQUIRED 

/Central BarryV 

f Professionals only. Double r 
& single rooms available. 

£90 & £80 per week 

(incl. bills except phone) 

Tel: 01446 412419 
or 07774 841161 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 



Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 


Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 


l?®Gr“ ©ate 


04 VAUXHALL 
CORSA 1.2 SXi 5-dr 

Silver, a/c, remote central 
locking, alloy wheels, cd play¬ 
er, 2 owners. Tax Jan 2010, 
MoT July 2010. 

Good condition. 

£2,995 

07894 233331 
01446 403333 01 

19991 Litre 

Vauxhall 
Corsa 3-Dr 

Hatchback, Red, 79,000 
miles, manual, petrol, 12 
months MOT, VGC. 

£750 ono 
01446 710365 i0 

49 


Classic Motorcycle 

Royal Enfield 
350cc 

1960‘Bullet’ 

MOT’d. 

£2,250 ono 
01446 733233 

49 

53 Vauxhall 
Corsa 

1.2 Club 

Silver, 31,700 miles, 12 
months MOT, 4 months Tax. 

£3,300 ono 
07545 628986 d0 

49 
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ADVERTISE HERE for up 

to 4 weeks for 50p a word 
plus VAT. To take advantage 
of this offer simply either 
send in your description 
along with a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to “The Glamorgan 
Gem” at The Gem, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must con¬ 
tain a residential land line 
telephone number. You may 
alter your advert as items 
are sold. Sorry no refunds 
are given. 

RELYON KINGSIZE MAT¬ 
TRESS Royal Connaught 
Dreamworld Executive with 
pocket springs. Expensive 
when new. £125 ono. Tel. 
Cowbridge 01446 773596. 
(01) 

CALICO SOFA Two seater, 
four cushions £100 ono. Tel: 
07714 961182.(51) 

DARK OAK Computer 
desk, 5 doors, bought from 
Pump House, Cardiff. 
Excellent condition, bargain 
at £85. Tel: 01446 420966. 
(51) 

ACORN STAIRLIFT Three 
months old. Price new 
£2,900, sell for £1,900 ono. 
Tel: 07971 576836. (51) 
CANNON GAS COOKER 
Eye level grill, exc cond plus 
utensils £50 ono. Bamboo 
furniture, sun lounge £20. 
Fireside chair, Upright back 
with wooden arms £20. 
Items at Rhoose. Tel: 02920 
882856. (51) 

LARGE TWO SEATER 

Marks & Spencer sofa. Dark 
maroon, still wrapped. 
Originally £1,200, sell at 
loss £395. Tel: 01446 
760681.(51) 

TOYOTA RSC000 Easy 
sewing, includes 3 piece 
stainless steel scissor set 
and accessories. 21 differ¬ 
ent functions. Boxed - brand 
new £95 ono. Tel: 01446 
773906. (51) 

SAMSUNG 21” TELEVI¬ 
SION Colour, new, genuine 
offer. Still under warranty 
until Sept 2010. Base table 
included, £80. Tel: 01446 
751118. (51) 

TRAVEL COT £15, Men’s 
medium Carver Fischer skis 
£50, 8 Plastic storage boxes 
£15. All vgc. Tel: 01446 
761163. (50) 

HOSTESS trolley in 

brushed stainless steel 
(HL6232/BS/UK). Never 
been used and still sealed 
in original box £150 ono. Tel: 
07815 058283.(50) 

THE ultimate present 7ft 
slate pool table, super con¬ 
dition. Tel: 01446 

775736/07788 742766. (50) 
EXERCISE walking 

machine, make me an offer, 
item must go. Tel: 01656 
663601.(50) 

SNOOKER table (fold up) 
4ft 6in x 2ft 6in with cues. 
Excellent condition £30. Tel: 
029 2070 3673. (5) 

ERCOL table, four Quaker 
chairs with cushions, side¬ 
board, 2 seater settee with 
cushions £275 (will sell sep¬ 
arately); Lebus dressing 
table £25, all vgc.Tel: 01656 
665678. (50) 

‘COSATTO’ Mobi Travel 
System. Aber/grey. From 
birth (including car seat) 
£500 new, sell for only £80. 
Tel. 01446 421147. (49) 
RALEIGH SUNBEAM 
BIKE Age 6 to 9, £30. Tel: 
01446 792182.(49) 

BRAND NEW White UPVC 
windows, doors, French 
doors and panels. Please 
phone for details. Tel: 07971 
836812.(49) 

YAMAHA ORGAN 

Electone EL7, dual key¬ 
board, as new £350. Tel: 
01656 652561. (49) 
LARGE MAHOGANY 
Display/drinks cabinet 
£150. Medium mahogany 
display/drinks cabinet £100. 
Mahogany extending table 
& 5 chairs £100. Low level 
electric cooker £50. Oblong 
oak side table £30. Tel: 
01443 227164. (49) 
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ARE YOU READY FOR 

DIGITAL? 



FREE ESTIMATES 
FREE SKY DIGITAL 

Domestic & Commercial 
Discount for OAP’s 
All work guaranteed for 
12 months 


FREE INSTALLATION 
SAME DAY SERVICE 

24 Hour 7 Day Service 
Motorised & Fixed Systems 

• Italian • French • Turkish 

• Arabic • Spanish • Polish 



Digital Aerials supplied and 
fitted repaired and adjusted 
Digital switchover specialists 
RDI approved installers 
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• Limited Offer: New Sky Plus Digital Systems Free + 

Free standard installation • Sky High Definition from £29 

Telephone Paul Williams 0800 731 4538 ^ 

www.onevisionltd.co.uk ' - ' 



GRABit 


327 Vale Enterprise Centre, 
Hayes Road, Sully CF64 5SY 
Tel: 01446 700 535 
Fax: 01446 738 085 

Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 
All size plant with drivers for hire 
Footings to DPC 
Demolition 

Concrete Raft, Structural Works 
Grab Hire Service 
Site Clearance 
Registered Waste Carriers 
Garden Landscaping/Paving/ 
Slabbing/Dropkerbs & Tarmac 


FAST & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


PLANT HIRE LTD 

Groundworks, Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 


REGISTERED WASTE CARRIERS 

18 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £140 per load 
14 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £120 per load 
7 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £80 per load 
Green loads collected - tree trunks, brushes, hedges, conifers. 

AGGREGATE DELIVERIES 

10 ton scalpings @£150 per load • 10 ton I Omm clean stone @ £220 per load 
10 ton sand sharpe/build @ £220 per load • 10 ton stone dust @ £220 per load 
"Ibp/Recyded soil available — All prices exclusive ofVAT 

For advice and free quote, call Wendy on 01446 700535 Fax: 01446 738085 


C. ANDERSON 

(BARRY) LTD 


Est 1949 

General Builders & 
Property Maintenance 
Specialists 

Roofing, Fascias & 
Gutters, Plastering, 
Carpentry, Decoration, 
Renovations & Extensions 
Free Estimates 

Tel. 01446 737291 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® Barry 
742928 

• Extensions 

• Grant Work 

• Roofs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio/Drives 

• Fibreglass Flat Roofs 

Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


VALE DIGITAL 

AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALIST 

Freeview & Freesat specialist 
Sky & Freesat HD systems installed 
LCD & Plasma wall brackets supplied & fitted 

Tel: Tim on 01446 J93 189 • 
0777 HO 0300 anytime 

Competitive prices • Free Estimates • 7 Day Service 

COVERING ALL AREAS 


DIGITAL AERIAL & 
SATELLITE SERVICES 

(established 1980) 
REGISTERED DIGITAL INSTALLERS 
DIGITAL SWITCH OVER SPECIALISTS 

Digital aerials. Sky Plus or Sky HD installed, 
repaired or adjusted at competitive prices, with 
discounts for OAPs 

For a free estimate, advice or any service, 
call Colin Williams on 

FREEPHONE 0800 317536 


B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


> GENERAL BUILDING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

• KITCHEN FITTING 

• PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

•PATIOS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



CONSTRUCTION 

Gary Richards 

• New Build 

• Extensions 

• Renovations 

T: 01656 674009 
M: 07815 730480 
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l st Digital 

Aerials 

FreeView digital switchover specialists. 

Free split for second room 
with every high gain aerial 

For friendly advice, contact 

Tel Adrian Whitlow on 
01446 747875/07999 331160 


www.lst-digitalaerials.com 
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SATELLITE AND AERIAL SPECIALISTS 
Sky Installations • Upgrades • Multi Room • Freesat 
Freeview • Home moves • Telephone Extensions 
• European Systems • Free Estimates 


Call Simon Now 
Day Service 
sales@euro-sat.co.uk 


01446 749502 
07966 592416 
0800 118 5675 


MEGARAY AERIAL & 
SATELLITE SERVICES 


(over 36 years experience) 

REGISTERED DIGITAL INSTALLER. 

We install all types of digital equipment: 
Sky+ & Sky+HD, FreeSat HD, FreeView boxes, 
PVRs, Digital Aerials at competitive prices. 
Sky+ Free & Free Fitting • Sky+HD £49 Free Fitting 


Tel: 0800 980 4181 • 07966 283002 



The Aerial Man 


^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Local Engineer 
* Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
OAP Discounts 


0800 195 2036 
07818 413 451 



1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 


Walden Accountancy 
& Business Services 

• ACCOUNTS & TAX RETURNS 

• RECORDKEEPING 

• MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS 

• STAFF TRAINING & SUPPORT 
Starting your Business? 

Need help now with 31 January deadline? 
Professional, friendly service. Competitive rates. 

Tel: (01446) 772860 
Mobile: 07968 141 268 


Freephone: 

0500 295192 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 
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I.I.AM WII MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY - 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


W If its wood- 
M we're very 

CARPENTRY 9 °°^" 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


Carpentry, Doors, 
Skirting, Laminate 
Floors, Flat-Pack 
Assembly, Fencing, 

Decking, Sheds, 

Log Cabins 


DIALA 

CARPENTER LTD 

For all your 
Carpentry needs 
No job too big 
no job too small 

07788 455656 
01446 719500 


Home Master Plus 

Carpet & Oven Cleaning 


‘We Guarantee to beat any quote” 

New Year Special!! 

f Single Oven & 3 Carpets Only £85 Single Oven: £35 
We use the latest Hi-Tech Steam (Inc Oven, Hob & Grill) 
Cleaning System” Aga’s and Ranges 

Carpets Cleaned from £25 also cleaned 

Freephone 0800 0432 790 


/Mldkinf.! 

Home computer help, repair and tuition 


Network Installation 
System Restore 
Hardware Upgrades 
Website Design 
Personal Tuition 


No fix - no fee. First hour only £25, then £7.50 for each half hour. 


inly £2 . 

Complete Windows restore £35. Tuition from only £14 per hour. 


Visit www.miskin-it.com 
for more details, or call 

07894 389059 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 
■ Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Menzies 

Carpentry Services 


• KITCHENS SUPPLIED 
& FITTED 

• BESPOKE FURNITURE 

• DOORS 

• DECKING • FENCING 

Portfolio • References 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VfiLE CfiRPETS 


tfuit corner to you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Computer Problems? 



crystal-It: 
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Home visits 

Evenings and weekends available 

01446 700885 





























































































































































Thursday, December 31st, 2009 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 23 





Supplier* and installer* of 
quality windows, doors &. 
ron*m4torirs throughout South Walcv 
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UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS 
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Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 

Available for Emergency Calls throughout the Holiday Period 


window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Bridge 



a/tod0ra//r£e,/ra./rce, 
Specialists in all aspects of 

pvc-u Windows, Doors and Conservatories. 
Also available Repairs and maintenance 
Guardian Locksmith Qualified. 

For your free estimates, call 

01656 788403; Mobile: 07966 025287 

QUALITY & SERVICE GUARANTEED 
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ABACUS 

It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
8L MAINTENANCE \ 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

J)791 808 48 80 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 


©cpawarag) waiisa®® 
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_ Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

• Learn at 14 - no driving licence required 

• Student/Nurse discounts 

• Horsebox/Caravan training 

Call for Special Offers: 0800 0280 406 
01446 793644/794899 

v.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


Chi m ney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 
E st. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


R.J.B. Electrical Contractors 

formerly Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 
All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

TV.1 A1 /. /.£ Tm/ZQ H National Inspection Council for 

lei 014:4:0 /yZ40O S Electrical Installation Contracting 

Mobile aBB Bg Ei jg 

07885 347642 I Approved Contractor 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

-i” 

rx Domestic 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.u 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Service centre for most 
leading makes of TV, Video, 
Hi-Fi & Camcorders. 

Installations carried out. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 



REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 

Refurbished Appliances On Sale 

REPAIRS & SPARES FOR 

• WASHING MACHINES 
COOKERS • TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

ALL MAKES INCLUDING 

HOTPOINT - CREDA - CANDY - HOOVER - ZANUSSI - INDESIT 

Local 

08456 804 806 


Open 6 days a week Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm 
(1.00pm on Saturday) 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 


K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 

Bridgend 650723 



LAING 


Electrical 
_ Services 

Domestic, 

Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


c: ©afftHOGL) 3yj*visas 


fTTilamoLi 


U a s y j’sj jdrjtj DaY vl s as 

GH 


I PAINTING & 
DECORATING 
SERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. 
Gutters Cleaned. 

Free Quotes. 
Clean tidy worker. 

Call Nick 

01446 772702 
07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 


Ray Price Ltd 

Painting & 
Decorating 

30 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

SOI 656 864482 


Domestic & Commercial 
Electrical Installers 

Competitive Prices 

Please call for a free quote 

07702 316912 


mvffficA 

Horticultural em 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www. river lea. co. uk 

(0Husqvama 

HMtwM 



John Clissett 

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating 

Free estimates. 

T: 01446 750625 m= 07980 691584 

.Serving the Vale for over 35 years 



D) GARDEN & 
^LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 




mm 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired I 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 




Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable j ‘Domestic and 

• Insurance Work Undertaken v fnfZfrZr 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 



D&R 


15 years 
Experience 




COLES SERVICES LTD 
FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 

• UPVC Windows and 
Door Repairs 

• Garage Door Repairs 
and Installations. 

• Windows Misted Up? 

• Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 


10% Discount with this 
advert - LIMITED PERIOD 


01446 790230 
07939 475736 



The ^4!! 

Free estimates 
• Landscapir 
• Decking • H 

• Garden ( 

• Patios ar 
Call Paul 

736525 or 07 
WE ARE Q 
RELIABLE A 

M 


i—v-i/i 

, fully insured. 

ig • Fencing 
edge Cutting 
Clearance 
id Paving 

on 01446 
'815 319427 

UALIFIED, 

ND LOCAL! 


■ IpQ House & 
rl Ud Garden Services 
Landscaping & Carpentry 


Lawns. Hedges. Decking 
Fencing. Patios. Paving 
Portfolio Available 


Contact Stephen on 

07904092089/01446750698 



Cesspit and Septic 
Tank Clearance 

Domestic and trade 
enquiries welcome 

Unbeatable prices 
Phone: 01656 862414 
Mobile: 07779 255639 


Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


W. A. Brown & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

f"\ Pembroke House, 

" i College Street |g| 


ATTENTION ALL 
SERVICE PROVIDERS! 

2010 IS UPON US. HAVE YOU PLANNED YOUR 
MARKETING STRATEGY YET FOR THE YEAR AHEAD? 
WHY NOT CALL FOR PRICES? 

Promote your business with The GEM 
reaching Penarth to Porthcawl 
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S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS f™, 

No. 230141 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 

• Gas Safety Certification 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


WARMRITE “i" 


IC i / >| 

ii lib 


PLUMBING & HEATING 

Installations - Breakdowns 
Servicing - Certification 

• Central Heating design & Installation • Underfloor Heating Specialist 
* Solar Panels • Experts in all plumbing applications • 20 years experience 
• Fully insured • All work guaranteed • No job too small 
• 5 years parts & labour guarantee on new boilers 

Mob: 07870 697133 or 07816 447386 
E-Mail: warmrite@live.co.uk 


Plumbsave 

PLUMBING & TILING SERVICES 


No job too small, 
free quotes. Best 
work - best prices. 


Call Lee on 
01446 402462 
07875 234140 


24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 * 07876 506982 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

h ^ m Geoff Maunder, 1 Elan Close, 

Cwm Talwg, Barry 

■ W 07815 097994 24 hrs, or 01446 732167 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

Boiler Breakdowns .Central Heating Installations 
Boiler Change Over . Cookers 
Bathroom Suites . Showers . Towel Radiators 
Taps . Tap Washers . Outside Taps . etc 

All Work Guaranteed. 

Fully Insured. Fast, Friendly Service. 



[T^SUdOUGFIELD 


-=• BATHROOM, HEATING 

BATHROOMS & PLUMBING 

— -- SUPPLIES 

22 Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, Cardiff Road 
CF632BE 

Tel: 01446 701808 / 738828 Fax: 01446 721022 
Unit 1-New Street, Bridgend Industrial Estate 
CF37 3UD 

Tel: 01656 650050 • Fax: 01656 650550 

BATHROOMS - SHOWERS - PLUMBING/HEATING 
EXTENSIVE SHOWROOMS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


DROP IN 


Celtic Plumbing 
and Heating 98425 

Corgi registered gas installers 
All aspects of plumbing and 
heating work undertaken 

01446 732 145 
07973 785 339 
07956 887 536 


DC fdim ting 

I • NO call out charge 
• Flexible hours 
I • No job too small 
Call Dave on - 

Tel 01446 413971 
Motile 0779 263 9909 


EcoheatA 

Central Heating Specialists 
• PLUMBING • HEATING • SOLAR 
5 Year Warranty On Boilers 

Tel: 01446 746418 
Freephone 0800 012 63 15 

www.ecoheatservices.com 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, 
radiators, outside 
taps, washers, power 
flush & any 
plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 1 
01446 753503 

No job too small. 

Free quotes. ^ 

Fully 
insured 


JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 



S Middleton & Son 


ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

We cover all aspects of roofing including 
a 24 hour emergency call out service 

C\ Slating □ uPVC Fascia’s & Guttering 
□ Tiling ni EPDM Rubberised Flat Roofing 

20 year guarantee and 50 year life expectancy 

Tel: 01656 720551 or 07973 488806 anytime 
www.srniddletonroofingspecialists.co.uk 


fir, 


22 years pf trading 

ROOFING 

All aspects of Roofing & UPVC 

Check out our prices @ www.cfrroofing.co.uk 
Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 

01446 775145 


FLAT ROOFING 


South Wales' leading supplier 
& installer of EPDM rubber. 

Tel: 01656 728793 or 
24hrs 07790 823525 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


™aafju 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @ 


(after 6pm) 


(anytime) 





i 




BILL 
FOLLDS 

TILING 

SERVICE 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 

01446 771105 
\ 07736 391937 / 


Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


I * Removals 
• Deliveries 
• House Clearance 
_ FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 056822 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.cem 


Wliy advertise in 

The GIM? 

I .Your advert goes into 
44,000 papers 

2. Papers are distributed 
from Penarth to 
Port he aw I 

3. Each paper can be read 
on the web, page by page 

Log on to any of our sites 
to view The GEM papers 

www. barry-today.co. u l< 
www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 


DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
STUDENTS CLEAR THE 
LITTER AT VALE BEACH 


THE Tidy Towns 
Partnership 
between the Vale 
Council and Keep 
Wales Tidy has 
reached an agree¬ 
ment with npower 
at Aberthaw Power 
Station that will 
allow environmen¬ 
tal volunteer groups 
to clear litter from 
Leys beach at 
Aberthaw. 



The agreement 

involves npower supply¬ 
ing skips to take away the 
waste collected from the 
beach by Tidy Towns 
volunteers with Tidy 
Towns Vale of 
Glamorgan paying for 
the cost of disposal. 

Ian Harvey from Keep 
Wales Tidy said: 

“The problem of 
clearing the large 
amounts of litter from the 
beach was always one of 
logistics. 

“The beach is at least 
10 minutes walk from the 
nearest parking area, so 
this would have meant a 
long walk back for vol- 


ABOVE: Leys beach will benefit from the care and attention 
of local volunteer cleaning groups. 


unteers with each bag of 
waste they had collect¬ 
ed.” 

Regular clean-ups are 
now possible, with just a 
phone call required to 
npower to let them know 
in advance when Tidy 
Towns will be working 
on the beach. 

The first group to take 
up the challenge is from 
Coleg Morgannwg in 
Pontypridd, who will be 
making eight visits to the 
site over three months. 

The young Duke of 
Edinburgh students were 


surprised at the amount 
of litter that they encoun¬ 
tered on their first day. 

“Much of this plastic 
comes from a long way 
away,” said one of the 
students. 

“It drifts around on 
ocean currents, causing 
big problems for marine 
wildlife - especially tur¬ 
tles and sea birds, who 
mistake it for food with 
fatal consequences.” 

Camilla Bollington, of 
npower, said: “It isn’t 
just a matter of removing 
unsightly waste from the 


beach, but of removing it 
altogether from the 
marine environment. 
What these students are 
doing here really mat¬ 
ters.” 

Ian Harvey, project 
officer from Keep Wales 
Tidy, is looking for more 
groups to work on Leys 
beach. Anyone interested 
in environmental activi¬ 
ties or requiring more 
information on Tidy 
Towns, should contact 
Ian Harvey on 029 2072 
6985; email ian.har- 
vey @ keepwalestidy.org 


Boxing Day clean-up at the Knap 



mm: 


| Couns Rob Curtis and Richard I 
Bertin with friends doing their 
\Boxing Day beach-clean on the\ 
| pebble beach at the Knap. 


BARRY Labour councillors, Rob Curtis and 
Richard Bertin, organised a Boxing Day 
beach-clean at the Knap. 

The two councillors and their friends and 
relatives collected eight full bags of rubbish, 


which included fishing line, car tyres, seven 
trainers and various items of nylon clothing, 
as well as the usual cans, plastic bottles, plas¬ 
tic bags and polystyrene. 


Ambulance Service ‘desperately’ 
needs new driver volunteers 


A former mechanic 
from Barry, who 
has been providing 
a vital transport 
service for the 
Welsh Ambulance 
Service, is appeal¬ 
ing for more people 
to come forward to 
be volunteer driv¬ 
ers. 

Chris Smith has spent 
16 years taking patients 
to and from hospital, as 
a member of the 
Service’s army of vol¬ 
unteer drivers. 

There are currently 
107 volunteers in the 
Cardiff region and a 
total of 300 throughout 
Wales, all giving their 
time and using their 
own cars to carry 
patients to various hos¬ 
pitals and clinics in the 
area, and sometimes as 
far as London. 


Chris, aged 53, said: 
“The Ambulance car 
service in south-east 
Wales desperately needs 
more volunteers. 

”I’ve loved it from 
the moment I started. I 
enjoy every aspect of it, 
particularly the feeling 
of helping people, giv¬ 
ing something back to 
the community and I 
love being involved. 

“There are times 
when a journey can turn 
out to be quite dramatic. 
On one occasion, a dial¬ 
ysis patient was taken 
ill in the back of the car 
and I had to rush to hos¬ 
pital - thank goodness 
he survived.” 

Sally Bradbrook, 
Ambulance Car 
Services manager for 
the south-east region, 
added: “Without the 
volunteers, the Welsh 
Ambulance Services 
would not be able to 


RIGHT: 

'Come and join us 
Ambulance car 
volunteer driver 
Chris Smith. 

cope as the range of 
therapies, clinics, treat¬ 
ment centres and other 
services continues to 
expand. 

“The volunteers dedi¬ 
cate as much time as 
they want and on as 
many days each week 
as they choose. Some 
work all-day, every day, 
while others do one day 
a week. 

“They are a vital part 
of the patient care serv¬ 
ices. Without them the 
ambulance service 
would not be able to 
provide its current level 
of service.” 

Ambulance Car 
Service volunteers must 
be fit and healthy, be a 



car owner with fully 
comprehensive insur¬ 
ance and a clean driving 
licence. 

Anyone interested in 
becoming a volunteer, is 
asked to contact Sally 
Bradbrook on 01633 
626211, or 07912 
998935; or e-mail 
sally, bradbrook @ ambu¬ 
lance. wales, nhs. uk 
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12th WELSH INTER REGIONAL CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 2009 


Local athletes shine at Royal Welsh Showground 


CHRISTMAS came 
early, in mid 
December, for Mrs 
Julie Jones (Cardiff 
A AC) and Mr Fred 
Malkin (Barry & Vale 
Harriers). 

This is the second 
year that the Llantwit 
residents have organised 
the South Wales teams 
that competed in the 
Welsh Inter Regional 
cross-country champi¬ 
onships, a unique event 
in athletics circles in 
Wales in that it includes 
12 races and 15 age 
groups, and caters for 
athletes, both male and 
female, from the age of 
11 to 69. 

Last year, when the 
event was hosted by 
North Wales region at 
Wrexham, the Llantwit 
duo found it difficult to 
field teams in the senior 
and master (over-35) 
sections and, as a result, 
the South Wales 
sequence of three con¬ 
secutive wins in the 
overall points trophy 
came to an end, beaten 
by the hosts, who 
claimed a first ever clean 
sweep of all three points 
trophies - male, female 
and overall - for the first 
time. 

This year, with the 
event hosted by East 
Wales region over a 
demanding course at the 
Royal Welsh 
Showground at Builth 
Wells, there were still 
difficulties in some age 
groups, but, with five 
team wins, the South 
claimed the overall 
points trophy for the 
sixth time in 12 years, 
one more than their 


biggest rivals, West 
Wales. 

Of the 119 finishers 
for the South Wales 
teams, 32 athletes had 
Vale connections with 
three of that number 
gaining an individuals 
medal, awarded to the 
first three finishers in 
each section, and 13 ath¬ 
letes claiming team win¬ 
ners’ medals. 

All three individual 
medals were for third 
place finishes. Llantwit 
year-8 Ben Owen, the 
South Wales Regional 
schools under-13 cham¬ 
pion, showed that his 
winter training is stand¬ 
ing him in good stead as 
he claimed third behind 
Christian Lovatt (West) 
and Tom Edmunds 
(South, St Martin’s 
Comp), while Matthew 
Edwards (Barry 
Comprehensive) had 
arguably his best run of 
the season to finish just 
seven seconds down on 
South team-mates Mike 
Ward (Llanishen) and 
Matthew Antoniazzi 
(Lewis School, Pengam) 
in the under-15 race, 
with a second Vale boy, 
Sully resident Rory 
Heslop (Bro 
Morgannwg) in fourth. 

The final individual 
medallist was Penarth- 
based Jane Coker, who 
had double joy. 

Incorporated within 
this Inter Regional 
championships are the 
Welsh Athletics Master 
cross-country champi¬ 
onships with individual 
awards at five years 
intervals from 35-39 up. 
Jane, more used in the 
last year or two to sup¬ 




Words by PETER MORRIS 

Photos by IAN DIXON 


Start of the under-13 girls race with Annabel Curie (Cowbridge 431), Jordan 
Carpenter (Cowbridge 437) and Tillie Carter (Bryn Hafren 442) up with the leaders. 


Darran Jones chases Sean White (West 
Wales 247). The Llantwit sixth former fin¬ 
ished 14th and scored for the winning 
South Wales team. 


porting daughter Kate 
(Stanwell, year-8) was 
third home in the Inter 
Regional W45+ compe¬ 
tition but will be even 
more delighted to claim 
gold in the Welsh 
Women’s Masters 50-54 
section. 

The five team wins 
for the South came in 
the three younger boys’ 
sections - under-13, 
under-15 and under-17 - 
plus the under-13 girls 
and the under-17 
women, all competitions 
with eight to score. 

In the under-13 boys’ 
race, Ben Owen added 
team gold to his third- 
placed bronze, and he 
was joined in the scorers 
by Bro Morgannwg 
year-8 Dafydd George. 

With the first four fin¬ 
ishers in the under-15 
boys’ race, the South 
team had the foundation 
for a second team suc¬ 
cess, with Matthew 
Edwards, Rory Heslop 
and Callam Barrie 
(Barry Comprehensive) 
included in the scorers, 
while there was a second 
team medal for the 
George family, of 
Penarth, in the under-17 
men’s race as Rhys (Bro 
Morgannwg, year-11) 
was one of four Vale 
boys to finish in the 
scoring eight. The other 
trio were Elliot Mears 
(Cowbridge), Darran 
Jones (Llantwit) and 
Daniel Lewis (St Cyres). 

Strength in depth 


proved to be the differ¬ 
ence for the South girls 
in the under-13 race. 
Although the region only 
had two finishers in the 
top 10, the other six 
scorers, who included 
Annabel Curie 
(Cowbridge), Kate 
Coker and Erin Hayes 
(Llantwit) packed from 
11th to 18th places to 
see off the challenge 
from the West - and 
ensure that two of the 
three members of the 
Coker family returned 
home with medals. 

Surprisingly, and per¬ 
haps a little worryingly 
for the sport, South 



A fine run from 
Llantwit year-8 Ben 
Owen in the under- 
13 race - individual 
bronze and team 
gold medals. 


Wales was the only one 
of the four regions to 
field a team in the 
under-17 women’s race, 
but it was a boost for St 
Cyres year-11 Bethan 
Daw, who was third fin¬ 
isher. 

Two further medals 
were gained in the team 
sections of the Welsh 
Athletics Master cham¬ 
pionships. Mick 
McGeoch would be the 
first to admit that, even 
though the weather was 
cold and dry, the course, 
with its numerous tight 
turns, did not suit his 
style of running, but the 
Les Croupiers stalwart, 
ably supported team¬ 
mates Rob Jones and 
Dave Coles, as the trio 
finished first in the M50- 
59 team contest. The 
final medal, a team 
bronze, made it three for 
mum Jane Coker, who 
combined with Les 
Croupiers clubmates 
Yvonne Bullen and 
Gwenno Dafydd to fin¬ 
ish third in the W45-54 
section. 

This Inter Regional 
and Masters’ champi¬ 
onships was the last 
major cross-country 
event in Wales before 
Christmas. All the most 
significant, domestic 
events come in the sec¬ 
ond half of the season 
with the McCain UK 
Cardiff Cross Challenge 
at Blackweir (January 
17), the Welsh Athletics 
championships at 


Swansea (February 20), 
and the 48th Welsh 
Schools’ national cham¬ 
pionships at Brecon 
(February 27) while Mrs 
Jones and Mr Malkin 
will already be thinking 
about the athletes to be 
selected to represent 
South Wales at the 
biggest UK cross-coun¬ 
try event of the winter, 
the UKCAU Inter 
Counties (March 13), 
which moves to a new 
venue at Perry Park in 
Birmingham. 

Results of Vale ath¬ 
letes: Master Men 40-49 
- 9,600m -33 finishers; 

6 Phil Cook (Les 
Croupiers) 35:19; 14 
Simon Osborne 
(Bridgend) 37:02. 

Team - 5 to score - 3 
South 53 

Master Men 50-69 - 
9,600m - 32 finishers; 

11 Mick McGeoch (Les 
Croupiers) 39:07; 13 
Paul Coker (Les 
Croupiers) 39:23; 25 Jim 
Delaney (San 
Domenico) 44:11. 

Team - 5 to score - 2 
South 554 

U17 Men (years 11 and 
12) - 5,300m - 25 fin¬ 
ishers; 11 Elliot Mears 
(Cowbridge) 20:17; 14 
Darren Jones (Llantwit) 
20:32; 15 Daniel Lewis 
(St Cyres) 20:33; 16 
Rhys George (Bro 
Morgannwg) 20:39; 22 
Dominic Farr (Bro 
Morgannwg) 21:34; 24 
Joseff Whitmarsh- 
Knight (Bro 


Morgannwg) 22:43. 

Team - 8 to score - 1 
South 78 

Under-15 Boys (years 9 
and 10)-4,100m-32 
finishers; 3 Matthew 
Edwards (Barry Comp) 
14:11; 4 Rory Heslop 
(Bro Morgannwg) 14:13; 
15 Callam Barrie (Barry 
Comp) 15:10; 20 Huw 
Evans (Stanwell) 15:40; 
25 Elliot Richards 
(Stanwell) 16:04. 

Team - 8 to score - 1 
South 66 

Under-13 Boys (years 7 
and 8) - 2,500m - 35 
finishers; 3 Ben Owen 
(Llantwit) 9:12; 15 
Dafydd George (Bro 
Morgannwg) 9:50; 21 
Thomas Owen 
(Cowbridge) 10:00. 

Team - 8 to score - 1 
South 87 

Women 35-44 - 4,500m 
-21 finishers: 17 Cath 
Hayes (Barry & Vale) 
27:22. 

Team - 5 to score - no 
complete teams 
Women 45+ - 5,300m - 
24 finishers: 3 Jane 
Coker (Les Croupiers) 
23:45. 

Team - 5 to score - 3 
South 72 

Under-17 Women (years 
11 and 12)-5,300m- 
24 finishers: 11 Bethan 
Daw (St Cyres) 19:41; 

21 Amy Baldry 
(Llantwit) 23:38; 23 
Holly Preece 
(Cowbridge) 25:29. 

Team - 8 to score - 1 
South 103 

Under-15 Girls (years 9 
and 10)-4,100m-39 
finishers: 8 Megan 
Osborne (Llantwit) 

17:07; 12 Anthea Young 
(Llantwit) 17:41; 17 
Fiona Bray (Cowbridge) 
18:12. 

Team - 8 to score - 2 
South 89 

Under-13 Girls (years 7 
and 8) - 2,500m - 39 
finishers: 11 Annabel 
Curie (Cowbridge) 

10:34; 17 Kate Coker 
(Stanwell) 10:50; 18 
Erin Hayes (Llantwit) 
10:52; 24 Jordan 
Carpenter (Cowbridge) 
11:13; 28 Tillie Carter 
Bryn Hafren 11:23. 


Team - 8 to score - 1 
South 98 

Points trophies: Male 
points - 1 South 78; 2 
North 69; 3 East 60; 4 
West 59. 

Female points - 1 
West 73; 2 South 67; 3 
East 56; 3 North 55. 

Overall points - 1 
South 145; 2 West 132; 

3 North 124; 4 East 116. 
Welsh Athletics 

Masters Championships 
_ M40-44 - 4 Phil Cook 
(Les Croupiers); M45-49 

- 5 Simon Osborne 
(Bridgend) AC; M50-54 

- 9 Mick McGeoch (Les 
Croupiers); 10 Paul 
Coker (Les Croupiers); 
17 Jim Delaney San 
Domenico; W50-54 - 1 
Jane Coker (Les 
Croupiers); Teams - 
three to score - M40-49: 

4 Les Croupiers 49; 
M50-59: 1 Les 
Croupiers 20; 4 Les 
Croupiers B 43; 6 Les 
Croupiers C 75; W45- 
54: 3 Les Croupiers 36. 



Phil Cook, the 
leading South Wales 
athlete in the Inter 
Regional M40-49 
section. 


Who wants to build what and where in the Vale? 


Mr Stephen Thompson - 
52 Clos Ogney, 

Llantwit Major - dou¬ 
ble storey extension to 
both sides of existing 
dwelling, alter roofline, 
form new front entrance 
with canopy over. 

Mr Anthony Farmer - 21 
Hickman Road, 
Penarth - single storey 
conservatory extension 
to rear. 

Mrs Suzan Hooper - 
Maes Isha, Heol Las, 
Wick - retention of sta¬ 
ble and tack room, 
removal of condition 2 
of consent ref 
09/00408/FUL. 

Mr and Mrs Hayes - 22 
Barrians Way, Barry - 
single storey conservato¬ 
ry extension to rear. 

The Market Place - The 
Market Place, 66 High 
Street, Cowbridge - 1 
Construction of new tim¬ 
ber balcony. 2 New 
doorway to rear court¬ 
yard and installation of 
bi-folding doors. 3 Two 
conservation rooflights. 

4 New timber roof 


lantern over flat roof. 5 
Alterations to front fea¬ 
ture window. 6 Storage 
shed. 7 Enlarge opening 
on front boundary wall. 

8 Roofing over alley- 
way. 9 Other internal 
modifications. 

Dr Andrew Shardlow - 4 
Castlewood Cottage, 
Dinas Powys - alter¬ 
ation to approved plan 
ref 2009/00358/FUL sin¬ 
gle storey extension. 

Mr Robert Evans - land 
adjacent 54 Lewis 
Road, Llandough - 
new dwelling. 

Mr J Pritchard - 32 
Primrose Close, 
Cowbridge - proposed 
two storey extension to 
rear. 

Mr Gareth Eveleigh - 
113 Phyllis Street, 
Barry - hardstanding to 
the front of the property. 
Mr Dodd-Clark - 
Hafod, Gileston, St 
Athan - demolition of 
integral garage, and 
erection of two storey 
side extension. 

Mr Emlyn Witts - 26 


Fairfield Rise, Llantwit 
Major - single storey 
lounge and WC exten¬ 
sion. 

Ms Jeffrey Robinson - 
Llanmaes Village Hall, 
Llanmaes - demolition 
of existing extension and 
building of new exten¬ 
sion with local stone 
walls and steeply pitch¬ 
ing slate roof. 

Mr Adrian Gracia - 133 
Plymouth Road, 
Penarth - two storey 
front extension, two 
storey and single storey 
rear extensions, first 
floor side extension, 
internal and external 
alterations to existing 
dwelling. 

Mr Mark Andrews - 
Sutton Mawr, Weycock 
Road, Barry - retention 
of use of land as residen¬ 
tial curtilage. 

Town Base - 13 
Maughan Terrace, 
Penarth - loft conver¬ 
sion to extend accommo¬ 
dation of second floor 
flat into loft space, with 
large dormers to front 


and rear. 

Mr Mark Howell - land 
adjacent to 17 
Maughan Terrace, 

Penarth - the proposal 
comprises four one bed¬ 
room residential apart¬ 
ments on a vacant side at 
the comer of Maughan 
Terrace and John Street, 
Penarth. 

Mr Paul Margetts - 62 
Main Street, Barry - 

change of use of ground 
floor shop to residental 
(flat) unit. 

Mr Mark Howell - 15 
Maughan Terrace, 
Penarth - loft conver¬ 
sion to extend habitable 
accommodation of sec¬ 
ond floor flat into loft 
space, with large dorm¬ 
ers to front and rear. 

Ms Fay Jennings - 6 
High Meadow, 

Llantwit Major - dem¬ 
olition of existing single 
storey side and rear 
extension and garage 
and constmction of new 
single storey side exten¬ 
sion to accommodate 
new garage, utility and 


WC. 

Ms Cathy Treadaway - 

Bryn Iolo, Pennon, 
Llancarfan - conserva¬ 
tory. 

Mrs C Nixon - 4 Castle 
Court, Llantwit Major 
- single storey extension 
and garage conversion. 
Mr Terence Blainey - 
115 Phyllis Street, 
Barry Island - con¬ 
stmction of double park¬ 
ing bay at front of 
house. 

Dr Paul Knoyle - 6 Ger 
y Llan, St Nicholas - 

reduce and reshape 
Whitebeam in front gar¬ 
den. 

Mr P Palmer - Twyn 
Bach, St Nicholas - 

remove/reduce two ash 
trees. 

Richard Lamb Hook - 
St George’s Church, St 
George’s Super Ely - 
dismantle failed limb; 
4m crown reduction on 
east side and 2m crown 
reduction to remainder 
to yew. 

Mr Neil Moaksom - 

Lower Beaupre House, 


St Hilary - conversion 
of part of existing 
dwelling to form sepa¬ 
rate dwelling with inde¬ 
pendent access. 

Punch Partnerships - 
Bush Inn, St Hilary - 
reinstate stmcture and 
finishes damaged by 
fire; new oak and thatch 
roof; remove and rein¬ 
state stone chimney 
stack. Remove damaged 
ceilings and partitions 
and reinstate in existing 
positions. 

Mrs Helen Bull - Caia 
House, St Nicholas - 

retention of existing sta¬ 
bles and ancillary build¬ 
ings. 

Mrs Gerda Benjuya - 21 
Cardigan Close, Dinas 
Powys - removing 
garage door and provi¬ 
sion of slit window at 
front elevation of bed¬ 
room four (former 
garage), refer to planning 
permission 
2009/00944/FUL. 

Mr Mark Allen - 7 
Wesley Avenue, Rhoose 
- ground and first floor 


extensions to rear and 
two dormers to front ele¬ 
vation. 

Mr and Mrs C Williams - 
The Three Tuns, St 
Nicholas - demolish 
existing single storey 
outbuilding to rear, con¬ 
struct new single storey 
extension to rear wing 
adjacent to western 
boundary. 

Mr Allan McCracken - 

36 Duffryn Crescent, 
Peterston-super-Ely - 

small rear infill kitchen 
extension. 

Mr S Heselton - Cross 
Green, Llancarfan - 
removal of Cypress on 
three boundaries; 

removal of a dozen 
Cypress within the gar¬ 
den and two ash (one in 
west-facing hedge 
boundary) and a cherry. 
Mrs Coles - 28 St 
Ambrose Close, Dinas 
Powys - fell two mature 
ash trees adjacent to 
south west facing bound¬ 
ary with Cardiff Road. 
Mr Davies - 37 


Maedowcroft, Rhoose - 

conservatory to side. 

Mrs Nicola Bowen - 1 
Heol-y-Mynydd, Welsh 
St Donats - erection of 
two-storey side extension 
and dormer window at 
front. 

Cardiff Astronomical 
Society - Dyffryn 
Gardens, Dyffryn - 
astronomical observato¬ 
ry. 

Mr and Mrs CB Hancock 
- 3 Alberta Place, 

Penarth - alteration 
works to convert existing 
garage at rear of 3 
Alberta Place into studio 
apartment. 

Mr and Mrs BG Jones - 
52 Porth-y-Castell, 
Barry - single storey 
side and rear extension. 
Mr James Law - land 
adjacent The Retreat, 
St Nicholas - proposed 
new low energy 
dwelling. 

Mrs Susan Stewart - 27 
Marine Walk, Ogmore 
by Sea - conservatory to 
rear. 
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Welsh Society’s nursery 
boost for Ysgol Feithrin 



FOLLOWING a very successful fundraising evening and Christmas service at St Peter’s 
church, members of the Dinas Powys Welsh Society presented a cheque for £1,450 to the 
local Ysgol Feithrin committee, to help them re-establish a Welsh language nursery in the 
village. Gethin Lewis, Josie Williams and Elinor Elias Jones received the cheque on 
behalf of the Ysgol Feithrin, from Rhys Davies, chairman of the Welsh Society. 


Santa pops in, with help 
from Dinas Rotary Club! 


Santa’s visit 
FATHER 
Christmas again 
visited children at 
Dinas Powys in the 
run-up to 
Christmas with 
help from members 
of Dinas Powys 
Rotary Club. 

The cold weather did 
not deter the children 
and families from meet¬ 
ing Santa and giving 
generously to local char¬ 
ities. 

The sleigh had been 
constructed over the last 
few months by members 
of the club and special 
thanks go to Rotarian 
Lawrence Brooke for his 
enthusiastic work on the 
sleigh. 

Ladies night 
ON Friday, 
December 10 there 
was a large turn¬ 


out at the Fig Tree 
Restaurant, 

Penarth for the 
Rotary Club's 
ladies night. 

To enable members to 


relax and have an enjoy¬ 
able evening a coach 
was arranged by Veolia 
Transport from the 
square in Dinas and an 
excellent night was had 
by all. Club president 


David Wiltshire gave a 
special thanks to the 
ladies and Rotarian 
Roger Fazackerley for 
all his work in arranging 
the night. 

Colin LI. Jones 


I'ffV 




& i'i 


iLL 

[ML 

l y 

1 Santa poses for 1 
the camera 
| with young fans. | 


Penarth Tea Dancers hand 
over cheque for Ty Hafan 



DURING the Penarth 
Tea Dance Association 
Christmas party at the 
Paget Rooms on 
December 21, a cheque 
was presented to the Ty 
Hafan hospice repre¬ 
sentative. 

The committee and some 
of the dancers are pictured 
{above) making the presen¬ 
tation. 

The tea dance meets every 
Monday at the Paget Rooms 
at 2.30pm. 


Dinas Powys Scout post 

A BIG thank you to all the people in Dinas Powys who 
supported the Scout Post - especially to Budgens, 
Class Apart, The Chemists on Cardiff Road, Ironing 
4 You, Mirrors, Spar, The Three Horseshoes and Village 
Stores, who sold stamps and to the parents and friends 
who helped with the sorting and delivering. 

Out of all the thousands of cards handled locally, there were only 10 
that we couldn’t find a home for - one of which had no address and 
another addressed to Mrs Katrina Vincent? Cross Common Road? 
Dinas Powis, The Vale. 

Tessa Robinson, Dinas Powys 


Anti-bullying conference 
at Barry’s YMCA Hub 
is supported by schools 


IN conjunction with 
the area’s schools, 
the Vale Council 
and partners are 
helping to highlight 
what can be done to 
prevent all kinds of 
bullying. 

Organised by the Vale 
Council’s Pupil Support 
Service and the Children 
and Young People’s 
Partnership, the first anti¬ 
bullying conference was 
held in The Hub in Barry 
and was supported by 
primary and secondary 
school staff, along with 
representatives from 
health, the police, and 
voluntary organisations. 

Vale Council cabinet 
member for education 
and lifelong learning 
Coun Tony Hampton 
said: “Tackling bullying 
in schools is a key priori¬ 
ty for everyone. 

“It is compulsory for 
schools to have measures 
in place to encourage 
good behaviour and 
respect for others on the 
part of pupils, and to pre¬ 
vent all forms of bully¬ 
ing. The education 
authority fully supports 
these endeavours.” 

Held in conjunction 
with National Anti- 
Bullying Week, the con¬ 
ference consisted of pre¬ 
sentations and work¬ 
shops. 

Topics covered includ¬ 
ed the use of theatre to 
promote anti-bullying, 
cyberbullying (the theme 
for this year’s national 
event), the Vale anti-bul¬ 
lying survey and how the 
NSPCC is working to 
combat the problem. 


Schools were able to 
follow up this work by 
booking the theatre com¬ 
pany and taking part in 
the survey. 

The workshop deliv¬ 
ered by Child and 
Adolescent Mental 
Health Services consid¬ 
ered the effects of bully¬ 
ing, and Victoria Primary 
School, Penarth, staff 
and pupils and David 
Davies, of the Pupil 
Support Service, showed 
how Social and 
Emotional Aspect of 
Learning materials can 
be used to good effect in 
schools. 

St Richard Gwyn staff 
and pupils, alongside the 
NSPCC, focused on the 
development of buddy 
mentoring, and Sangeet 
Bhuller, of Wise Kids, 
looked at the role of tech¬ 
nology in bullying. 

Running alongside the 
conference, and organ¬ 
ised by the council’s 
Primary Behaviour 
Improvement Team, was 
an anti-bullying poster 
competition, with cash 
prizes for winners, run¬ 
ners-up and school coun¬ 
cils. 

Prizes presented by 
Coun Hampton went to: 
KS1 - Dinas Powys 
Infants’ School Council; 
runners-up, Holton 
Primary; KS2 - Colcot 
Primary School Council; 
runner-up, Tomos 
Hawksworth, St Bride’s 
Major Church in Wales 
Primary; KS3 - Alex 
Hill; runner-up, Oliver 
Bunce, both from 
Llantwit Major 

Comprehensive. 


NEWS FROM BARRY 
MEN’S FORUM 


All his world 
is a stage... 


EMINENT theatre 
critic Arthur Morris 
Jones fascinated 
members of the 
Men’s Forum 
recently with many 
of his revelations. 

Mr Jones is a Fellow 
of the Royal Society of 
Arts and is well quali¬ 
fied to speak on a range 
of subjects to do with 
the performing arts and, 
especially, the theatre. 

He was born in 
Caernarfonshire and, 
after studying at the 
University of Wales and 
the Royal Academy of 
Music in London, he 
trained as an actor. 

His accomplishments 
are too numerous to 
mention here, but it 
should be noted that he 
was the founder of 
Cardiff New Theatre 
Society and acted as its 
secretary for more than 
30 years. This is now the 
largest society of its kind 
in Britain. 

He revealed to the 
Forum how theatre crit¬ 
ics, in particular, operate 
and the skills they need 
in their profession. Both 


passion and a deep 
knowledge are necessary 
attributes. 

Before concluding his 
talk, which took the 
form of an interesting 
series of questions and 
answers, Arthur spoke 
about the modern cult of 
‘celebrity’ which is now 
rampant and tending to 
dominate certain sec¬ 
tions of the entertain¬ 
ment industry. He casti¬ 
gated certain talent 
shows popular on televi¬ 
sion and gave his rea¬ 
soning. 

There is, he 

explained, a huge differ¬ 
ence between celebrity 
and fame. Celebrity can 
be a shallow and passing 
phenomena. Fame, 
which is usually the 
result of long, hard and 
dedicated effort is per¬ 
manent and unfading. 

He gave fascinating 
examples of these two 
things taken from real 
life situations. 

Meetings are held 
every Thursday at 10.30 
am. For further informa¬ 
tion, telephone 029 2059 
4881. 

MAC TANNER 



Vale Council cabinet member for education 
and lifelong learning Coun Tony Hampton 
joined pupils at Dinas Powys Infants’ School 
to celebrate their success in the KS1 category 
of an anti-bullying poster competition. Also 
pictured at the rear are, from left: 
Headteacher Julie Thompson, teacher 
Caroline Lewis, who works with the school 
council, and Nicky Sturgess, of the Vale 
Primary Behaviour Improvement Team. 


Homelessness 
charity collects 
a top award 


HOMELESSNESS 
charity, Llamau, 
has been recog¬ 
nised in Cymorth 
Cymru’s 2009 
Promoting 
Independence 
Awards. 

Llamau won the 
award for Most 
Effective Homelessness 
Prevention for its 
Family Mediation 
Service at a ceremony 
and gala dinner at the 
Holland House Hotel, 
Cardiff, attended by 
more than 300 guests 
working for Welsh hous¬ 
ing support, care and 
homelessness services. 

A spokesperson 
explained: “Llamau’s 
Family Mediation 
Service encourages 
young people who are 
homeless, or at risk of 
becoming so, to remain 
or return home - by 
offering mediation to 
the whole family to 
work through their prob¬ 
lems. 

“Mediation can help 
rebuild positive and sup¬ 
portive relationships 
within the immediate 
and wider family, and 
prevent homelessness 
from happening. 

“Last year, of the 872 
young people supported 
by Llamau’s Mediation 
Service, 561 returned or 
remained at home.” 

Llamau’s chief execu¬ 
tive, Frances Beecher 
commented: “Mediation 
is so important in pre¬ 
venting young people 
becoming homeless. 

“Sometimes, fa mi lies 
just need a little help in 
understanding how to 
talk to each other, and 


they realise the situation 
isn’t as bad as they 
think. Sometimes the 
situation is pretty diffi¬ 
cult and fraught and 
then third party expert¬ 
ise is essential. Our 
Mediation Service had 
breathtaking results last 
year, and I am absolute¬ 
ly thrilled that we have 
won this award.” 

Llamau was also 
short-listed in four other 
categories: Service User 
Involvement, Working 
With Excluded Groups, 
Sustainability, and 
Inspirational Colleague. 


Street 

surgery 

THE Vale of 
Glamorgan council¬ 
lors for the 
Gibbonsdown ward, 
Councillors Rob 
Curtis and Margaret 
Wilkinson, will be 
holding a street sur¬ 
gery in the Brecon 
Court/Warwick 
Way/Cornwall Road 
area of the ward on 
Saturday, January 9, 
between 11am and 
12noon. 

Coun Curtis 

explained: “We strongly 
believe that local coun¬ 
cillors should be accessi¬ 
ble to hear and advise 
local residents on any 
issues of concern which 
they may have. 

“We do not expect res¬ 
idents to come to 
draughty halls to see us, 
we make the effort to go 
to them in their own 
homes!” he explained. 
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COTTRELL PARK’S YOUNG GOLFING STARS 
RECOGNISED AT PRESENTATION EVENING 


COTTRELL Park Golf Club’s successful 
2009 season was celebrated at its annual 
presentation evening on November 13, 
with the men’s, ladies, and junior sections 
being represented. 

In the men’s section, Johnny Hoggett won the 
club champion award, together with the Scratch 
Cup. 

Aled Williams won three trophies, including the 
award for Men’s Section Golfer Of The Year. 

Gino Cugno also deserves a mention as the 
Mackintosh KO Champion and Button KO runner- 
up, narrowly losing to Ken Wood in the final. 

The rest of the season’s honours were spread 
evenly through the sections. 

Congratulation also went to Rhodri Davies and 
Steve Wood, who finished fourth in the world 
International Pairs competition, held over 36 holes at 
Carnoustie and Monifieth in October. 

Cottrell Park is now one of the most successful 
clubs to have taken part in this prestigious event in 
golfing calendar. 

LADIES SECTION 

Several members of the ladies’ section had a very 
successful year. Of particular note were Gemma and 
Katie Bradbury, who both represented Wales in the 
Ladies’ and Girls’ Home Internationals. 

In addition, Gemma has been named as a member 
of the 2010 GB and I Curtis Cup squad. 

Both the ladies’ league teams gained promotion, 
the first team rising to the First Division. 

Rebecca Flavin won Lady Golfer of the Year, the 
Hale Trophy and GUW Medal. 

Club champion was Helen Poole, who defeated 
Helen Little in a very closely contested 36-hole final. 

Plate winner was Kathy Northam and Rabbits 
Trophy, Angela Padfield. 

Kay Bradbury won the Scratch Cup, Harvey Cup 
and, with Jenny McGlyne, The Mackintosh Ladies’ 
Foursomes knockout competition. 

The Button Greensomes was won by Anne Birt 
and Fiona Johnson. 

Both the Mackintosh and Button knockout singles 
were won by Louise Case. 


Rebecca Flavin and Maggie Thomas. 


JUNIOR SECTION 

Members of the junior section had a lot to cele¬ 
brate this year, having won their first ever league 
title, after a tough season of matches. 

All members of the junior section certainly bene¬ 
fited from all the hard work put in by Morgan 
Thomas and Kevin Magner in the coaching skills 
sessions. 

Cameron Sleeth won the Joshua Foundation qual¬ 
ifying competition, held at Cottrell Park and then 
went on to win the final. 

Some of the juniors made their way into the first 
and second teams of the men’s league, gaining expe¬ 
rience at that level. 

The Junior Open, held in July, was won by our 
own Keiron Harman, who shows a wonderful talent, 
for such a young age. 

The trophies won on the night were as follows: 
Junior club championship - Keiron Harman; Best 
Stableford in club championships - Owain Grandin; 
Clubman on the year - most improved - Cameron 
Sleeth; Outstanding cadet - Mattie Roberts; Bill 
Brycec award for the greatest contribution - Lloyd 
Fisher. 

For further information on the junior section, 
contact Cottrell Park on 01446 781781. 



Maggie Thomas and Jenny McGlyne. 


Rhydian Harris and Gemma Bradbury. 



These Llangan karate kids 
are making an early start! 



RIGHT'.Llangan 
Primary School 
Karate Club with 
their new belts. 
VALE Karate’s 
development pro¬ 
gramme for very 
young children took 
another step for¬ 
ward recently at the 
inaugural Vale 
Karate Tigers Kata 
Championships. 

Held at Vale Karate’s 
base at the YMCA Hub, 
it gave most of Vale 
Karate’s under-8s their 
first taste of competitive 
karate. 

Kata is at the core of 
traditional karate. It is 
the non-contact element 
of competition, where 
competitors perform one 
of a number of Kata 
individually. 

Competitors are 
judged on their tech¬ 
nique with qualities such 
as speed, power, bal¬ 
ance, rhythm, breathing 


and focus. 

This was an ideal 
opportunity for Vale 
Karate chief instructor 
Rob Copeland to see 
how the children reacted 
to the excitement of 
competition. 

Although most of the 
children were nervous 
about competing for the 
first time, Rob was not 
surprised to be asked 
several times when they 
could compete again! 


This winter, Vale 
Karate have given chil¬ 
dren who train in their 
lunch-time and in after¬ 
school classes the oppor¬ 
tunity of taking their 
grading examinations in 
school. School teachers 
have been extremely 
helpful in keeping halls 
private during the exam¬ 
inations, no small task, 
especially during 
lunchtimes! 

On the international 


front, four of Vale 
Karate’s young interna¬ 
tionals have been select¬ 
ed to represent Wales at 
one of World Karate’s 
biggest events. 

Natasha Paton, Elliot 
Evans, Rhys Davies and 
Luke Davies were 
selected for next year’s 
under-21 European 
championships, which 
take place in Turkey in 
February. 

RC 



Kieron Harman and Mark Burman. Mark Burman and Johnny Hoggett. 


Rising Sun Club compete in 
Welsh Open Championships 


FOUR members of 
the Rising-Sun- 
Kyokushin Karate 
Club took part in 
the Welsh Open 
Kyokushin Karate 
Championships at 
Llantristant Leisure 
Centre on Saturday 
November 28. 

First up was Josh 
Beith (aged-10), against 
an older and more expe¬ 
rienced first kyu brown 
belt adversary. 

Josh did very well, 
although he lost the 
minority vote decision in 
the final round of the 
match. 

Cameron James, (also 
aged 10), went on to 
meet Josh’s brown belt 
opponent in the second 
round, taking the majori¬ 
ty vote overall for victo¬ 
ry. 

Cameron progressed 
to the final rounds 
against a Dutch competi¬ 
tor. 

It was a close match 
for the promising Rising 
Sun student. Coach 
Spencer Bennett com- 



Cameron James. 


mented: “Cameron has 
the ability to beat inter¬ 
national kyokushin 
opponents. 

“We are proud he got 
so far at an early age in 
his career. It seemed he 
had an ‘off day’ against 
a strong Dutch champion 
and settled with a well 
earned silver”. 

Courtney Taylor (age- 
14) came up against a 
Welsh international 
adversary in the first 
round. She struggled to 
find her feet until the 
later stages of the match, 
and the judges and refer¬ 
ees scored against the 
talented Rising-Sun stu¬ 
dent. 

Gareth Jenkins has 
just returned from a 
European trip, visiting 
Sweden. Training full 
time as a karate student, 
he visited Holland and 
took on two opponents 
at the Dutch Open 
Championships on 
November 14. 

Garry didn’t place this 
year at the event, yet he 
beat a Dutch champion 
in the first round of the 
games. 

Rising Sun Kyokushin 
Karate club train at the 
all new Samurai Martial 
Arts Strength Centre, 
Savoy Buildings, Barry, 
6pm-9pm, Monday to 
Thursday, beginners 
classes are at the YMCA 
HUB Fridays 7pm-8pm. 
Rising-Sun-Rising Stars 
Thursdays 5.30pm- 
6.30pm at the Samurai 
Centre. 


Ty Hafan winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 

Cracker jackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
598. 

• £2,000: 492740. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £3,500, 
was not claimed this 
week. 

• £10: 570935; 

324753; 801651; 749304; 
114717; 112397; 570855; 
425972; 802954; 691997; 
477472; 104178; 348702; 
313529; 561232; 787071; 
465471; 162891; 444706; 
741039. 

• £5: 744765; 

704087; 125427; 651775; 
458239; 574109; 705651; 
439594; 429672; 487936; 
167441; 323516; 342623; 


274746; 631291; 769414; 
371818; 460628; 832186; 
616409; 292818; 933780; 
671815; 233573; 497224; 
233950;181649;112167; 
338550; 156804; 858492; 
428749; 379954; 770887; 
171584; 501947; 150829; 
731605; 781750; 348616; 
667672; 646059; 343053; 
717330; 112096; 767980; 
699129; 342369; 339429; 
198502; 827446; 607923; 
720326; 738787; 783151; 
667473; 530344; 737203; 
576233; 101020. 

The GEM cannot be held 
responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 



Gareth Jenkins in action against French 
adversary. 



www.^ w vanhire.co.uk 

• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 
Lutons 

with Tail Lifts 
% Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota, VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW CaravelesJransitTourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• Full European Use - **** 

(special conditions 
apply) 

• Book Online 

hire@wickvanhire.co.uk 



OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 
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New Broad Str eet Motors Ltd 

Broad Street, Barry Est.1979 


SPORTS 


PRESTIGE 


08 08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.2 Diesel Sport premium plus. In metallic nightshade with full cream leather interior, 

electric memory seats, colour touch screen sat nav, bluetooth, 18” Jaguar split rim alloy wheels, front and rear 

parking distance control, fsh .£16,995 

07 07 JAGUAR X K convertible. Zircon blue metallic with ivory sports leather interior, upgraded 20 inch setanta 

wheels, full colour satellite navigation, electric heated memory seats, cruise control, climate control, rear parking 

sensors, bluetooth phone prea only 12,621 miles, fsh, 1 owner.£42,995f 

07 56 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0D SE Estate. In shadow grey with full leather interior, colour touch screen sat nav. heated 

seats, cruise control, climate control, only 18,495 miles, fsh, .£14,995 

06 56 BMW 2.0TD 320D SE 4-dr Saloon. In Arctic grey with anthracite interior, automatic air con, upgraded alloy 

wheels, rear parking sensors, only 41,655 miles, fsh .£14,995 

06 56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, climate 

control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 19,950 miles interior titanium trim, auto 

lights + auto wipers.£11,995 

05 05 MERCEDES Benz 1.8 SLK 200 Compressor Auto 2-dr Convertible in Tellur silver, black leather interior, 

climate control, multi function steering wheel, CD, alloys, only 61,000 miles, fsh.£16,995 

05 05 MERCEDES Benz M-Class 2.7 TD ML270 CDi Automatic 5-Door Station Wagon. In Brilliant silver with 

Orion grey leather interior, climate control, Bluetooth phone prep, privacy glass, heated seats, rear parking 

sensors, only 52,975 miles.£15,995 

05 55 VOLVO S40 2.0 Diesel SE in Amethyst with Ivory Leather interior, cd, alloys, cruise control, electric sunroof, 

electric seats.onlv 34,255 miles.£9,995 

04 54 MERCEDES Benz CL500 5 litre 2-dr Auto coupe. In tanzanite blue with java leather interior with BOSE 

sound system, AMG body styling, electric sunroof, only 48,245 miles.£19,995 

03 03 AUDI A4 Cabriolet 2.5 TDi Sport CVT Auto. In denim blue with full stone leather interior, dual climate control, 

cd, alloys, electric roof, only 61,580 miles.£9,995 

01 51 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 V6 4-Door Saloon Automatic. In Pacific blue with cashmere beige full leather interior, 

climate c ontrol, CD, electric seats, rear parking sensors, only 55,810 miles.£5,995 _ 

07 07 VW Beetle 1.6 Luna 2-dr Cabriolet. In harvest moon beige with dark interior, heated seats, CD, front fogs, I 

colour coded bumpers, only 11,335 miles.£12,995 ■ 

07 07 PEUGEOT 2071.6 HDi Sport 3-dr Hatchback. In Onyx black with Madrid black/grey interior, air con, CD, alloy 

wheels, front fogs, colour coded bumpers, only 29,405 miles.£8,495 

06 06 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTTDi 2.0 (140) 5-dr in steel grey with dark interior, cd, dual climate control, cruise 

control, alloy wheels, electric mirrors, only 58,300 miles.£9,995 

06 06 FORD Focus 1.8TDCi Sport 5-dr Hatchback. In panther black with dark flint interior, CD, air con, alloy 

wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 55,315 miles.£7,495 

06 06 BMW X3 2.0d 5-dr Sport Station Wagon in black sapphire with ambient leather interior, automatic air con, 

front and rear parking sensors, cruise control, professional sat nav, only 27,515 miles.£17,995 

06 55 AUDI A3 2.0T FSi 5-dr Sport Back in Avus silver with matrix cloth interior. BOSE speaker system, 17 inch 

alloy wheels, front fogs, climate conrol, cd, only 39,280 miles.£11,995 

05 05 BMW 330ci Sport Auto in sparkling graphite with full anthracite leather interior, heated electric memory seats, 

rear parking sensors, M-sport alloy wheels, multi-function M-sport wteering wheel, only 23,450 miles.POA 

05 05 MINI 1.6 Cooper S (Chilli Pack). Black, black leather interior, a/c, alloys, cd, rear parking sensors, 

onlv 49 390 miles.£11,995 

05 55 BMW X3 2.0D Sport 5-dr Station Wagon. In blue water silver with black leather interior, sat nav, multi CD, 

heated seats, front and rear parking sensors, only 61,930 miles.£14,995 

05 54 MG ZT-T 1.8T 160 5-dr Estate.ln Royal blue, Monaco ash half leather interior, alloy wheels, climate control, 

multi-function steering wheel, only 32,320 miles.£5,995 

04 54TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi Premium Coupe. In crystal silver with Montreal black leather interior, climate control, 

alloy wheels, immobiliser, deadlocks, alarm, CD, only 27,953 miles.£7,995 

04 54 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi HObhp GTi 3-dr Hatchback. In Sahara yellow with half anthracite leather/suede 

interior, digital air con, multi CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 22,755 miles.£6,995 

04 04 RENAULT Clio 182 Sport 3-dr hatchback. In met blue with naif leather/suede interior, sports seats, traction 

control, cruise control, climate control, alloys,, 6 cd auto changer, only 51,314 miles.£6,995 

02 02 HONDA Accord 2.3i VTEC Type V (150) in Atlantic blue with tan leather interior, electric drivers seat, sunroof, 

alloy wheels, climate control, rear parking sensors, only 48,000 miles.£4,495 

01 Y AUDI TT Roadster 1.8T Quattro (225) in met silver with full granite leather, 18” alloy wheels, heated seats, trip 
computer, cruise control + climate control, cd multi-changer with BOSE stereo upgrade, only 63,010 miles..£8,495 
00 XTVR Tuscan 4.01 V8 360bhp. In crystal topaz pearl blue with portland grey leather interior, cd, 18” spyder alloy 
wheels, e/windows, cat 1 alarm, e/mirrors, a/c, substantial workshop portfolio, supreme example, only 36,000 

miles .£12,995 

00 X BMW 325Ci 2.5i 2-Door Convertible. In Brilliant silver with Montana grey leather interior, automatic air con, 
rear parking sensors, electric seats, alarm, alloy wheels, hard top in body coloured bumpers, only 87,720 miles 

.£8,995 

99 T BMW Z3 1.9 2-dr Convertible. In Green with green leather interior, colour coded bumpers, CD, alloy wheels, 
electric hood, only 51,300 miles.£5,995 

07 57 FORD Focus 1.8 TDCi Style 5-dr Hatchback. In tonic blue with heated front screen, climate control, CD, 

cruise control, only 16,700 miles.£9,295 

06 56 TOYOTA Corolla T2 Colour Collection, 1.4 5-dr hatchback. In eclipse black with silver fleck interior, a/c, 

alloys, colour coded side skirts, audio controls on steering wheel, one owner, only 32,415 miles.£7,995 

06 06 FORD Focus C-Max 2.0TDCi Zetec 5-dr MPV in tonic blue with dark flint interior, cd, air con, alloy wheels, 

colour coded bumpers, only 31,000 miles.£8,995 

06 06 PEUGEOT 307 1.6 16V SE 5-dr Hatchback. In hurricane grey with Ikho black interior, front fog lights, multi 

CD, air com rear parking sensors, only 40,018 miles.£6,995 

06 06 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 2.0 Desire Automatic in met silver with dark interior, cruise control, air con, trip 

computer body coloured bumpers, only 24,645 miles.£6,995 

05 55 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6i 16v HOhp Exclusive 5-dr MPV. Oriental blue, blue interior, cruise, auto a/c, 

front fogs, steering wheel mounted audio controls, only 32,355 miles.£6,495 

05 54 CITROEN Xsara Picasso Exclusive 1.6HDi. In icelandic green metallic with doris blue interior, cruise control, 

climate control, alloy wheels, trip computer, cd, 1 owner, only 29,420 miles.£7,495 

04 54 PEUGEOT 206 SW 2.0 HDi 90 XSi 5-dr Estate. China blue, black/grey merlin interior, a/c, body coloured 

bumpers, cd, alloys, only 45,796 miles.£5,995 

04 54 RENAULT Scenic 1.4 16v Authentique in met grey with anthracite interior, a/c, auto wipers, auto lights, only 

42,800 miles.£4,695 

04 04 MAZDA 3 1.6TS 5-dr Hatchback in titanium grey with blue sport cloth interior, air con, cd, alloy wheels, colour 

coded bumpers, steering wheel mounted audio controls, only 54,805 miles.£5,295 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map gps nav 

system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£7,495 

04 04 RENAULT Megane 1.9 DCi 120 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In metallic silver, with anthracite interior, alloy 

wheels, CD, colour coded bumpers, air con only 42,955 miles.£5,995 

02 52 AUDI A4 1.9 TDi SE. In denim blue with phoenix blue upholstery, climate control, cd, alloys, only 26,075 miles. ..„ 

02 52 NISSAN Almera 1.8 SVE 5-dr hatchback in catalpa preen met with tungsten doth interior, climate control, 

cd, alloy wheels, sunroof, rear parking sensors, only 44,300 miles.£3,995 

01 Y BMW 3 Series 1.9i 316 4-dr Saloon. In bright red with dark interior, electric windows, colour coded bumpers, 
driver and passenger airbags, only 49,125 mifes.£4,295 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 VVT-IT2 5-dr Hatchback. In crystal silver, electric windows and mirrors, CD, multi-function 

steering wheel, only 3,725 miles.£7,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Breeze in black sapphire, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour coded bumpers, multi¬ 
functional steering wheel, only 5,242 miles.£7,495 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi 68 Extreme hatchback. In black with anthracite interior, alloy wheels, cd, electric 

windows, remote central lockinp, alarm, immobiliser, only £35 per year road tax, 27,650 miles.£7,295 

06 56 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi 106 Dynamique S 6 speed 3-dr Hatchback. In eclipse black, dark interior, a/c, CD, 

alloys, colour coded bumpers, one owner, only 44,375 miles.£7,495 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-dr Hatchback. In Tonic blue with Kompass blue interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, body coloured bumpers, only 39,475 miles.£6,495 

06 56 PEUGEOT 107 1.0 12v Urban 3-dr Hatchback. In raven black with black matrix interior, electric windows, CD, 

colour coded bumpers, only 16,465 miles, £35 a year tax.£5,495 

05 55 FORD KA Luxury 1.3 3-dr Hatchback. In Tonic blue with ebony leather interior, air con, quick clear screen, 

CD.alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 16,980 miles.£5,495 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.5 DCi 80 Dynamique 3-dr Hatchback. In metallic silver with anthracite interior, CD, air 

con, front fogs, £35 a vear road tax. only 60,945 miles.£5,495 

04 54 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Zetec (A/C) 5-dr hatchback in bright red with dark interior, air con, alloy wheels, cd, 

04 04 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 COUPE CONVERTIBLE 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, air 

con, cdm alloy wheels, alarm, only 43,895 miles.£6,495 

04 04 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In Platinum silver with dark grey interior, sunroof, alloy 

wheels, CD front fogs, only 37,700 miles.£4,795 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.3 Style 3-dr Hatchback. In moondust silver with digit anthracite interior, CD, power steering, 

colour coded bumpers, only 48,656 miles.£3,495 

03 53 VW Beetle 3-dr Hatchback. In platinum grey with Cavasta grey interior, heated seats, CD, electric windows, 

only 30,850 miles.£6,495 

03 03 Nissan Micra 1.0 E hatchback. In aruba blue with urban interior, body coloured bumpers, cd, electric 

windows, alaem and immobiliser, only 38,000 miles.£3,795 

02 02 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Coupe Cabriolet S 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, auto lights, only 64,220 miles.£5,495 

02 52 RENAULT Megane 1.6 16v Dynamique 3-dr Hatchback in met silver with dark interior, air con, alloy wheels, 

colour coded bumpers, auto lights, only 48,060 miles.£3.995 

02 02 DAEWOO Matiz 0.8 SE 5-dr. In super red with grey interior, CD, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, driver 

and passenger airbags, only 30,288 miles.£2,495 

01 51 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Coupe Convertible SE 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, h 

digital climate control, cd^ 16 inch alloy wheels, front fogs, only 46.010 miles.£3,995 ■ 

L 93 AUSTIN Mini 1.3 Sprite 2-dr Saloon Automatic. In night fire red with grey interior, all original specification, ■ 
only 47,215 miles. £2,995^B 


55 BMW X3 2.0D Sport 5-dr Station Wagon. In 

blue water silver with black leather interior, sat nav, 
multi CD, heated seats, front and rear parking 
sensors, only 63,100 miles.£14,995 


)C 


06 BMW X3 2.0d 5-dr Sport Station Wagon. 

In black sapphire with ambient leather interior, 
automatic air con, front and rear parking sensors, 
cruise control, professional sat nav, only 27,515 
miles .£17,995 


) 






06 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTTDi 2.0 (140) 5-dr. 1 

In steel grey with dark interior, cd, dual climate I 
control, cruise control, alloy wheels, electric I 
mirrors, only 58,300 miles.£9,995 I 



05 54 CITROEN Xsara Picasso Exclusive 1.6 HDi. ] 

In icelandic green metallic with doris blue interior, I 
cruise control, climate control, alloy wheels, trip I 
computer, cd, 1 owner, only 29,420 miles....£7,495 I 


Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 

View our stock online 

01446 720044 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. I 
Written quotations available on request. m 

Guarantees may be required. 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm. 


co.uk 
























































































Thursday, December 31st, 2009 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 29 


HOWE MOTORS ITO 

O 1 


' BARRY'S LARGEST USED CAR DEALERSHIP " 


AUDIIBMWICHRYSLERIFIATIFORDIHONDAIHYUNDAIIJAGUARIJEEPIKIAILAND ROVERILEXUSIMERCEDES BENZIMITSUBISHIINISSANIPEUGEOTIRENAULTISEATITOYOTAIVWIAND MANY MORE 

www.howemotors.co.uk 




_ 


07 BMW 320i SE Cabriolet black met, NEW 
SHAPE convertible, 16,000 miles, FBMW- 
SH, e/w, a/c, climate.£19,995 


57 Mercedes C220 CDI Sport 4dr (Leather) in 
black, NEW SHAPE, diesel AUTO. AMG pk, 
full leather .£18,995 


57 Volkswagen Golf 2.0 GT TD1170 PS Sport 
in red, 170 BHP, ONLY 30K FVWSH. Immac¬ 
ulate f/lift, a/c, alloys, mp3.£14,995 


05 Kia Sorento 2.7 CDTi XE 4x4 Diesel in 
silver met. DIESEL low mileage. Beautiful 
cond, A/C, e/w, alloys.£8,995 


09 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style (New) in red, 
NEW SHAPE covered ONLY 5,000 miles. 
Stunning with CD, Ipod Dock.£8,495 


56 Peugeot 307 1.4 5dr in blue met, AS 
NEW, only 4000 miles! Low insurance, eco¬ 
nomical 5dr, a/c, e/w .£6,995 


08 Renault Clio 1.2 5dr Expression Eco 2 
(a/c) in black met, 22,000 miles FSH. New 
Model A/C, e/w, CD .£7,495 


55 RENAULT Scenic 1.4 16 Dynamique 5- 
dr. Met silver, new shape, only 33k, FRSH, 
a/c, pas .£5,995 


05 Peugeot 206 SW 1.4 HDI S 5dr Sirius 
Silver met, DIESEL compact estate. ONLY 
£35 per year Road Tax 60+ mpg. A/c £4,995 


05 Nissan Micra 1.4 SVE 3dr in blue STUNNING 
26,000 mile FULL NISSAN SERVICE HISTORY 
as new, TOP OF THE RANGE .£4,995 


130 CARS. 4x4’s & MPV 


TH WEEK S 




CREDIT CATERED FOR 


NOW, PAY LATER 

on finance 


DEPOSIT AVAILABLE 

on finance 


Powell Dyffryn Way I Barry I Vale of Glamorgan I CF62 5QR I VAT No. 615915045 I Company Reg No. 4993212 


BASSETTS - BRIDGEND 

OUR USED CAR SELECTION 


• ONE YEAR’S WARRANTY • 30 DAY ‘NO QUIBBLE’ EXCHANGE SCHEME 

• HISTORY AND MILEAGE GUARANTEES • ONE YEAR’S ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

• TECHNICIAN PREPARATION • THESE BENEFITS WORTH OVER £800! 


57 CITROEN C31,4i Cool 5-dr Special Ed. 

£6,995 


08 l.Oi Rhythm 3-dr Hatch 


9,677 miles £6,995 



08 1.4iHDiVTR 3-dr Diesel Hatch Black 
08 1.4i VTR 3dr Hatch Silver 

07 1.1 i Airplay + 3 dr Hatch Sp Eds Yellow 
07 l.li Design 3-dr Hatch Red 

06 1.6i 16v VTR 3-dr SensoDrive Hatch Blue 

09 Pluriel 1,4i Cote d'Azur 2dr SE Black 
08 1.4 HDi Cachet 5-dr Hatch SE Grey 
08 1,4i Cachet 5dr Hatch Special Ed Silver 
08 1,4i Rhythm 5dr Hatch Grey 

08 1,4i Cool 5dr Hatch SE Grey 
08 1,4i Cool 5dr Hatch SE Silver 
07 1.4i Desire 5dr Hatch SE Silver 

06 1.4iSX5dr Hatch Grey 

05 1,6i 16v Exdusive 5-dr Sensodrive HaldiBlue 
05 1.1 Desire 5dr Hatch Speciaql Edition Black 

07 1.4i16v LX 5-dr Hatch Blue 
56 1.616v Cool 3-dr Coupe Sp Eds Silver 
06 1,6iHDi 16v VTR Plus 3-dr Dsl Coupe Silver 


9,091 miles £8,995 
15,846 miles £7,995 
12,133 miles £6,495 
21,343 miles £5,995 
14,000 miles £6,995 


50 miles £10,995 
13,412 miles £8,495 

11.905 miles £7,995 
9,950 miles £7,995 

10.905 miles £7,495 
7,686 miles £6,995 
14,791 miles £6,995 
19,342miles £6,495 
24,769 mibs £6,495 
19,390 miles £4,995 


18,000 miles £6,495 
29,002 miles £6,995 
10,573 miles £8,995 



06 1.6iHDil6v SX 5-dr Diesel Hatch Silver 19,901 miles £7,995 

57 2.0il6v$X5drEGS Estate Silver 7,723 miles £10,995 

08 1.6 HDi 16v VTR+ 5dr D Est Blue 8,749 miles £14,995 

58 1.6 HDi 16v VTR+ 5dr D Est Grey 19,441 miles £14,995 

57 1.6 HDi 16v VTR+ 5dr D Est Mauve 12,659 miles £13,995 

07 1.8il6v IX 5-dr Estate Silver 14,000 miles£10,495 


57 CITROEN Cl l.Oi Vibe 3-dr Hatch 


£5,995 



07 Rprlinnn Multisnanp 1 .fi HDi Ifiv Fnrtp Est 


07 1.6i 16v Forte 5dr Estate Silver 9,797 miles £6,595 

04 2.0 HDi 90 Desire 5dr Dsi Estate Red 55,837 miles £4,995 

iti'i iifi i ii» m 1 1 

07 1.6 HDi 92 VTX 5dr Diesel Estate Grey 23,826 miles £8,695 

07 1.6i 16v Desire 5dr Estate Silver 44,648 miles £6,995 

06 2.016v VTX 5dr Auto Estate Blue 30,215 miles £8,595 

06 1.6 HDi 92 Exclusive 5dr Dsl Estate Grey 22,104 miles £8,495 

06 1.6 HDi Exclusive 5dr Diesel Estate Grey 58,879 miles £6,995 

09 2.2 HDi HI Van 120ps 33 LI Dsl White 5,041 miles £12,645 

04 Focus 1.6 Zetec 5dr Hatch Blue 35,000 miles £4,295 



BASSETTS BRIDGEND 01656 649009 

SOUTH ROAD, BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRIDGEND, MID GLAMORGAN, CF31 3UL 

www.bassettsbridgend.citroen.co.uk 
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Motor Co Ltd 



03 MINI 1.6 Automatic. In black with full 
red leather trim, fantastic looking example. 

REDUCED BY £500 TO .£5,995 



54 SUZUKI Jimny 1.3 JLX 0 2 . In red over 
silver, 21,000 miles, fun convertible. 

REDUCED BY £500 TO .£3,995 



54 RANGE ROVER Vogue 4.4 V8. In Oslo 
blue, cream leather trim, 55,000 miles, sat 
nav, tv, xenons etc .£18,995 



Y MERCEDES SLK 230 in silver with 
black leather trim, 79,000 miles, quality 
convertible at.£6,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


57 BMW 330 Diesel M Sport Auto in black with cream leather trim, 30,000 miles, 1 lady owner.£19,995 

56 BMW 335 Diesel SE Coupe Automatic. In dolphin grey with black leather trim, 26,000 miles.£19,995 

54 VW Tourag 3.2 V6 Automatic in black with black leather trim, 20 inch alloys, Superb looking 4x4 at.£10,995 

56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In met satin gold, low mileage example at. .REDUCED BY £500TO £9,495 

06 MINI Cooper. In met blue + white, 37,000 miles, 1 owner with chilli packand climate . REDUCED BY £300 TO £8,995 

55 PEUGEOT 307 2.0 CC. In black, 19,000 miles, 4 seater, steel roof convertible at .£8,995 

04 JAGUAR S-Type 4.2 V8 Automatic. In met-blue with grey leather trim, 42,000 miles, luxury motoring at.£8,995 

52 LAND ROVER Discovery 2.5TD5 5-dr. In silver, low mileage example in superb condition.£8,995 

Y MERCEDES 320 SLK Automatic in blue with blue/black leather trim, 57,000 miles, quality convertible .£8,995 

52 BMW 325 Ci Sport Automatic. Met blue with beige leather, 75,000 miles, 18” alloys . REDUCED BY £500 TO £7,995 

54 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel Sport. In met steel blue with charcoal half leather trim, 74,000 miles.£6,995 

04 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8S 3-dr hardback. In light met blue, only 18,000 miles, superb throughout.£6,995 

03 TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTiT Sport. In smoke silver, 74,000 miles, 1 owner, upgraded alloys, fsh.£6,995 

53 MAZDA RX8 (230) in silver with black leather trim, fantastic value at.£5,995 

02 MAZDA MX5 1.8 in met silver, 53,000 miles, superb example. REDUCED BY £500TO £5,495 

Y MERCEDES ML 320 Auto in silver with grey leather trim, 78,000 miles, 22 inch alloys.£5,495 

52 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 SE Auto in zircon blue with full leather trim, Set cd, climate, etc .£4,995 

52 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE Automatic. In silver with black leather trim, 60,000 miles, fantastic value at .£4,995 

04 CITROEN 1.4 Purial. In two tone silver over met-blue, 43,000 miles, stylish convertible. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

51 AUDI A4 2.0 SE Sportsline in silver, 71,000 miles, superb example . REDUCED BY £500TO £4,495 

Y PEUGEOT 206CC 2.0. In silver, with black leather trim, low mileage local convertible . REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


08 SMART Pulse Automatic 999cc. In black with black leather trim, 11,000 miles, under Mercedes warranty.£6,995 

56 SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 5-dr. In red, 32,000 miles with alloys, a/c, keyless go, very trendy example at.£6,995 

06 RENAULT Scenic 2.0 Dynamique. In met blue, 22,000 miles, one owner.£6,995 

55 VW Golf 1.4 FSi 5-dr. In electric blue, superb looking car with 18” alloys and low insurance.£6,995 

05 VW Golf Plus 1.9TDi Sport In silver, 80,000 miles, 1 owner, great looking diesel at. REDUCED BY £500TO £6,995 

56 PEUGEOT 307 1.6 XSi 5-dr in silver, low mileage family hatch at .£6,495 

06 FORD Mondeo2.0TDCIGhia Estate. Black, fantastic value . REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8i Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 28,000 miles .£6,495 

55 PEUGEOT 407 2.0 HDi SE. In met-grey, 51,000 miles, comfortable stylish diesel at .£6,495 

57 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Look 3-dr in diablo red, 24,000 miles, under manufacturer warranty .£6,295 

07 PEUGEOT 107 1.0 Urban 5-dr in silver, 23,000 miles, low insurance, low road tax.£6,295 

56 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 GL 5-dr in met silver, 10.000 miles, superb throughout.£6,295 

07 SMART Passion Automatic 699cc. In silver over met-blue, 20,000 miles, low road tax + insurance. £5,995 

56 FIESTA 125 Style Climate 3-dr. In white, 33,000 miles with navy blue ST side stripes, looks great. £5,995 

05 FIESTA 1.4TDCi Ghia 5-dr. Black with black leather trim, 49,000 miles, diesel economy, £35 road tax.£5,695 

54 RENAULT Megane VVTi Privilage Automatic 5-dr. In met jade with half leather tri, low mileage .£5,495 

55 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 GL 3-dr. In met blue with white stripes, 47,000 miles, sporty economical hatch at.£4,995 

55 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In met black, 25,000 miles, very desirable.£4,995 

05 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Quiksilver 3-dr. 31,000 miles, sought-after limited edition model. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

04 FIESTA 1.4 Flame 3-dr. In black, low mileage local car at.£4,995 

05 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Twin Port SXi. In met silver, 48,000 miles, 1 local owner. REDUCED BY £300 TO £4,695 

05 PEUGEOT 206 1.4S 5-dr. Black, 50,000 miles, a/c, cd, etc . REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression Automatic in black, 1 owner, 31,000 miles. REDUCED BY £200 TO £4,295 

54 SMART4Two. 700ccTrue Style Auto in met black, panoramic roof, alloys, cd .£3,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1 .1 LX 3-dr. In met red with cd etc, local car on offer at.£3,995 

54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel SXi Automatic. In silver, 73,000 miles.£3,995 

04 RENAULT Clio 1.1 Extreme 3-dr. In met black, 39,000 miles with s/roof, e/w, c/I, cd .£3,995 

03 MAZDA 6 1.8 5-dr in met silver, 74,000 miles, fsh, surperb value at .£3,995 

03 FORD Fiesta Finesse 1.4 5-dr Automatic in metallic red, 35,000 miles, fsh .£3,695 

03 MAZDA 323F 1.6 GS in electric blue, 76,000 miles, reliable hatch at.£3,495 

53 DAEWOO Tacuma 1.6 Extra in met blue, 45,000 miles, spacious family hatch at.£2,995 

03 FORD Ka 1.3i in met blue, 45,000 miles, 1 owner, low running costs.£2,995 

02 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Dynamique 3-dr. In met grey, 72,000 miles, full spec plus climate control .£2,995 

04 MG ZS 1.8 5-dr. Trophy blue, 52,000 miles. REDUCED BY £300 TO £2,695 

03 DAEWOO Kalos 1.4SE 5-dr. In met-blue, 56,000 miles, ideal family hatch. REDUCED BY £300TO £2,695 



01446 722600 

Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) WARRANTIES 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE 
ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS 
CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

www.ga ry watson motorcom pa ny.co. u k 


W JAGUAR XK8 4.0 Automatic. In silver 
with cream leather, full specification 
including sat-nav.£7,995 
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COMPACT CARS 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


DRIVE AWAY FOR 
£99 DEPOSIT 


“COMPACT CARS, COMPACT PRICES 

FINANCE AVAILABLE MANY MORE CARS 

(Subject to status) IN STOCK 


02 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 Club 
Automatic. 70k, FSH, air con, CD 
system, plush interior, rare 7 seater at 



FORD Mondeo 2.2 TDCi Titanium Estate. Fsh, a/c, alloys, suede/leather, multi cd, superb mpg . .£6995 

RENAULT Clio 1.6 Dynamique S (new shape). Met black, low miles, super bargain for only.£4995 

CITROEN Picasso 2.0 HDi Desire. 90k, a/c, cd system, plush trim, fuel computer, multi function wheel, 

superb MPG at.£3995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design Auto. 45k, half leather, air con, cd system, alloys, desirable auto .. .£5495 

FORD Ka. 30k, fsh, e/pack, p/steering, low tax and insurance, superb mpg. Just.£3495 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. 47k, s/history, 1 owner, a/c, alloys, full e/pack, sports interior .£4495 

ROVER 25 SEi T Diesel. 48k, a/con, alloys, cd, superb MPG, top spec .£3995 

HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE Sport Auto. 40k, FSH, lady owner, air con, CD player, low tax & ins .£4995 

CITROEN C3 1.4 Desire. 40k, 2 owners, fsh, a/c, cd system, jazzy trim, low tax & Ins, 40+mpg .. .£3995 
PEUGEOT 206 1.1 Verve. 69k, lady owner, air con, e/windows, CD player, p/steering, 

only group 3 insurance.£3995 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Billabong LE. 54k, lady owner, s/roof, jazzy interior, cd system, low tax + ins . .£3495 
CITROEN Saxo 1.6 VTR. 70k, alloys, sunroof, CD system, sports interior, 

sporty looks with low insurance .£2995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression. 45k, lady owner, full e/pack, air con, CD system.£3195 

FORD Ka 1.3.60k, 2 owners, p/steering, low tax & ins, ideal 1st car at only.£2995 

ALFA ROMEO 147 2.0 Lusso. fsh, alloys, a/c, cd system. Awesome car at.£2995 

CITROEN Saxo 1.4 Furio. 37k. fsh, in silver, e/pack, cd system, low tax and insurance.£2995 

CITROEN C3 1.4 SX. 60k, p/steering, cd system, e/pack, a/con, low tax & ins, good mpg.£3295 

HONDA Accord 1.8 V-Tech Sport. 80k, fsh, alloys, a/con, cd system, type R looks, 

Japanese reliability.£2995 

PEUGEOT 307 SW 1.6.55k,a/c, sports trim, huge boot, finished in silver.£2995 

TOYOTA Avensis 1.8 GS VVTi. 57k, fsh, a/con, cd system, sat nav, e/pack, superb .£2995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Club, Low miles, pas, in flame red .£2495 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Club 7 Seater. 70k, fsh, incT/belt, a/c, cd player, e/pack, local MPV at _£3995 

CITROEN Picasso 2.0 SX HDi. 59k, service history, a/con, cd system, fuel computer, 

multi-function wheel .£3995 

RENAULT Clio 2.0 172 Sport. 79k, fsh, Xenons, a/c, multi cd, half leather/alcantara, 

superb example at .£3995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Chic 3-dr. 70k, s/history, alloys, full leather, a/c, cd system, rare car.£3695 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Fidji. 1 owner, 50k, half leather, twin e/roofs, a/c, cd player, alloys, 

desirable at.£3495 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Fidji. 48k, s/history, air con, alloys, multi-disc, half leather, twin sunroofs ... .£2995 
PEUGEOT 206 2.0 HDi D Turbo SW Estate. Average miles, fully loaded, alloys, practical and 

reliable. Yours for .£2995 

HONDA Accord 2.0 SE. 78k, fsh, alloys, a/con, plush trim, cd sytem, super condition, 

ideal family car.£2795 

FORD KA 1.3.48k, lady owner, fully colour coded, e/pack, low tax + ins .£1995 

FORD Fiesta 1.3 LX 3-dr. Only 61k, pas, in royal blue, only.£1995 

JAGUAR 2.5 V6 X-Type. 90k, fsh, alloys, a/c, cd system, chrome pack, tremendous value .£2995 

VW Golf 1.6 SE. FSH, lady owner, a/con, cd system, full e/pack, low insurance group.£2995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Comfort 16v. Lady owner, 50k, s/history, low tax + ins.£2695 

DAEWOO matiz SE. 44k, s/history, e/pack, alloys, low insurance. Superb economy.£1695 

BMW 318 Cl Coupe. Lady owner, e/pack, c/control, alloys, multi function s/wheel.£3995 

LEXUS IS 200.84k, FSH, alloys, e/roof, air con, multi-disc, 6-speed box, half leather, superb .£3995 

RENAULT Clio 2.0 Sport. 80k, leather/alcantra trim, a/con, alloys, cd system, front fogs.£2995 

LAND ROVER 1.8 XEi 3-dr. Alloys, air con, sunroof, two tone leather, alloys, lovely example.£2995 

BMW 318 Ti Compact, fsh, alloys, cd player, M Tech accessories, desirable hatch at .£2695 

HONDA Civic 1.4S Hatch. 90k, FSH, alloys, air con, sports interior, CD system, low tax & ins _£2395 

VAUXHALL Omega 2-litre GLS Auto. Very clean car, superb value in steel blue, only .£1295 

VW Bora 2.0 SE 80k, s/history, alloys, climate, e/pack, plush trim. German engineering at.£2495 

ROVER 416 Saloon. S/history, e/pack, plush interior, ideal family saloon .£1295 

VOLVO C70 2.4 Auto. Half leather, alloys, a/con, cd, hard to find at .£1995 

FORD Ka 1300.70k, pas, jazzy trim, lovely example, low tax & ins.£1395 

SAAB 93 S Convertible Auto, leather, alloys, a/c, lady owner, nice example.£2495 


54 FORD Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 

Service history, upgrade alloys, cd 
system, a/c, superb mpg. 


51 MERCEDES ML55 AMG Auto 

80k, s/history, full leather, sat nav, 
cruise, xenons, chrome steps + bar. 


02 HONDA Civic 2.0 Type ‘R’ 

70k, fsh, alloys, cd system, alcantara 
trim, 6 speed box, awesome! 


03 CITROEN Saxo VTR 1.6. 

74k, superb example, 
low ins group. 


| 51 BMW 316 Ti Compact SE. Lady owner, | 
service history, alloys, air con, multi-disc, 
cruise, reverse sensors, superb at... 


03 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 SE V6 

80k, fsh, alloys, cd system, full leather, 
chrome pack, 


Visit us at www.compactcarswales.co.uk 

01656 767606 K 


WATERTON ROAD • 
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GEM sport 


Cowbridge students 
burn off some energy 



ABOVE: Fourteen boys joined Cowbridge Comprehensive School’s new 5x60 officer 
Barry Cawte (back row, right) for a festive day of sporty activities. 

A GROUP of boys from Cowbridge Comprehensive School had an energetic start to 
their Christmas break with a 5x60 activity day. 

The activity day was run by the school’s new 5x60 officer Barry Cawte, who aims to create enjoyable 
opportunities for pupils to get active by taking part in extra-curricular activities for at least 60 minutes, five 
times a week. 

Supplementing the activities already on offer in PE lessons, the Welsh Assembly Government-funded 
initiative is run by the Sports Council for Wales and is supported locally by the Vale Council. 

For more information about the 5x60 scheme in the Vale of Glamorgan online at www.valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk/5x60 or telephone the Vale Council’s sports and play development manager Karen Davies on 
01446 704793. 


GLAMORGAN FARMERS’ GOLF SOCIETY NEWS 


Brian’s birdie is not quite 
enough to topple Martin 


RIGHT: 

Golfers with an 
aggregate age of 
more than 300 
years, John Davies, 
Mike Lee, Gwyn 
Evans and David 
Thomas. 
THE Christmas 
meeting of the 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society was held 
recently at RAF St 
Athan Golf Club. 

Teeing off first were 
buggy travelling contest¬ 
ants Gwyn Evans, Mike 
Lee, John Davies and 
David ‘Old Wallace’ 
Thomas, who the mem¬ 
bers were particularly 
pleased to see back play¬ 
ing following a brief 
absence. 

Despite many previ¬ 
ous successes over the 
29 years since the socie¬ 
ty was formed, none of 
the aforementioned sea¬ 
soned golfers, whose 
aggregate years topped 



the 

300-mark, finished in 
the frame, but their 
attendance and company 
was greatly appreciated. 

As expected, this 
annual competition for 
the RAF Shield was 
keenly contested with 
just four points separat¬ 
ing the top six players. 

Leading the field at 
the end with 33 points 
was Martin David, who 
scored one more point 
than Brian Jones, whose 
birdie on the 169-yard 
par three 16th hole to 


We welcome your sports items. 
Email them to :ggem@internet- 
today, co.uk, or send them to 
The Glamorgan GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge, 
CF71 7EL. 


score four points proved 
crucial. 

Neil McLean, last 
month’s winner, finished 
third with 31 points, 
with captain Ray 
Howells, Tosh Taylor 
and Andrew Thomas 
close behind with 29 
points. 

Nearest the pin on the 
par three holes were 
Mike Lee, John Caines, 
Martin David and Coun 
Raymond Thomas, while 
David Williams was suc¬ 
cessful in winning the 
‘James the Butcher’ 
sponsored longest drive 
competition. 

Society president 
Geraint Davies correctly 
guessed 49 balls would 
have to be replaced to 
win the ‘Premier Turf’ 
sponsored lost ball 
sweep which generated 
£65 to support The 


Llantwit Major 
Lifeguards. 

Special endurance 
prizes for failing to trou¬ 
ble the leaderboard dur¬ 
ing 2009 were awarded 
to Lyn Thomas, Gwyn 
Thomas, Alun Griffiths, 
Rees Roberts, Ray 
Simkiss, and also vice¬ 
captain Gino Cocco. 

The society’s next 
meeting will be held on 
Thursday, January 28 at 
Radyr Golf Club, and 
will be sponsored by Mr 
Gino Cocco of 
Llanharan Concrete 
Company Ltd. 

Members of the 
Glamorgan Farmers’ 

Golf Society would like 
to take this opportunity 
of wishing fellow golfers 
throughout the Vale a 
very happy and prosper¬ 
ous New Year. 

TMcC 


It’s a third victory on 
the bounce for very 
impressive Cowbridge 


SATURDAY saw 
another impressive 
victory for 
Cowbridge Town’s 
senior footballers 
as they dispatched 
ABC Leasing of 
Barry 6-1 at a bit¬ 
terly cold Bear 
Field. 

Despite hard ground 
underfoot, the game 
went ahead, with coach 
John Westwood stepping 
in to referee this festive 
fixture. 

The Christmas spirit 
was in full flow with a 
dominant midfield very 
much dictating proceed¬ 
ings. 

Captain Craig 
Burrows set the hosts on 
their way with a power¬ 
ful headed goal from 
Jack Gavin’s in-swing¬ 
ing comer. 

Town were allowed to 
keep the ball in some 


good spells, and this 
style certainly suited 
Luke James, as his 
tremendous half-volley 
flew into the top corner 
to rapturous applause. 

As the half came to an 
end, the visitors secured 
their solitary goal thanks 
to their persistent aerial 
threat, as a comer was 
nodded in at the far post. 

Stand-in goalkeeper 
Matthew Pound was 
excellent between the 
sticks, with several 
important stops to keep 
the hosts in control. 

The second period 
saw another four goals 
of quality as Cowbridge 
gained in confidence. 
Good work from Gavin 
led to Nic Vaile again 
getting on the scoresheet 
with a neat finish. 

The game now 
became an expansive 
affair with right-back 
Phil Harris striding into 
opposition territory, and 


with a square ball to 
Lloyd Lewis he set up 
the fourth, Lewis driving 
home a low effort. 

The match was round¬ 
ed off handsomely by 
James, who drilled home 
another cracking shot 
from the edge of the area 
to make it five and then 
struck the sixth from 
another sweeping count¬ 
er-attack; a hat-trick of 
great quality. 

The hardy supporters 
present witnessed some 
good attacking football 
as Town made it three 
wins on the bounce, 
their support, along with 


the hospitality of the 
Duke of Wellington is 
much appreciated by all 
at the club. 

A special mention 
must go to John 
Westwood and Ed Jones, 
whose managerial roles 
have been integral to the 
successful re-emergence 
of senior football in the 
town in 2009. 

Cowbridge Town 
AFC wishes everyone a 
happy, and successful 
new year. 

PH 


The Snail’s 
four-timer 


LLANCARFAN’S 
Evan Williams saw 
his six-year-old bay 
gelding The Snail land 
his fourth win on the 
bounce when winning 
the Alfa Aggregate 
Products Novices’ 
Handicap Chase at 
Ludlow last 
Thursday. 

The front running The 
Snail, partnered by sta¬ 
ble jockey Paul 
Moloney, just held on by 
a nose from Ballabrook 
in a photo-finish, much 
to the relief of those who 
backed the 11-8 
favourite. 

Williams said: “He 
lived up to his name in 
the last 100 yards and 
the step up in class near¬ 
ly found him out. I sold 
him to the current own¬ 
ers, believing that he 
would make a nice horse 
to go point-to-pointing, 
but I begged them to let 
me he have one more 
race under rules with 
him because we changed 
his training routine - and 
the rest as they say is 
history.” 

Off the turf, YLolfa 
Publishing has sent me 
two books to review. 

The first is a humorous 
and whimsical novel by 
Gaynor Madoc Leonard 
titled The Carmarthen 
Underground (£7.95), 
and explores the possi¬ 
bility of an ‘alternative’ 
Carmarthen filled with 
secret agents, spies and 
thugs. 

Beneath the town’s 
busy streets lies the hub 
of a sophisticated organ¬ 
isation whose officers 
are dedicated to the pro¬ 


tection of Wales and its 
people from ruthless 
predators who are deter¬ 
mined to undermine the 
country, its language and 
its culture. 

The second book, by 
John D Rogers, is The 
Prince and the Patriot 
(£6.95) which is a lively 
account of the political 
divisions and deep 
resentments surrounding 
the investiture - 40 years 
ago - of Charles 
Windsor as Prince of 
Wales. 

BRIAN LEE 


Cowbridge coach 
decides to move on 


BOTH Cowbridge 
First and Second 
teams were unable 
to play last weekend 
because of frozen 
pitches, which was 
disappointing given 
that both teams 
were looking for¬ 
ward to a game. It 
does mean that the 
1st XV 
unbeaten 
December. 

The autumn interna¬ 
tionals, although very 
enjoyable, do present a 
problem to clubs with the 
disruption they create on 
the financial and playing 
side. If the weather wors¬ 
ens, then weeks can go 
by without a game. 
Cowbridge will have 
played only twice in two 
months by the New Year. 

This week, the club 
said farewell to coach 


were 

in 


Phil Ager. No doubt the 
disruptions didn’t help, 
but Phil was disappoint¬ 
ed with some of the per¬ 
formances and and 
decided to move on. We 
thank him and wish him 
well at Caerphilly RFC. 

The First XV are next 
in action on January 2, 
away to St Albans, and 
while we cannot under¬ 
estimate that game, the 
following week, January 
9, Cowbridge will want 
to show high-flyers 
Blackwood Stars that at 
home they are a much 
better team than they saw 
up in Blackwood. 

The Second XV are 
next officially in action 
on January 9 at home to 
Tongwynlais. 

We thank The GEM 
for its continued cover¬ 
age and take this oppor¬ 
tunity to wish the readers 
a very happy Christmas 
and new year. 

RV/RK 


New Rugby League 
team to hold trial 


THE newly-formed South 
Wales RLFC are holding an 
open trial for players for their 
first season on Sunday, 
January 10 at 1pm on the 
University of Glamorgan play¬ 
ing fields in Trefforest. 

The new club will play their home 
matches out of Neath RFC, and open 
their inaugural Co-operative 
Championship 1 campaign with a 
home game against former Super 
League club, Workington Town, at The 
Gnoll on Sunday, February 28 (kick¬ 
off 2pm). 

“The open trial is for League or 
union players to come along,” said 
director Mark Rowley. 

“The player base is fantastic here in 
south Wales. We know that we’ll be 
able to use players who were in the 
Crusaders’ reserve team last season, 
but there is still a lot of untapped talent 
out there. 

“We’11 be a 99 per cent Welsh club, 
which will be good for our identity. We 


won’t be importing any players at all 
from Australia or New Zealand. We 
want Welsh players to go on and play 
Super League. 

“Moving from the Conference to the 
Super League is too big a step. They 
need this middle ground in order to go 
on and play Super League and then for 
Wales. As a nation, we’re building 
towards qualification for the 2011 Four 
Nations and 2013 World Cup and this 
club is an important stepping stone in 
player development. 

“We are hoping to develop li nk s 
where players can travel back and 
forth. We’ll be more than a feeder side, 
as players will be able to travel both 
ways. If the Welsh youngsters are not 
being used by the Crusaders, hopefully 
we can get them back. 

“We’re hoping to be good enough to 
gain promotion to the championship 
within two years and in six years’ time, 
we want to be able to compete for a 
Super League licence. I'm confident 
that we have the structure here to 
enable that to happen.” 

IAN GOLDEN 

































